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A THOUGHT FOR PRAYER

I shall read from The Mount of Blessing, page 168,
beginning where we left off last Sabbath.

“The one thing essential for us in order that we
may receive and impart the forgiving love of God is
to know and believe the love that He has to us. Satan
is working by every deception he can command, in
order that we may not discern that love. He will lead
us to think that our mistakes and transgressions have
been so grievous that the Lord will not have respect
unto our prayers, and will not bless and save us. In
ourselves we can see nothing but weakness, nothing
to recommend us to God, and Satan tells us that it is
of no use; we can not remedy our defects of character.
When we try to come to God, the enemy will whisper
It is of no use for you to pray; did not you do that evil
thing? Have you not sinned against God, and violated
your own conscience? But we may tell the enemy that
‘the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from
all sin.” When we feel that we have sinned and can
not pray, it is then the time to pray. Ashamed we
may be, and deeply humbled; but we must pray and
believe. . . .”

Here is seen that it is Satan’s studied purpose to
discourage us, to make us think that God does not
love us, and that He cannot save us from our sins.
We are therefore to resist the whisperings of the
Enemy. When we see ourselves as sinners, then is
the very time for us to come to God, and to accept
His love and to fully believe in Him.

We should now pray for an absolute realization that
God is in business to save sinners, of whom we are
chief. That it matters not how deep in sin we may be,
if we but depart from evil and choose to do good He
will gladly grant us forgiveness.

2. Vol. 1, No. 15
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Pharaoh’s brick slaves becoming prophets, priests,
and kings! The three Hebrews comfortably standing
in the midst of the fiery furnace; and of Daniel in the
lion’s den; of Mordecai’s victory over Haman; of
David’s victory over the giant; of Joseph feeding the
world; of Moses surviving the Nile; of Samson pull-
ing down the temple by bare hands. Countless are
the wonders of God’s mighty power all through the
ages. All these deliverances, and many others were
absolutely impossible with men, but very much pos-
sible with God. These mighty miracles bring us face
to face with the fact that God is in the business of mak-
ing “possibles” out of discordant “impossibles.”
Therefore, “let your hands be strong, ye that hear in
these days these words” of the Lord.
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ing are things which the Lord hates.

Verses 18, 19—“And the word of the Lord of hosts came
unto me, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; The
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and
the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall
be to the house of Judah joy and gladness, and cheer-
ful feasts; therefore love the Truth and peace.”

These ancient and typical fasts shall turn to be
antitypical feasts of joy and gladness.

Verse 22—“Yea, many people and strong nations shall
come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and to
pray before the Lord.”

It is interesting to envisage the expansion of God’s
Truth as outlined in this chapter: First, one indi-
vidual speaks the Truth to another individual. Then
one city communicates It to another city. Finally, one
strong nation invites another nation to join the Lord.
Thus will the harvest continue until the gospel work
is finished, until God’s faithful people stand on the
Lord’s right side (in the Kingdom), and the hypocrites
with the heathen stand on His left side (in the con-
demned Gentile world that is ready to perish).

Verse 23—“Thus saith the Lord of hosts; In those days
it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out
of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of
the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with
you: for we have heard that God is with you.”

It is logical to conclude that the ten men who take
hold of all the languages of the nations in the time of
this great ingathering are figurative of a group of
people (the church freed from tares in the harvest

28. Vol. 1, No. 16
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writings, Jesus reprehended them by saying: “. . . had
ye believed Moses, ye would have believed Me: for
he wrote of Me.” John 5:46. He had reference to—

Deut. 18:15—“The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee
a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren,
like unto me; unto Him ye shall hearken.”

Of the coming Messiah Zechariah also wrote:

Zech. 9:9—“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout,
O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto
thee: He is just, and having salvation; lowly, and
riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an
ass.”

Though they professed to believe in both Moses and
Zechariah yet they gave no heed to any of these pas-
sages, and ever since a curse has rested upon them.

In rejecting the prophets the Jews thought they were
surely keeping out of deception, and thought that they
were thus actually loyal to Moses’ writings and con-
sequently to God. This they believed as much in
Jesus’ day as Israel believed in Elijah’s day.

Let us now note that they fell into ruin only be-
cause they refused to give heed to the prophets who
were sent to reform their ways, to correct their
erroneous interpretations of Moses’s writings and to
lighten the path of their feet the rest of the way—clear
to Paradise. Having deprived themselves of the gift
of the Spirit of Prophecy by doing away with the
prophets, they completely cut off Heaven’s communi-
cation line and were thus left in gross darkness and
led into error, fanaticism, and crime. They be-
came self-sufficient, proud, boastful, and highminded.

Vol. 1, No. 15 5.
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They felt rich and increased with goods, in need of
nothing more. Thus it was that their perversions of
the Scriptures by their uninspired interpretations of
them caused them to lose the way, and finally to re-
ject and even to crucify their own long-expected Re-
deemer.

Of Moses’s writings the Jews made a mighty weapon
against Christ and the prophets of that day. They
were, however, at one time or another forced to ack-
nowledge that their dead fathers were guilty of the
blood of the prophets. The same is true today. Many
admit that sectarianism is thriving on uninspired in-
terpretations of the Scriptures, yet they expect no
inspired interpreters for this day. They thus reject
the antitypical prophet Elijah even before his appear-
ance though the Scriptures definitely predict his com-
ing before the great and dreadful day of the Lord, be-
fore the Judgment of the Living commences.

If we accept Inspiration’s counsel and come and
reason together while we are examining our own
standing with the prophets, then an excellent place to
begin is

Gen. 49:10—“The sceptre shall not depart from Judah,
nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh
come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people
be.”

Here Moses wrote that the gathering of the people
shall be unto Judah, and that when Shiloh comes, Ju-
dah shall have a king and a lawgiver of her own. Do
we as Seventh-day Adventists believe in this par-
ticular part of Moses’ writings? If not, then we have
no better standing with Moses than did the Jews.
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thought to punish you, when your fathers provoked Me
to wrath, saith the Lord of hosts, and I repented not:
so again have I thought in these days to do well unto
Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear ye not.”

Again and again we are assured that as great as
has been His people’s punishment, just that great shall
be their joy and comfort now in the gathering time.

Verse 16—“These are the things that ye shall do; Speak
ye every man the Truth to his neighbour; execute the
judgment of Truth and peace in your gates.”

Everyone one of us is admonished to teach the Truth
to his neighbour, to do whatever he finds close to his
hand. We are to execute judgment of Truth rather
than waste breath and time talking about the sins of
others lest we fail to see the knotty “beam” in our own
eye. Let us, as this scripture instructs, speak the
Truth, execute judgment and peace in our homes and
in our midst. Never should we busy ourselves with
other people’s concerns. We should do well if we
manage our own.

Verse 17—“And let none of you imagine evil in your
hearts against his neighbour; and love no false oath:
for all these are things that I hate, saith the Lord.”

Of all the things Christians need to learn, this one
thing is most urgent: That they be honest with them-
selves and with others, that they always speak the
truth, that they cease imagining evil against one an-
other. Remember, when you repeat hear-say you
most likely are speaking falsehood, either wholly or
in part. This you cannot afford to do, for “there
shall in no wise enter [the city] anything that . . . mak-
eth a lie” Rev. 21:27. Evil speaking and evil surmis-
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Verses 1-3—“Again the word of the Lord of hosts came
to me, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; I was
jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous
for her with great fury. Thus saith the Lord; I am
returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of
Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of
Truth; and the mountain of the Lord of hosts the holy
mountain.”

Yes, wonderful things are spoken of Zion and
Jerusalem. At one time the Lord forsook the city
and scattered the people. But at the time these scrip-
tures are being revealed, He is to return, to gather
His elect, and to bring them to Zion and Jerusalem.
When this great work shall have been accomplished
Jerusalem will then be called “a city of Truth, . . . the
holy mountain”—a people well versed in God’s whole
Truth and without a sinner in their midst. This great
wonder evidently takes place during the Judgment of
the Living, the righteous are taken there while the
wicked are being bound in bundles as it were for to
be destroyed. And while the Lord dwells in Zion,
His Truth shall then emanate from Zion and Jeru-
salem. Then it is that “many people and strong na-
tions shall come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jeru-
salem, and to pray before the Lord.” Now is our
greatest chance to work and pray “Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven.”

Verses 4, 5—“Thus saith the Lord of hosts; There
shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets
of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his
hand for very age. And the streets of the city shall
be full of boys and girls playing in the streets there-
of.”

Jerusalem shall be a city of joy, too. There shall
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Israel, but for Mine holy name’s sake, which ye have
profaned among the heathen, whither ye went. And I
will sanctify My great name, which was profaned a-
mong the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst
of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the Lord,
saith the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you
before their eyes. For I will take you from among the
heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will
bring you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all
your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse
you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit
will I put within you: and I will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart
of flesh. And I will put My Spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep
My judgments, and do them.”

What more could Inspiration say to make the sub-
ject clearer? God plainly and solemnly promised to
recreate and to rebuild the ancient kingdom, to set it
up in its own land. This He is to do after Judah and
Israel are scattered among the Gentile nations, and
assimilated by them—after they have lost their racial
identity—then as Christians, not as Jews, He is to
gather them from the four corners of the earth and to
bring them to their own land. (And moreover, the
Scriptures teach that they are as the sand of the sea
for multitude.) This He is to do, you note, not be-
cause they are worthy, not because they had been
good before or during their dispersion among the
Gentiles, but because He is anxious to sanctify His
Own name among the heathen.

Still further, after He gathers them from all
countries and brings them into their own land, then
it is that He promises to cleanse them eternally from
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their filthiness and from their idolatry—to remove all
the defects that sin has wrought upon them. Then it
is that He gives them a new heart, puts His Spirit
upon them and enables them to unavoidably keep His
judgments. Mark carefully that regardless of our
ideas and opinions all these things take place after
God’s people return to their father’s land.

The 144,000 descendants of Jacob, whose fathers
were assimilated by the Gentile nations and who thus
down through the centuries lost their racial identity,
are the first fruits, the first to be gathered unto Ju-
dah. They are those who stand on “Mount Zion with
the Lamb.” Rev. 14:1. The faithful descendants of
the Jews who composed the early Christian church,
and who also lost their national identity by naming
themselves Christians (Acts 11:26), are also to be
gathered from everywhere and brought unto Judah.

Finally, if these prophecies are not to be fulfilled,
as the angel of the Laodicean church supposes, and
if God’s people are not to return to their homeland,
then how will they ever be cleansed from their filthi-
ness since the cleansing is to be done there only? How
will they ever have their hearts changed? And what is
to make them keep His statutes and judgments unless,
as promised, beforehand receive His Spirit in the
Promised Land? Indeed, if these prophecies fail,
then how will God’s people ever be able to stand be-
fore a pure and holy God? And how will they ever ob-
tain immortality and be on schedule for translation if
they do not comply with the prophecies, with His ex-
pressed will and plan for His people? And if they ig-
nore these prophecies, the fulfilment of which is
during the Judgment for the Living, the harvest, the
gathering time, what chance do they then stand to
survive that great and dreadful day of the Lord?
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house of Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be a
blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong.”

Besides promising to save His people from the
east and from the west, the Lord promises to save
also the house of Judah and the house of Israel, both
of the scattered ancient kingdoms. You are well ac-
quainted with the fact that the ten-tribe kingdom con-
stituted the house of Israel. And since these two
kingdoms have never yet been united and brought back
to Jerusalem, there is but one logical conclusion to
be reached: The promises of this chapter are to be
fulfilled in the time of the “gathering of the people”
from the four corners of the earth. In view of this
great and grand work the Lord expects our hands to
be “strong.” Next we shall read—

Verses 20-22—“Thus saith the Lord of hosts; It shall
yet come to pass, that there shall come people, and
the inhabitants of many cities: and the inhabitants of
one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily
to pray before the Lord, and to seek the Lord of hosts:
I will go also. Yea, many people and strong nations
shall come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem,
and to pray before the Lord.”

Since we know that no nation aside from the Jewish
nation in Zechariah’s day went to seek the Lord and
to pray before Him in Jerusalem, there is no alterna-
tive but again to admit that the promises of Zechariah
8 belong to the people in the time of the final har-
vests, in the gathering time.

Having completed our analysis of the time this
chapter meets its fulfilment, we can, I am sure, now
study the prophecy itself with much greater interest
than we could have otherwise. Let us begin with
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ish enough to close his eyes and ears to the testimony
of the prophets, and at last in consternation cry out,
“The harvest is passed, the summer is ended, and
we are not saved.” Jer. 8:20.

Now, if we as a church do not even so much as
expect an additional message, besides rejecting the
former prophets, then how much better is our attitude
toward God and His prophets of today as well as of
yesterday?

The Jews wanted a kingdom of their own, a king-
dom of this world (saint and sinner in it). Yes, they
wanted a kingdom on earth, but none in Heaven. What
is more, they wanted it two thousand years ahead of
schedule. Now, ironically, in the time of the restora-
tion of the Kingdom, the Denomination takes an op-
posite attitude: It wants a kingdom in Heaven, but
none on earth. Indeed, it wants to board the “chariot”
from Takoma Park. And besides while the Lord says
He is to save nations, the Denomination says “He is
to save only 144,000 living sons of Jacob,” and con-
sequently none of the sons of other nations!

The Jews wanted nothing but what they wanted, and
nothing is just what they got. So it will be with the
Denomination if this clear cut and extra Biblical
Truth, and the example of the Jews does not help her
see that she has drifted “to sea without chart or com-
pass.”—Christ Our Righteousness, p. 37 (1941 edition).
If she continues to want nothing but what she wants,
it is certain that nothing is what she can expect.

Pray tell, what more should one expect to get
from partial belief in the prophets, from private
human interpretation of the Scriptures, from a system

20. Vol. 1, No. 15

GT "ON ‘T TOA 91
oym uni Aew oy jeyy ‘sajqel uodn urerd 31 o3ewW pue
‘UOISIA U3 911IMm,, 0} P10} Sem Mn33eqey 1oydoid ay],

'00} ‘yeuop 309fox A[reonewoine noA ‘wnyeN 3o09[ox
noA j1 uayl ‘s,wnyeN Jjo jrediojunodo e st Aoaydoad
s,yeuop 20uIls puy cJwnyeN 3deddoe nok og ‘g ‘g
'€ TN . 'SSousno9ly3ll ul JULI9fjo Ue PpIo7 Iy} ojun
I19JJ0 Aewr Aoy3 Jey3 ‘IoATIS pue pjod se way) a3ind pue
‘[Annsturwr oy3] 14977 Jo suos ay3 Ajund [eys oy pue
:IOATIS Jo I1ogmmd pue IoUQAI B Se IS [[EUS oY pue
:odos sI9[ny oI] puUE ‘9Iy S JoUPLI B I ST oY
103 ¢yzereadde oy uoym puesls [[eYs oym pue ¢3Uuruod
SIY Jo Aep oy} apiqe Aewr oym ing, ‘aidg ayj s3se
goeTeIN y3noIy) puy ‘WoesnIaQ PUue uolz Wolj pajonp
-uod ST ‘99s nok a1oy ‘(yuswdpnp) uonyeoyund oy,

'6-9:1€ "BS] , WI[BSNId[ Ul 0BUIN] SIH pue
‘uolz Ul ST 21 2SOUM ‘PIoT oy} yires ‘ulisus ayj Jo
preie oq [eys saourid SIy pue ‘Iedj Ioj proy 3uoils
SIY 01 IoA0 ssed [[eys 9y puy ~poajyuwoosip 24 [[eys
uow 3unok SIYy pue ‘pIoms 23} WOI} 29F [[eys 2y inqg
{WIY JNOAQP [[eYS ‘UBW UBIW B JO JOU ‘pIOMS 93U} pue
‘uew AJy3iwr e Jo joU ‘pIoMS 9U} UM [[e] UBLIASSY
oU3 [[eysS UaY], ‘UIS B IO NOA ojun apew 2ABY spuey
umo INOA Yyorym ‘prod jo S[OPI STY pUB ‘IJAJIS JO S[OPI
sIy Aeme 3sed [[EYs UeBW AIOAD [S[[e] elIAssy Aep
oyl ul| Aep eyl ul 104 °Pa3[0adl A[doop 2ABY [JBIS]
JO ULQIP[IYD QU} WOy WoI] WIH ojun 24 uing,

:speard o MON "TE:0E "BSI POl ® Ujm
9JOWS YOTYM ‘UMOP UdJEIq 9 UBLIASSY U3 [[eYS PIo]
U3 JO 20104 92U} Y3noiyj} 104, "Yepnp 0} W00l dAI3 pue
9)edBA 0} ST BLIASSY ‘WoY) SUOWE WIOIJ PI3oIm 27}
Aeme o3e} 01 SI 9H IOJ ‘smoa Jroy} waiojiad oy ordoad
sTH 3urdin s1 oY Joduossow SIH Y3noay], ‘SIem UYiim
josdn st priom 2yl orrym 2oead jo s3uipny ‘ojdoad siyg
0} s3uIpr} poo3 1eaq 0} 193U9SSoW SIH SPUds ol Aep

reject Joel along with the prophets before him, and
consequently the message of the Judgment for the
Living after having for over a century preached the
Judgment for the Dead? Ponder over what the Scrip-
tures say and thus make up your mind to forsake all
other voices. And what about your belief in the prophet
Amos? Let us read

Amos 9:9-15—“For, lo, I will command, and I will sift
the house of Israel among all nations, like as corn is
sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall upon
the earth. All the sinners of My people shall die by
the sword, which say, The evil shall not overtake nor
prevent us. In that day will I raise up the tabernacle
of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches
thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build
it as in the days of old: that they may possess the rem-
nant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called
by My name, saith the Lord that doeth this. Behold,
the days come, saith the Lord, that the plowman shall
overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him
that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet
wine, and all the hills shall melt. And I will bring
again the captivity of My people of Israel, and they
shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they
shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they
shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them.
And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall
no more be pulled up out of their land which I have
given them, saith the Lord thy God.”

Since Amos with even greater emphasis bears the
same testimony as all the prophets before him, and
since the language on the subject is crystal clear as
is the language of all the prophets before him, so
much so that it needs no comments, what shall we do
with him? We are now to read
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Obad. 1:15-18—“For the day of the Lord is near upon
all the heathen: as thou hast done, it shall be done un-
to thee: thy reward shall return upon thine own head.
For as ye have drunk upon My holy mountain, so shall
all the heathen drink continually, yea, they shall drink,
and they shall swallow down, and they shall be as though
they had not been. But upon Mount Zion shall be de-
liverance, and there shall be holiness; and the house
of Jacob shall possess their possessions. And the
house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph
a flame, and the house of Esau for stubble, and they
shall kindle in them, and devour them; and there
shall not be any remaining of the house of Esau; for
the Lord hath spoken it.”

In harmony with all the prophets before him, and in
perfect clarity, Obadiah, too, relates that in the day the
Lord destroys the heathen, in the day of harvest, or
judgment, otherwise called the cleansing of the Sanc-
tuary (Dan. 8:14) and the purification of the church
(Mal. 3:1-3), and also the great and dreadful day of the
Lord, there shall be deliverance upon Mount Zion, and
the house of Jacob shall possess the wealth of the hea-
then. Do you now believe in the testimony of Jesus
through His prophets? If not, then how can you say that
you speak according to the “law and to the testimony”
(Isa. 8:20)? Ever remember that the law and the
testimony always go hand in hand.

The prophet Jonah is next in line, but we shall
consider his prophecies when we come to the prophet
Nahum.

We shall now see what is to be done with the prophet
Micah.

Micah 3:12; 4:1, 2—“Therefore shall Zion for your sake
be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become
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If, in the face of the plain and unquestionable teach-
ings of all the prophets, we as Seventh-day Adventists
fail to give heed to the truth of the Purification of the
church (the Kingdom here dealt with), the message of
the Judgment for the Living and of the restoration of
the kingdom of Judah—the sanctuary for the purified
ones,—then certainly others will have to take our
places in proclaiming it. Then along with the Jews
we will have to bear the guilt of rejecting all the
prophets since the world began. Why?—Because un-
less we actually believe all that they have written,
our merely pretending to believe in them means as
much to Heaven as the faith of the Jews in the writ-
ings of Moses meant to the Lord. What! Preaching
the gospel of the Kingdom but denying the Kingdom
Itself!

In closing I shall read from Early Writings, in the
chapter entitled “The Loud Cry.”

“This message [that is the message that makes
the Loud Cry] seemed to be an addition to the third
message, joining it as the midnight cry joined the
second angel’s message in 1844."—E. W., p. 277. And
on page 118 we read:—“I then saw the third angel. Said
my accompanying angel, Fearful is his work. Awful
is his mission. He is the angel that is to select the
wheat from the tares, and seal, or bind, the wheat
for the heavenly garner. These things should engross
the whole mind, the whole attention.’”

The author of these statements makes clear that
the Loud Cry is not made by a lot of noise, but by an
additional message, and that the third angel’s message
in the end of the world, not the end itself, selects the
wheat from the tares. Who among you would be fool-
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