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OPENING PRAYER THOUGHT

I shall read from “The Mount of Blessing,” be-
ginning on page 182:

M. B., p. 182—“Christ does not drive but draws men
unto Him. The only compulsion which He employs is
the constraint of love. When the church begins to seek
for the support of secular power, it is evident that she
is devoid of the power of Christ—the constraint of
divine love.

“But the difficulty lies with the individual members
of the church, and it is here that the cure must be
wrought. Jesus bids the accuser first cast the beam
out of his own eye, renounce his censorious spirit,
confess and forsake his own sin, before trying to cor-
rect others. . . . What you need is a change of heart.
You must have this experience before you are fitted
to correct others; for ‘out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaketh.’

“When a crisis comes in the life of any soul, and
you attempt to give counsel or admonition, your words
will have only the weight of influence for good that
your own example and spirit have gained for you.
You must be good before you can do good. You can
not exert an influence that will transform others until
your own heart has been humbled and refined and made
tender by the grace of Christ. When this change has
been wrought in you, it will be as natural for you to
live to bless others as it is for the rose-bush to yield
its fragrant bloom, or the vine its purple clusters.”

We need to pray for a change of heart; pray for a
realization that to have a censorious spirit is even
worse than to seek the aid of a secular power, and
that setting a good example can be our only weight of
influence for good.

2. Vol. 1, No. 25
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they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make
them afraid.” Zeph. 3:13. They are to be gathered
into their homeland, from thence to go as missionaries
to the Gentiles. To the penitent they are to be as dew
and as showers, but to the impenitent, as lions among
beasts and flocks.

So the stir caused by Truth’s siege of the church
and It’s adversaries warring against It, that is already
beginning to arrest the attention of the world, is to
result in the cleansing of the church, “temple.” Mal.
3:1-3.

Thus is the Lord to finish His work on earth, gather
His people, destroy the sinners and the heathen alike.

Necessarily, “...the days of purification of the church
are hastening on apace. God will have a people pure
and true.” —“Testimonies,” Vol. 5, p. 80.

Depth Of Mercy

Depth of mercy! can there be
Mercy still reserved for me?
Can my God His wrath forbear,
Me, the chief of sinners spare?

I have long withstood His grace,
Long provoked Him to His face,
Would not hearken to His calls,
Grieved Him by a thousand falls.

There for me the Saviour stands,

Shows His wounds and spreads His hands,
God is love! I know, I feel;

Jesus weeps and loves me still.

Vol. 1, No. 26 23.
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Israel are to be delivered.

“And I will,” declares the Lord, “make them one
nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and
one king shall be king to them all: and they shall be
no more two nations, neither shall they be divided in-
to two kingdoms any more at all: neither shall they
defile themselves any more with their idols, nor with
their detestable things, nor with any of their trans-
gressions: but I will save them out of all their dwell-
ing places, wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse
them: so shall they be My people, and I will be their
God. And David My servant shall be king over them;
and they all shall have one shepherd: they shall also
walk in My judgments, and observe My statutes, and
do them.” Ezek. 37:22-24.

Verse 7—“And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the
midst of many people as a dew from the Lord, as the
showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man,
nor waiteth for the sons of men.”

After the Judgment in the house of God takes
place, then it is that “the remnant,” those that are
left, are to finish the work of the gospel.

“Those who have trusted to intellect, genius, or
talent, will not then stand at the head of rank and file.
They did not keep pace with the light. Those who
have proved themselves unfaithful will not then be
entrusted with the flock. In the last solemn work
few great men will be engaged. They are self-
sufficient, independent of God, and he cannot use
them. The Lord has faithful servants, who in the
shaking, testing time will be disclosed to view.”
—“Testimonies,” Vol. 5, p. 80.
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for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be
cut off.” Isa. 55:10-13. We, too, should clap our
hands even now for having this great opportunity to
engage in this glorious work, and for the great and
grand privilege to proclaim these good tidings and to
be called “The repairer of the breach, The restorer
of paths to dwell in.” Isa. 58:12. Indeed these are
the “good tidings” of “peace” that the prophet Nahum
forespoke. Nah. 1:15.

When the kingdom of Judah is re-established, then
it is that the scripture is fulfilled:

Verse 2—“And many nations shall come, and say,
Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
and to the house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach
us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths: for the
law shall go forth of Zion, and the Word of the Lord
from Jerusalem.”

“Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I
come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the
Lord. And many nations shall be joined to the Lord
in that day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell
in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the Lord
of hosts hath sent me unto thee. And the Lord shall
inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall
choose Jerusalem again. Be silent, O all flesh, be-
fore the Lord: for he is raised up out of his holy habi-
tation.” Zechariah 2:10-13.

“And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings
to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes
round about, and see: all they gather themselves to-
gether, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from
far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side.
Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart
shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of
the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the
Gentiles shall come unto thee. The multitude of

Vol. 1, No. 25 S.
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camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian
and Ephah; all they from Sheba shall come: they shall
bring gold and incense; and they shall shew forth the
praises of the Lord. All the flocks of Kedar shall be
gathered together unto thee, the rams of Nebaioth
shall minister unto thee: they shall come up with ac-
ceptance on Mine altar; and I will glorify the house of
My glory. Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as
the doves to their windows? Surely the isles shall
wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish first, to bring
thy sons from far, their silver and their gold with
them, unto the name of the Lord thy God, and to the
Holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee.
And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and
their kings shall minister unto thee: for in My wrath
I smote thee, but in My favour have I had mercy on
thee. Therefore thy gates shall be open continually;
they shall not be shut day nor night; that men may
bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that
their kings may be brought. For the nation and king-
dom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those
nations shall be utterly wasted.” Isa. 60:3-12.

Obviously we are right at the dawn of a new day,
the day in which the gospel work is to triumph in vic-
tory and to reap an abundant harvest of converts.
Virtually whole nations are to join “the mountain of
the Lord” during the Judgment day, the day in which
the law goes “forth of Zion, and the Word of the Lord
from Jerusalem,” from the future headquarters of
the gospel.

The time is, therefore, near at hand when in order
truly to go to church, one must go to Jerusalem, and
there be taught the way of the Lord, and to thus walk
in His paths.

Verse 3—“And He shall judge among many people, and
rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
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(Mic. 4:10). She is to bring forth her children while
in the field; while in the Gentile lands. Then the time
of her sojourning is to end and she is to be delivered.
“In that day, saith the Lord, will I assemble her that
halteth, . . . and I will make her that halted a remnant

. and the Lord shall reign over them in Mount Zion
from henceforth, even for ever.” Mic. 4:6, 7.

Verses 4, 5—“And he shall stand and feed in the strength
of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord
his God; and they shall abide: for now shall He be
great unto the ends of the earth. And this man shall
be the peace, when the Assyrian shall come into our
land: and when he shall tread in our palaces, then
shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight
principal men.”

When the children of the daughter of Zion return
to Mount Zion, they are to abide forever. Never again
are they to be cast out among the Gentile nations.
Never are they to be given up. The Lord is thus to
make Himself “great unto the ends of the earth.”
When she that travaileth shall have brought forth,
then the saints are to raise against the Assyrian
“seven shepherds, and eight principal men”; that is,
all God’s shepherds and all His principal men, includ-
ing Christ, the eighth.

Verse 6—“And they shall waste the land of Assyria
with the sword, and the land of Nimrod in the entrances
thereof: thus shall he deliver us from the Assyrian,
when he cometh into our land, and when he treadeth
within our borders.”

The kingdom of Israel that was destroyed by As-
syria, and also the kingdom of Judah that was de-
stroyed by Babylon, even all the twelve tribes of
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all thy strong holds: and I will cut off witchcrafts out
of thine hand; and thou shalt have no more soothsayers:
thy graven images also will I cut off, and thy standing
images out of the midst of thee; and thou shalt no more
worship the work of thine hands. And I will pluck up
thy groves out of the midst of thee: so will I destroy
thy cities. And I will execute vengeance in anger and
fury upon the heathen, such as they have not heard.”

These verses present a group of people—good and
bad commingled—whom God is to cleanse. Then the
scripture closes with God’s promise to execute venge-
ance upon the heathen. The mixed group of people,
“wheat” and “tares,” very obviously constitute the
church that is approaching “the time of the harvest”
(Matt. 13:30), the time in which all idolators are to
perish. “So shall it be at the end of the world: the
angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from
among the just. ... Then shall the righteous shine forth
as the sun in the Kingdom of their Father. Who hath
ears to hear, let him hear.” Matt. 13:49, 43.

We now come to the last part of Micah 5:1. The
antecedent of the pronoun “He” is found in the pre-
ceding verse—chapter 4, verse 13. There quickly we
see that it is the Lord Himself. Plainly, then, by the
pronoun “us” Micah means himself and his people—
Judah and Israel, the church.

Clear it is that while the Lord with His message
of warning and reproofs makes a siege against His
people the adversaries gather together in groups to
oppose. Such has been the case at the introduction of
each newly-revealed Truth.

The church is logically called “daughter of troops,”
because her mother the Jewish church at the time of
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there no king in thee? is thy counsellor perished? for
pangs have taken thee as a woman in travail. Be in
pain, and labour to bring forth, O daughter of Zion,
like a woman in travail: for now shalt thou go forth
out of the city, and thou shalt dwell in the field, and
thou shalt go even to Babylon; there shalt thou be
delivered; there the Lord shall redeem thee from the
hand of thine enemies.”

These two verses take us back to the time when
the faithful of ancient Judah cried out as they saw
themselves about to be dispersed among the nations,
but the encouraging counsel to labour and bring forth
children while in the field, and the comforting promise
of her deliverance from antitypical Babylon, left her
by the prophets, ever remained with her even to this
day. Zion, the church, was destined to go into the
Gentile nations, there to multiply, and at last to be
delivered. These good tidings, now just before the
gathering begins, the Lord wants us to proclaim far
and wide, saying: “Hear the Word of the Lord, O ye
nations, and declare It in the isles afar off, and say,
He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him,
as a shepherd doth his flock. For the Lord hath re-
deemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of
him that was stronger than he. Therefore they shall
come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow
together to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and
for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock
and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered
garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all.”
Jer. 31:10-12.

Verses 11, 12—“Now also many nations are gathered
against thee, that say, Let her be defiled, and let
our eye look upon Zion. But they know not the thoughts
of the Lord, neither understand they His counsel: for
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He shall gather them as the sheaves into the floor.”

Verse 13—“Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion: for
I will make thine horn iron, and I will make thy hoofs
brass: and thou shalt beat in pieces many people: and
I will consecrate their gain unto the Lord, and their
substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.”

Not the daughter of Jerusalem, but the daughter of
Zion is to do the threshing. And she has the promise
of an iron horn—Divine power, the kind that does not
break. Moreover she is promised hoofs of brass, a
special and distinct message by which to beat in pieces
many people; that is, she is with it to thresh and sel-
ect the wheat from the chaff. “I then saw the third
angel. Said my accompanying angel, ‘Fearful is his
work. Awful is his mission. He is the angel that is
to select the wheat from the tares, and seal, or bind,
the wheat for the heavenly garner. These things
should engross the whole mind, the whole attention.’”
—“Early Writings,” p. 118.

“For, behold, the Lord will come with fire, and with
His chariots like a whirlwind, to render His anger
with fury, and His rebuke with flames of fire. For by
fire and by His sword will the Lord plead with all
flesh: and the slain of the Lord shall be many.” Isa.
66:15, 16. This is the first separation.

“And I will set a sign among them, and I will send
those that escape of them unto the nations, to Tar-
shish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal,
and Javan, to the isles afar off, that have not heard
My fame, neither have seen My glory; and they shall
declare My glory among the Gentiles. And they shall
bring all your brethren for an offering unto the Lord
out of all nations upon horses, and in chariots, and
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A WORLD WIDE STIR, AND ITS RESULTS

TEXT OF ADDRESS BY V. T. HOUTEFF,
MINISTER OF DAVIDIAN 7TH-DAY ADVENTISTS
SABBATH, FEBRUARY 1, 1947
MT. CARMEL CHAPEL
WACO, TEXAS

This afternoon we shall continue our study of the
book of Micah. Let us turn to the fifth chapter, and
begin with the first verse.

Micah 5:1—“Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter
of troops: He hath laid siege against us: they shall
smite the Judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek.”

You will notice that besides introducing a number
of pronouns—he, us, they, this verse also introduces
several different topics: first a “daughter of troops,”
then “the judge of Israel” and a “rod.” Other subjects
are introduced further along in the chapter.

Now to gain the vision and the lesson that Inspira-
tion is anxious that we should from this scripture, it
is necessary that we study one subject at a time.
And in order to do this, we must group the verses
according to subjects. Since the subject of verse one
is the same as of verses 10-15, we shall quote them
connectively:

Verses 1, 10-15—“Now gather thyself in troops, O
daughter of troops: . . . and it shall come to pass in that
day, saith the Lord, that I will cut off thy horses out
of the midst of thee, and I will destroy thy chariots:
and I will cut off the cities of thy land, and throw down
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