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THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION AND PRAYER

We shall read from “The Mount of Blessing,” page
180, paragraph one. The reading is based on the
scripture which says, “Why beholdest thou the mote
that is in thy brother’s eye?”

M. B., p. 180—“Even the sentence, ‘Thou that judgest
doest the same things,’ does not reach the magnitude of
his sin who presumes to criticize and condemn his
brother. ... When he thinks he has detected a flaw in the
character or the life, he is exceedingly zealous in
trying to point it out; but Jesus declares that the very
trait of character developed in doing this un-Christlike
work, is, in comparison with the fault criticized, as
a beam in proportion to a mote. It is one’s own lack
of the spirit of forbearance and love that leads him to
make a world of an atom. . . . According to the figure
that our Saviour uses, he who indulges a censorious
spirit is guilty of greater sin than is the one he ac-
cuses; for he not only commits the same sin, but adds
to it conceit and censoriousness.”

Satan is doing his level best to make us transgress
in this respect so that we lose out eternally. God has
delegated no one to be policing another. Only God
through His prophets is to reprove sin, but never to
use force of any kind.

Shall we kneel now, and pray for a realization that
our duty is not to criticize others or to magnify their
faults, but to speak and practice the Truth? Further
than that, Brother, Sister, we need not go. The rest
is up to our audiences and associates. Let them de-
cide for themselves what is best for both soul and
body. Truth need not be poked down the throat.
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of the church, the “Judgment in the house of God”
(1 Pet. 4:17) is soon to take place, that the wicked
shall not much longer be in their midst, that the
redemption of the righteous is at hand, that they must
not fail to perform their God-given duties. Indeed,
Nahum'’s prophecy clearly identifies God’s people of
today under the Assyrian yoke, and points to their
liberation.

Most important of all, though, the prophet Nahum
plainly tells that all these things take place in our
day, and that the fall of Assyria takes place while
God’s people are turning to Him, while revival and
reformation are successfully carried by him who
“publisheth peace” (Nah. 1:15). If we, therefore, fail
to take hold of the message, and if we fail to reform
as it recommends, then it is not possible to survive
the day of the Lord.

(For a detailed study of the book of Nahum, study
Tract No. 14, “War News Forecast.”)
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€1 +T "ON ‘T "IOA

ST 9304 3T yorym ur own oy} (0T ‘6:¢T "Ueq) Pud a3
JO owr} 9y} UL, SISIX2 Jey) Jomod peordsopim Idyjoue
ng ‘erIAssy julroue jou SI ‘910joiay) ‘Aosydoad ur
219y elifssy, 9y} 1By} pue ‘Aep Ino ul jusawynj sit
1oow 03 sT Aooydoid s,wnyeN eyl 3no spuels A[Ie9o
Q0UQPIAD JY} ‘[oAkI} II[-3Uruly3I] yons jo awr} e Jul
-INp apew aIe Jem s,wnyey Joj suoneredaid eyl joej]
oUl yim I1oyjedol ‘wnyeN Aq poqriosop se pored e
yons ur SUIAI] 91 M ey} YINI) 93U} JO MIIA UT ‘MON

"PoIYINy 2q 03 St Aooydoad
s, wunyeN yorym ur Aep ayj} ST SUIAI] MOU aJe M [YIIUuMm
ur Aep 2y} JBY) INQg UOISNJOUO0D I9YI0 OU ST 9I3Y] U}
‘91 jo uonduosap sgoydoid oyj siomsue A[3oojrad
pue A[e3o[dwod Aepoj jo OYjes) 9AI}0WOINE 9y} 90UIS
pue ‘sAempeoiq oy} Ul pue sAemy3Iiy ay3} Ul JIdyjoue
1surede ouo a3sof Aoy uaym ¢3urulyli 931 uni Loy}
uoyMm ¢,S9UOI0} JuTwey, YIm oJe SIOLIeUD U} Uaym
Aep ayy ur JudWYINY S3T syeouwr Aoaydoid s1y} 20oulg

. S8utuly31 oY) 93I] undi [[eys A2y} ‘saydio}
oI] WS [[eYS A9y} :sAem peoiq 9y} Ul Ioyjoue jsurede
suo opsnl [reys Aoyl ‘sjeans oyjy ur o8er [[eys sjo
-Lreyd 9y, ‘uodeys A[qIiId) 9g [[BYS $991) Iy oY} pue
‘uonyeredaid s1y Jo Aep oyl ul saydJ0} JUlWey Yim 2q
[Teys s3jOLIeyd 9y} :}9[IEdS Ul oI UQW JUBI[BA 9} ‘pal
opewr st uaw AYSIw SIY jo PRIYS 9UL,—P ‘€ YeN

:om} 193deyd WOIJ PEII ST }9T—( W) A}
srewr [Im Su3ls [eUO}IPPe Jeyp [IOUWLIN} puUe Jem
jo awm ur dn 39S SI Yepnp jo wop3ury ay} ‘uayl ‘A]
-1e9]) -poaafossIp 2oered 19y pue ‘penydwro oq [[m A310
reyrded sendssy eyl si3orpaiad joydoid oy 1oy

. pIeay 2q 210W OU [Teys sI1o8uos
-sowr Ay} JO 20I0A 29U} pue ‘ypres oyl woij Aaxd Ayj
130 MO [m ] pue :suol] Sunok Ayj INoadp [[eys ploms

The Assyrian is to fall because of his wickedness,
and because God’s people return to Him, because of
a thorough revival and reformation.

Verse 9—“And he shall pass over to his strong hold
for fear, and his princes shall be afraid of the ensign,
saith the Lord, Whose fire is in Zion, and His furnace
in Jerusalem.”

All these calamities overtake Assyria as soon as
God’s people turn to Him, as soon as they cast away
their idols.

What are the Lord’s fire in Zion, and His furnace
in Jerusalem for? The answer we shall find in—

Mal. 3:1, 2—“Behold, I will send My messenger, and he
shall prepare the way before Me: and the Lord, Whom
ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: be-
hold he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. But who
may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand
when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire,
and like fullers’ soap.”

The prophecy of Isaiah, along with the prophecy of
Malachi, make the subject very simple: According
to these prophecies, during the Judgment of the Liv-
ing and while the first fruits—the servants of God, the
144,000—stand with the Lamb on Mount Zion, the head-
quarters of the gospel shall be in Zion and Jerusalem.”

Now before passing judgment as to whether Nahum
prophesies the “World War II” it will be well to refresh
our minds by summarizing the main points of the
study:

16. Vol. 1, No. 24
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In view of the fact that God is in the midst of them,
they must be well informed in the things of God, well
aware that in due season He makes known to them His
judgment. In view of all these, the only possible con-
clusion one can come to, is that God’s church must
be in their midst.

Verses 6-8—“I have cut off the nations: their towers
are desolate; I made their streets waste, that none
passeth by: their cities are destroyed, so that there
is no man, that there is none inhabitant. I said, Surely
thou wilt fear Me, thou wilt receive instruction; so their
dwelling should not be cut off, howsoever I punished
them: but they rose early, and corrupted all their do-
ings. Therefore wait ye upon Me, saith the Lord, until
the day that I rise up to the prey: for My determination
is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the king-
doms, to pour upon them Mine indignation, even all
My fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured
with the fire of My jealousy.”

The Lord Himself warns that He has cut off na-
tions, that He has made their towers desolate and
their streets waste, that He has destroyed their cities
and has left no inhabitants in them. He points out
that all this He did as an object lesson for future good,
so that they as a nation might fear Him and receive
instruction, that their dwellings not be cut off. But
in spite of these examples, they rise early and cor-
rupt all their doings. So it is that at long last the
Lord arises to the prey, gathers the nations, as-
sembles the kingdoms, and Assyria gets her punish-
ment.

From this we see that the Assyria under discussion
exists in the time of the end, the time in which the

Vol. 1, No. 23 S.
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great and dreadful day of the Lord takes place. This
Assyria, therefore, is an antitype of ancient Assyria
just as the Babylon of Revelation 17 and 18 is an anti-
type of ancient Babylon.

Assyria, charges Inspiration, is a rejoicing city
that dwells carelessly, that says in her heart, “I am,
and there is none beside me.” Zeph. 2:15.

At this point let us pause a moment and summarize
the characteristics by which this modern Assyria is
to be identified. (1) As man looks at things, she is so
great that there is none like her. She is well in-
structed in the things of God. (2) She is oppressive,
a hard ruling nation. (3) She has polluted the sanctu-
ary and has declared the law of God void. (4) She has
piled up wealth by going after it as an evening wolfe
goes after its prey. (5) She harbors the church of
God. (6) She exists in the time the Lord is to mani-
fest His power and destroy all the wicked nations.
(7) She is an Assyria-like nation, widespread, a
nation of conquests.

There is but one people under the sun that answers
to all these descriptions, and that people is, of
course, the English-speaking people, in whose midst
is the church, and from whose midst the Gospel and
the Bible flow out to all nations. As clear as language
can make it, the burden of the prophet Zephaniah is
for the English-speaking Christian world.

God is now saying to Assyria’s capital city, “In-
deed, you are doing all these abominations, but you
will not thus continue long. The time is at hand.”
Put a stop to your absurdities.
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The question, then arises, if Assyria is to fall,
and if the one that starts the war, the “he that dasheth
in pieces,” is himself to lose out first, then at whose
hands is Assyria to fall? For the answer, Let us
turn to Isaiah 31, where this same Assyria is again
brought to view:

Isa. 31:6-8—“Turn ye unto Him from Whom the children
of Israel have deeply revolted. For in that day every
man shall cast away his idols of silver, and his idols
of gold, which your own hands have made unto you for
a sin. Then shall the Assyrian fall with the sword,
not of a mighty man; and the sword, not of a mean
man, shall devour him: but he shall flee from the
sword, and his young men shall be discomfited.”

Assyria is to fall and to be devoured, but not by
the sword of a mean man, not by him who dashes in
pieces.

Now the fact that God’s people are admonished to
turn unto Him against Whom ancient Israel revolted,
shows again that Inspiration is speaking to antitypical
Israel, to God’s people in the Christian era.

Verse 7—“For in that day every man shall cast away
his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which your
own hands have made unto you for a sin.”

Obviously the prophet is looking down the stream
of time, to a time of a thorough reformation, a time
in which only those who forsake every sin and embody
Truth and righteousness will be left in the church.
None others will be found in the congregation of the
Lord. Then Assyria shall fall and thus shall her yoke
be removed from the neck of God’s people.
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for the wicked shall no more pass through thee; he is
utterly cut off.”

The people whom God has afflicted (by their dis-
persion among the nations) and whom He promises to
afflict no more, and to break the Assyrian yoke from
off their shoulders, are His people, His church —anti-
typical Judah. They are, therefore, the other peo-
ple.

The title of God’s people, you note, is “Judah.”
They are counselled to behold the messenger of God
who at the fulfilment of this prophecy brings to them
good tidings, tidings of peace . . . the message of the
Kingdom of peace (Isa. 11:6-9). The Lord counsels
them to be honest with Him, honest in their profession
of faith. They are, moreover, assured that at the
fulfilment of this prophecy the destroying angels are
to remove the wicked from the midst of the righteous.
Thus will the wicked be “raptured” away and be no
more.

So it is that while Nahum predicts liberation and
peace for God’s faithful people, he predicts disaster
and humiliation for antitypical Assyria (the power
which they serve) and for the wicked in the church.

Three verses of chapter two will suffice to show
the fate of Assyria:

Nah. 2:6, 10, 13—“The gates of the rivers shall be
opened, and the palace shall be dissolved. . . . She is
empty, and void, and waste: and the heart melteth,
and the knees smite together, and much pain is in all
loins, and the faces of them all gather blackness. . . .
Behold, I am against thee, saith the Lord of hosts
and I will burn her chariots in the smoke, and the
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salem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands
be slack. The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is
mighty; He will save, He will rejoice over thee with
joy; He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee
with singing. [ will gather them that are sorrowful
for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom
the reproach of it was a burden. Behold, at that time
I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that
halteth, and gather her that was driven out; and I will
get them praise and fame in every land where they
have been put to shame. At that time will I bring you
again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will
make you a name and a praise among all people of the
earth, when I turn back your captivity before your
eyes, saith the Lord.”

The Lord wants us to know that when He turns away
our captivity He will also make us a name and a praise
among all the people of the earth. This kingdom of
Judah (the church purified and set apart), is there-
fore, not only pre-millennial, but also probationary.
And how glad we ought to be for the privilege to be
among the first of the first fruits.

-0-0-0-0-0-0-

In order to bring to all this unspeakable joy of
God’s promises, the expectation of the ages, these
studies are published and sent without charge or obli-
gation to all who wish to have them. Send you name
and address to The Universal Publishing Association,
to the address on the back cover page.
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