6T 8¢ "ON ‘T '[OoA

‘Juerd I1ey) wolj pue AWIe aUunsIyd
oY} WIOJJ WY} PIISAI[SP OUM PIae( Snorjuajaidun pue
Apprnu 9y3 I0J U99q j0U 31 pey ‘y3noyl ‘urmnd ojur wayl
Pa1 2aBY pnom o “wiy 103 Aoy} pue ‘3ury I1oy) aq 03
puUel 2y} UI UBW }S9[[E} Y} PIIUEM [9BIS] JUSMOUY

‘8T ‘1C:0€ "es] 119 0} way) 3ursneo ‘ordoad
oy} jo smel oy} ul 9[pLIq B 2 [[eYS 219} pue :Ajiuea
JO 2AJIS AU} YIIM SUOTIeU U} JIS 0} ‘302U 9y} Jo }Sprux
9y} 031 yoeaIl J[eys ‘weails SUIMOJI2A0 Ue Se [Aepo)
103 98essow STH| Yjealiq STH pue :oIJ SULINOAID € SE
onduo) sIg pue ‘uonjeudipurl jo [[nj a1e sdi] SIH :Aaeay
SI JOaIayjl uaping oyl pue ‘re8ue SIH Yim 3uruing
‘TB] WOJJ Y}oW0d PJIOT Y} JO QWEU 9} ‘ployod,

"UOIJBUIB[O9I PUOASQ WA} PAAISIIP A9} SN} PUE ‘UIUI
Aq u29s 2q 0} $39213S 9U} JO SISUJIO0D oY} uo pakeid
Aoy], uorssojoid 3Jurredls-jreay Syl ur juldrogord
A1oA 919m ABP SISLIYD UL S99sLIeyd 9y "Ioao Juryl
-owos jnd 03 ‘@ouanyurl Iy} 319X 03 ‘3UImol[oj € 393
0} ‘SIATOSWAY3 03 SIdULIpne JII_dY3 JO S}IedY 9y} MmeIp
0} I9pPIO UL SIY} Op A9U3} 3y} Mouy ‘UOISI[2I Y} JO
A[reroadsa  pue  ‘SJUQWIARIYOR JIOU} JO ‘SOAJOSWAY)
jo Aerdsip osew urea 9y} Jeyl mouy J[osI yinij,
MOT[0] A[3U3IIp 03 ‘udlsI] pue ‘yoyem ‘dois o3 jueiyrod
-wr AIoA ‘910Jo19y) ‘ST 3] Aue 0} P[0} UIdQ JIoAD
oAey s3UIy} 993} JO QUON ‘I9AIO0J 9AI] [[BYS SSOUSNO0D
-3y311 pue YIniJ, Jo sIamo[[oj ay} Ing ,‘A3ruea Jo 9A3ls,,
oy} y3noayj ino doip [reys uosiad urea A1oay -eads
0} 0S ‘YOIIp 92U} UI [[e] 0} PI] 2q [[Im Uew jo aprid oy}
Surmor[oj woty Aeme UIN} JOU [[IM OYM 3SOUJ, 'SUOT}
-eu Auew (Gg:9¢ "3ozH—osuea[d) opjurids 03 ST o

«I9pISU0D A91} [Teys pIeay jou pey Ay}
Yorym Jey) pue 29s Aoy} [[EYS WOY) P[0} Ud(Q JOoU pey
Uyorym Jey) JI0f WIH Je SYINow Iy} Inys [feys sSULy
oy} ‘suoneu Auew opyurids OH [[BYS 0S,—GT 9SIOA

9¢ "ON ‘T '[OoA %

pioT 2y} jo ardg 9U) 9snedodq :Yope] JOMOQ JUl ‘UId
-IoUyym sseid 9y} P[eY 9U} JO IIMOJ 92U} Se SI JoaIdy)
ssourpood oy3 [e pue ‘sserd ST Ysog [V ¢AIO [ [reys

reym ‘pres oy puy A1) ‘pres 9010A 9UYL,—8-9 SOSIIA

‘Apea1 opewr
s1 Aemy31y ay3} sk uoos sk ssed 01 2wWod [[eysS SIY],

(¥ uasjods yrey pIo oy}
JO ynow oy} JIoJ :1943a3031 3T 23S [[eys Usoh [[e pue
‘poreandr aqg [[eys pIoT 9y} Jo AI0[3 9U} pPUY,—G OSIA

*9AT] AoV} 21oUm ssarpredal paiayled og }snur sjures
U} ‘peAowIal o [[IM pue ISOUW UOIJONIISO AISAd ‘SI
ey ‘sooe[d ysnoi oyl umop purid pue ‘S[[Iy pue surel
-unow 9y} Y3noIyy 3nod ‘sAaqrea ay3 dn asrer o0} ‘orom 1
se ‘st ,9010A U}, ‘yydrenys Aemylry Sy} o3ew 0],

. urerd saoed y3noi ay3 pue ‘Qy3drenis apew aq [[eys
Pa30010 9} PUE :MO[ IPBW g [[eys [[IY pue Urejunour
A19A9 pue ‘pojexe oq [[eys Ad[es AIdAH,—{ OSIOA

. pon ino 10j Kemysy
e plIom 9[I3Uan) 2y} Ul JyYSTesis axfewl ‘pIo 9y} Jo Aem
oy} 24 axedaid ‘sAes jeyj ‘so[yuar) 9y} Jo puel 2y} Ul
YISO Jeyl} WIY JO 9010A 3L, :SAes A[reordLinpue pue
AIre1a)1] yepnp jo asnoy 9y} ‘pIekaurs, 9} 0} }SeIjU0d
ur (¢ 9s19a) ,319S9p, 92U} pPUB SSOUIIPIIM, UL

-odfinyue o3 sino ‘od£} ay3 dIom s, uyop
—3{10m INO jo 9rduwresua ue 3jIom s,uyop Jurewr snyj
‘owr) INno ul punoj st 193deyd SIY) Jo JULWYINJ 309IIP
oy} yey3 AIploq Ino spuels Yinij ayj} aIojoray] Aep
s,uyopr ur oidoad ay3 03 Arented Ajuo pue sAep 19)3el
oy3 ur ordoad ay3 o3 Adde A[ojiugop ‘SUIMOI[O] S9SIaA
oy} osTe pue 3urpadcaid sastoa o3 Ing ‘isnpdeg ay3 uyop
JO SIom QU3 UI JULWIYINJ PUNOJ 92JY} 9SIOA ‘OniJ,

This is trim area

Please Note: You are looking at the first actual print page of this TG,
as you will notice the top panels are upside down. After printing, this
page will be folded twice and trimmed to an actual tract size page.

This is trim area

The Universal Publishing Association

Tel: 860 798-3672
email: upa5453@gmail.com

2008 REPRINT

)

S /M

Vol. 1, Nos. 36, 37, 38|
4

Printed in the United States of America f

{ TIMELY GREETINGS

—The Only Peace of Mind—

Copyright, 1953 Reprint
Vol. 1 All Rights Reserved Nos. 36, 37, 38
V.T. Houteff

“COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE, MY PEOPLE.”
THE END OF YOUR LONG AND TRYING JOURNEY.
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TEXT FOR PRAYER
The Narrow, Upward Road

I shall read from “The Mount of Blessing,” be-
ginning on page 198 with the second paragraph:

“The narrow, upward road leading to home and
rest, furnished Jesus with an impressive figure of the
Christian way. The path which I have set before you,
He said, is narrow; the gate is difficult of entrance;
for the golden rule excludes all pride and self-seeking.
There is, indeed, a wider road; but its end is de-
struction. If you would climb the path of spiritual
life, you must constantly ascend; for it is an upward
way. You must go with the few; for the multitude
will choose the downward path.

“In the road to death the whole race may go, with
all their worldliness, all their selfishness, all their
pride, dishonesty, and moral debasement. There is
room for every man’s opinions and doctrines, space
to follow his inclinations, to do whatever his self-
love may dictate. In order to go in the path that leads
to destruction, there is no need of searching for the
way; for the gate is wide, and the way is broad, and
the feet naturally turn into the path that ends in death.”

We should pray for power to enable us to turn aside
from the broad path, from following self—the path
in which we find ourselves from birth up. We should
pray to choose the narrow path with the few, to know
for a certainty that only the narrow, upward way leads
to home and to peace.
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tion of our God; that God sends His Truth, not through
those who are exalted and idolized by men, but through
unsuspected servants; that those who do not turn from
man shall fall, whereas the followers of Truth and
righteousness shall live forever; that it is a sacred
duty of all Truth-bearers to proclaim the message to
all the brethren, for if they be not awakened now, they
may sleep on forever.

-0-0-0-0-0-

In order to bring all this unspeakable joy of
God’s promises, the expectation of the ages, these
studies are published and sent without charge or obli-
gation to all who wish to have them. Send your name
and address to The Universal Publishing Association,
see address back cover.

Don’t Miss Out On This

If you have not already sent for your copy of the
publicized and much discussed little 96-page health
book (“The Entering Wedge”) that has made the big stir
throughout the Adventist world and that has put The
E. W. Society in the limelight, do not miss it if your
health, home, and happiness mean something to you.
In our opinion this book is the best we have ever seen
on the subject. We actually feel that it is God-sent,
and that a copy of it should be in every home. We
are informed that you may now obtain it without the
coupon. Send your name, address, and the name of
the church to which you belong (you are requested to
print), to the address on the back cover.
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Verse 12—“For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go
by flight: for the Lord will go before you; and the God
of Israel will be your rereward.”

Our going into the land of our fathers, we are
here told, is not to be in fearful haste or flight, be-
‘cause the Lord Himself shall go before us, and He
shall be behind us.

Verses 13, 14—“Behold, My servant shall deal prudent-
ly, He shall be exalted and extolled, and be very
high. As many were astonied at thee; His visage
was so marred more than any man, and His form
more than the sons of men.”

These verses, as you know, have long been applied
to the Lord. He nevertheless, does not do all these
things personally, but He does them through His
messengers. Now note, in verse 13 we are told that
the Lord is greatly exalted, whereas in verse 14 we
are told His visage was marred and His form more
than the sons of men. “He hath no form nor comeli-
ness; . . . no beauty that we should desire Him.” Isa.
53:2. Why?—The only answer that can be given to the
question, is this: God knows that the people’s sinful
nature urges them to make idols of men. They easily
fall for men who can put forth a good front. They act
as though they were baptized in the names of these
modern Pauls and Apolloes. They are followers of
pride and pomp rather than followers of God and His
progressive Truth. To break them away from this
folly, God sends His Truth through unsuspected ones.
Thus contrary to their liking and expectation it is
written that the Lord had no form nor comeliness;
but in spite of it, He shall “be exalted and extolled,
and be very high.”
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bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. The
grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the Word of
our God shall stand for ever.”

“The voice” proclaims that all are grass, that all
the goodliness in men is as the flowers of the field,
but the Word of God stands forever. It must be, then,
that men are blind to these realities, else they would
not need be reminded of them. It must be that they
are depending upon flesh, instead of upon the Word of
God and His Spirit.

Verses 9-11—“O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get
thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that
bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength;
lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah,
Behold your God! Behold, the Lord God will come
with strong hand, and His arm shall rule for Him:
behold, His reward is with Him, and His work be-
fore Him. He shall feed His flock like a shepherd:
He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry
them in His bosom, and shall gently lead those that
are with young.”

The message which this chapter contains, we see,
is not a message to be preached to the world, but to
the cities of antitypical Judah, the church. And those
who proclaim it are citizens of antitypical Zion and
Jerusalem, members of the church. They are fear-
lessly to lift up their voices with strength.

They are to explain that the people whom God uses
to get His work done are “His arm”; that they are to
rule for Him; that His reward is with Him, and His
work yet before Him; that He shall feed His flock,
and with His arm (with His church) He shall gather
the lambs (the newly converted) and carry them to
His kingdom.
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Verses 12-20—“Who hath measured the waters in the
hollow of His hand, and meted out heaven with the
span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a
measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and
the hills in a balance? Who hath directed the Spirit
of the Lord, or being His counsellor hath taught Him?
With whom took He counsel, and who instructed Him,
and taught Him in the path of judgment, and taught
Him knowledge, and shewed to Him the way of under-
standing? Behold, the nations are as a drop of a buck-
et, and are counted as the small dust of the balance:
behold, He taketh up the isles as a very little thing.
And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts
thereof sufficient for a burnt offering. All nations
before Him are as nothing; and they are counted to
Him less than nothing, and vanity. To whom then
will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare
unto Him? The workman melteth a graven image,
and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and
casteth silver chains. He that is so impoverished
that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not
rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning workman to pre-
pare a graven image, that shall not be moved.”

Those who are ignorant of God liken Him to some-
thing. But the great question is, to what are we
likening Him—to something though there is no com-
parison of Him?

Verses 21-26—“Have ye not known? have ye not heard?
hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye
not understood from the foundations of the earth? It
is He that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the
inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretch-
eth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them
out as a tent to dwell in: that bringeth the princes to
nothing; He maketh the judges of the earth as vanity.
Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be
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33:24.

Verse 8—“Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with
the voice together shall they sing: for they shall see
eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring again Zion.”

All God’s servants shall together, and with joy,
exalt His message (the Voice), because when the Lord
again brings Zion they shall see eye to eye. What a
difference between Zion’s watchmen of tomorrow,
and her watchmen of today among whom hardly two
actually see eye to eye! “Only those who have with-
stood temptation in the strength of the Mighty One
will be permitted to act a part in proclaiming it [the
Third Angel’s Message] when it shall have swelled
into the Loud Cry.”—“Review and Herald,” Nov. 19,
1908.

Verses 9, 10—“Break forth into joy, sing together, ye
waste places of Jerusalem: for the Lord hath com-
forted His people, He hath redeemed Jerusalem. The
Lord hath made bare His holy arm in the eyes of all
the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the
salvation of our God.”

When these things take place, then all the earth
shall see the salvation of our God. But now let us
hear His counsel as to what He would have us do:

Verse 11—“Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence,
touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her;
be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord.”

Those who bear God’s Truth must be clean; they
must be freed from every cord that binds them to the

things of this world.
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Truth, the last message, of being in need of nothing
more, is but self-deception? Is not the message of
the Judgment for the Living the last instead of the
Judgment for the Dead? And is not the former ever
so much more important than the latter?

The statement, “Put on thy strength, O Zion; put
on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem,” plainly
shows that Zion is weak, and that Jerusalem is either
naked or clothed with filthy, ugly garments. Now to
transpose these terms from their figurative setting
to the actual, what could “strength” stand for if not
for faith in the fulfilment of these prophecies? The
Master said that without faith you can do nothing, but
with it you can remove mountains. Faith, therefore,
is what Zion and Jerusalem need today. Faith itself
is as invisible as air, but when put into action it can
remove even greater obstacles than air can remove
when it is put into action. Though we cannot see wind,
we can feel it and see the results of its power. So it
is with faith.

Next to consider are the garments. The garment
of a person is the first thing that attracts the eye. The
“beautiful garment,” therefore, must represent some-
thing which transforms the appearance of the wearer
from being spiritually ugly and filthy in appearance
to being spiritually beautiful and admirable. What
then, can it represent other than true Christian
character,—goodness, love, mercy, and justice,—
that which is visible and which makes a person like-
able and truly a respectable Christian.

The “strength” and the “garment,” together, there-
fore, are nothing less than the righteousness of Christ
—faith’s action and its results. These are the pre-
requisites which Zion and Jerusalem of today need.

24. Vol. 1, No. 38

LE 'ON ‘T IoA 9!
-BIQqY Sem Se 9s00yd 0} padariarnid jou arom am JI

¢1011e0S] sepnp JUIPIs3Oeq PIp SEe
Op NoA prnom IO ‘WeyeIqy Sem Se pon IOJ 019y B 2q
noA pinom ‘ssausno9ly3Ll pue YiniJ Joj 2uole puels ol
‘weyelqy sem se ‘piom SIH Aq pI[ed 2Iom QUOJe pue
Areuosiod nok I jeypy  CWIY pasealoul 9y ‘yeres
pue wIiy yloq yim saniqissodwr juaredde oyl (e
Jo 2y1ds ur jey)} ‘wIy Poassa[q pon pue pakaqo sSI[OY)
-I9AQU 92U ‘Quole sem Y y3noyl ‘weyeiqy pa[ed pon
uayMm Jey)} JOPISUOD 0} pUe ‘Yeleg pue Weyeiqy 03 J00]
0} paysruowpe are Ady], ‘SUBHSLIYD 9y} 3uowe jng
‘sma 3UTAdI[OqUN PAYIIULPI 23 Suowe 3y3nos aq 03 j0u
oI ‘0IO0JOIaY} ‘POSSaIppe 210y weyelqy JO UIP[IYD
UL 6T:E ‘TeD ostwoid oy} 03 IJUIPIOdOE SIRY
pue ‘pass s, weyelqy 29K aIe uayl ‘SISLIYD g 24 JI,
‘uonyeaidsu] sAes JI0o] WeYeIqy JO PIds a3} JO S2UW0D
-oq yjaiq remyuaids sty Aq oy 3ismy) s3dedoe Amay oy
JI ‘poO[q 9[IIUAN JO g U0 Y3noyl ‘viowrroyling

'9-$:L8 "BSd 'UEBI3S
'2I9Y3} uJOoq Sem uew SIY} jeyl ‘ordoad ayj dn yjojrm
9H UoyMm ‘JUnod [[eys PJo7 9] 'IdY UYSI[qeIsd [[eys
JleswiIH 3SoyU3IH 92U} pPu®B 19y Ul UJog Sem UBW Jey)
pue sy, ‘Pres 9q [[BYS II UOIZ JO pUY "d131) Uloq
Sem Uew s1y} ‘erdoryyy YIm 91K, pue “ensiyd proy
-9q 9] MOUY 1ey) Wy} 0} uojAqeqg pue qeyey Jo uon
-uouw o3ew [[IM [, :SAeS 9H JIOJ ‘pIodal Tedr3oreausd
109319d ® 1doy seY ‘Ionomoy ‘pon oym ST oym 2Ins
IO] MOUY j0U Op 9p\ ‘Weyelqy JO UIP[IYD 2y} oIe
SO[IIUQN) S[[BD P[IOM 9} WOYM SUOI}eU 93 jJo Auew sdey
-I19d “ULIP[IYD S, WeyeIqy JO dUO JOU SI 9y 1B} 2Ins
10] Aes A[rea1 ued ouo Aue A[piey ‘s)SIXo UOnENIIS
dn poxtw SIY} 20UIS ‘WeyeI(qY JO 9Q ISNUW SI[IUID)
oy} Jo Auew jeyl Ing ‘s,weyeiqy JO S)UBPUISIP
ATuo 2y} jou 218 ABPO] JO SMI[ PIJIIUIPI MIJ 2} Jey}
SNOIAQO ‘9I0J3I9U]} ‘ST 3] ‘opnimnuw JIoj B3S 9U} JO

THE END OF YOUR
LONG AND TRYING JOURNEY

TEXT OF ADDRESS BY V. T. HOUTEFF,
MINISTER OF DAVIDIAN 7TH-DAY ADVENTISTS
SABBATH, APRIL 19, 1947
MT. CARMEL CHAPEL
WACO, TEXAS

Our subject for this afternoon is found in the fifty-
first chapter of Isaiah, beginning with the first verse.

“Hearken to Me, ye that follow after righteous-
ness, ye that seek the Lord: look unto the rock whence
ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are
digged. Look unto Abraham your father, and unto
Sarah that bare you. .. .” Isa. 51:1, 2.

In this chapter God is speaking to the descendants
of Abraham, to a generation that is following after
righteousness. We now need to find in the stream of
time the exact generation which Inspiration here ad-
dresses.

Is it the people of Moses’ time? of Isaiah’s time?
of the Apostles’ time? of our time? or of some other
time? If the chapter is addressed to us, then our
need of studying it, and our interest in it, will be
infinitely greater than it would be otherwise. The
information we are seekingis found in verse seventeen—

“Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which
hast drunk at the hand of the Lord the cup of His
fury; thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup of trem-
bling, and wrung them out.” Verse 17.

Vol. 1, No. 37 9.
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This verse reveals that God is speaking to a people
who have gone through all the trials—hardships,
captivity and persecution allotted them to go through
for their sin and disobedience—they have drunk of the
dregs of the cup of trembling and even wrung them
out. At long last there are no more dregs left in the
cup. This, of course, could not be said to the people
in Moses’ time, nor in Isaiah’s time, nor even in the
Apostles’ time. It could not be said to any people at
any time but to those who have come to the time of
their liberation from want, fear, and insecurity which
they have created through their sin and rebellion.
Their Divine calling to awake, however, reveals that
though the time of deliverance has come, yet they are
in deep spiritual sleep—ignorant of these good tidings.

“Thus saith thy Lord the Lord, and thy God that
pleadeth the cause of His people, Behold, I have
taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the
dregs of the cup of My fury; thou shalt no more drink
it again.” Verse 22.

God, you see, positively addresses a people who
have already taken all the punishment they are to take,
and at long last He is pleading their cause. This cannot
be said at any time to any people heretofore. How do
we know that the time is here and that the Lord is now
speaking to us? We know it from the fact that these
long concealed prophecies on the subject are now for
the first time unfolded and brought to attention. We
are now ready to study the chapter verse by verse.

Isa. 51:1, 2—“Hearken to Me, ye that follow after
righteousness, ye that seek the Lord: look unto the
rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit
whence ye are digged. Look unto Abraham your
father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called him
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to awaken the people of God and to impress them with
the fact that soon the harvest will commence—first
separating the firstfruits, the 144,000 from “the house
of God,” then to be followed by the second fruits from
all nations (Rev. 7:9); the scripture also shows that
the sinners will no longer walk with the saints and that
the harvest ends the world (Matt. 13:39). Stop, think,
and read over again Isaiah fifty-one and fifty-two. Do
not pass hastily over this life and death subject.

Who is the Lord calling to awake?—Zion and Jeru-
salem. Why not the house of Judah, the house of
Israel, or some other? Who is Zion? and who is
Jerusalem? Here are the answers: In Isaiah’s time
Jerusalem was the capital city of the kingdom of Judah,
and on Zion stood the palace of the kings. And what
could they antitypically represent?—Comparatively
speaking, “Capital Hill,” the nation’s executive man-
sion of the United States (“the Whitehouse”), we might
call the Zion of the United States; and the capital city
of the nation, Washington D. C., we might call the
Jerusalem of the United States.

The Lord, however, is not addressing the United
States, and as Zion and Jerusalem are in this instance
personified, their counterparts therefore are as fol-
lows: The General Conference, the “Capital” of the
denomination must be the Zion of today; and the local
conferences, the under-rulers, must be the Jerusalem
of today. Who, then, is asleep and is being called to
“Awake?”—The General Conference and the local con-
ferences,—the executive branches of the denomination!
And if they were not asleep, why would Inspiration be
calling them to “awake”? Moreover is it not true that
they are blind to these scriptures? They treat them
as if they were not in the Bible at all. Does it not
look to you that their preaching of having the whole
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Yes, my friends, since our long and trying journey
is at an end let us as God’s “arm” give earnest heed
to His awakening call. Now at the end of our long
and trying journey, let us allow nothing to hold us
back from obtaining the two things that are to make
us stand forever—God’s salvation and His righteous-
ness.

We are now asked to choose either to stand on God’s
side or on the side of His adversaries (those whom
we fear); those who are doing everything to close our
eyes to God’s Truth for this time—either to choose
God, His Spirit and His revealed Truth, or to choose
men, desolation and destruction, the famine and the
sword.
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ham, God would not have reminded us of Abraham’s
experience. We are plainly told not to lose courage,
but to have faith in God, for He intends to bless and
increase us, as He blessed and increased our an-
cestors, Abraham and Sarah. The reason He gives
for blessing us as He blessed them, is this:

Verse 3—“For the Lord shall comfort Zion: He will
comfort all her waste places; and He will make her
wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden
of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein,
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.”

The focal point of the Scriptures is the rebuilding
of Zion, and that is our charge.

Verses 4, 5—“Hearken unto Me, My people; and give
ear unto Me, O My nation: for a law shall proceed
from Me, and I will make My judgment to rest for a
light of the people. My righteousness is near; My
salvation is gone forth, and Mine arms shall judge the
people; the isles shall wait upon Me, and on Mine
arm shall they trust.”

We are asked to hearken to the Lord because a
law and a judgment are to proceed from Him. These
are to be “a light to the people.” Again, says the
Lord: “And it shall come to pass in the last days,
that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be es-
tablished in the top of the mountains, and shall be
exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow un-
to it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye,
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His
ways, and we will walk in His paths: for out of Zion
shall go forth the law, and the Word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. And He shall judge among the nations,
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and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” Isa.
2:2-4.

The law is to go forth when the mountain (Kingdom)
of the Lord’s house is established on the top of the
mountains (kingdoms), and when It is exalted above
the hills. Then the “light” shall cause the rebuked
nations to flow to the mountain of the Lord. And, too,
instead of beating their plowshares into swords, and
their pruninghooks into spears (Joel 3:10), they will
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears
into pruning hooks. “Nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”
Isa. 2:4.

To say, “My righteousness is near,” and “My sal-
vation is gone forth,” is to say that salvation has
been here, but righteousness is about to come. And
how true!

What is the Lord’s “arm” that judges the people?
This we shall see as we read—

Verses 9,10—“Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of
the Lord; awake, as in the ancient days, in the genera-
tions of old. Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, and
wounded the dragon? Art thou not it which hath dried
the sea, the waters of the great deep; that hath made
the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass
over?”

How illogical it would be for God to be trying to
awake Himself, as though He, or His own arm, is
asleep! This verse shows that He calls the Exodus
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to choose either desolation and destruction, or famine
and the sword. Then unlike in David’s day, He Him-
self solves our problem if we let Him.

These are some of the things which God’s people
have gone through, even how some of these things
still surround them. Our hope, nevertheless, is in
God’s deliverance.

Verses 20-22—“Thy sons have fainted, they lie at the
head of all the streets, as a wild bull in a net: they
are full of the fury of the Lord, the rebuke of thy God.
Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and drunken,
but not with wine: Thus saith thy Lord the Lord, and
thy God that pleadeth the cause of His people, Be-
hold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup of trem-
bling, even the dregs of the cup of My fury; thou shalt
no more drink it again.”

Shall we not be thankful to know that everyone
whose name is found in the book shall be delivered
even from the time of trouble into which we are soon
to enter?—Michael shall stand up for His people (Dan.
12:1)? Once He gathers us, he shall never again
scatter us.

Verse 23—“But I will put it [the cup of His fury] into
the hand of them that afflict thee; which have said to
thy soul, Bow down, that we may go over: and thou
hast laid thy body as the ground, and as the street,
to them that went over.”

The tables are turned: What God’s people once had
to take from their enemies, their enemies must soon
take from them. Let us therefore not neglect to take
advantage of God’s plea of deliverance.
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