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TEXT FOR PRAYER
Take No Thought For The Morrow

I shall read from “Christ’s Object Lessons,” be-
ginning on page 18.

“Christ sought to remove that which obscured the
truth. . . . His words placed the teachings of nature as
well as of the Bible in a new aspect, and made them a
new revelation. . . . He gave the lesson, ‘Consider the
lilies of the field, how they grow [in the simplicity of
natural beauty]; they toil not, neither do they spin: and
yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these.” Then followed the
sweet assurance and the important lesson, ‘Wherefore,
if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to-day
is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall He not
much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?’ In the
sermon on the mount these words . . . were spoken to
the multitude, among whom were men and women full
of worries and perplexities, and sore with disappoint-
ment and sorrow. Jesus continued: ‘Therefore take
no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall
we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (for
after all these things do the Gentiles seek;) for your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these
things.”. . .”

We are now to pray that as Christ’s servants, we do
all we can to remove that which obscures the Truth of
today; that we find light through nature and the Bible;
that we realize that the Lord cares for us more than
He cares for the lilies; that we learn to trust in Him
and to do His bidding, and be no longer like the Gen-
tiles who worry about the things of this world; that we
know He will see that we have all our needs if our chief
business is to advance His Kingdom.

2. Vol. 1, No. 51
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fire. For by fire and by His sword will the Lord
plead with all flesh: and the slain of the Lord shall be
many. They that sanctify themselves, and purify them-
selves in the gardens [in places of worship] behind
one tree [following a leader] in the midst, eating
swine’s flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse,
shall be consumed together, saith the Lord. . . . And
I will set a sign among them, and I will send those
that escape of them unto the nations, to Tarshish,
Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal, and Javan,
to the isles afar off, that have not heard My fame,
neither have seen My glory; and they shall declare
My glory among the Gentiles.”

Here it is reiterated that the slaying takes place
in the church among those who are well acquainted
with the things of God, so much so that those who
escape are sent to declare His glory, and His fame
among the Gentiles. Moreover, the very fact that
the Gentiles are not slain but are to be taught of God
after the slaying takes place, positively shows that the
slaying takes place in the church only, and before pro-
bation closes for the Gentiles. To repeat, those who
escape the slaying are sent to preach salvation to the
Gentiles.

Verse 20—“And they [the escaped ones, says the
scripture| shall bring all your brethren for an offer-
ing unto the Lord out of all nations upon horses, and
in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon
swift beasts, to My holy mountain Jerusalem, saith
the Lord, as the children of Israel bring an offering
in a clean vessel into the house of the Lord.”

Since the 144,000 are the first fruits, and also the
servants of God, and are of both the antitypical house
of Judah and of Israel, they must be the escaped and

24. Vol. 1, No. 52
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admission to the Kingdom. Both those who must be
fenced in, or led with a rope or driven with a club as it
were into the Kingdom, and those who build the fence,
pull the rope, or hold the club will find the door closed,
and will hear the Master say, “Depart from Me; I
never knew you.” Ministers are not called to be task-
masters, nor conscience for others. They are called
to be teachers of the Truth.

If the Church is not making progress with Truth,
if she is not periodically adding unquestionable knowl-
edge to knowledge, then, I am sure, she has nothing
to boast about. She is inactive, her communication
line with Heaven broken, is God forsaken, dead. She
can never serve her members with “meat in due sea-
son” from the throne of God.

Let us for example take religion as it is in the
Bible today. It did not come all at once. Rather, it
took something like four thousand years to accumulate,
and about two thousand more years to comprehend as
much as the Church has comprehended by now.

If we should compare Abel’s knowledge of religion
with the Christian’s knowledge of it, we should no
doubt discover that there is no comparison, that Abel
knew comparatively only the very first principle of
the Christian’s faith. If religion, therefore, is not
something living, growing, and progressing, then
what is it?

Abel’s religion of six thousand years ago has ad-
vanced and expanded to meet the people’s necessities
of today. This was done only by Inspiration’s adding
to it, and Itself unfolding it. If the Church is not com-
mensurably growing and expanding, then how can
she be a living Church? and how can she keep up

Vol. 1, No. 51 5.



L IS 'ON ‘T 'ToA
"Aep SIY} 0} SMI[ U} oJe Se ‘OuWIr) AU}
puryaq 3ul[lel} SIA[RSINO puy [[eys am ‘Ajoarssaidord
woy} Jo yoeo Yim 20ed doss] am sso[upn "I9yjo ay3 Sur
-MOT[0] QU0 ‘sodessaw 221y} pajuasaidal are 2I9H

JqueT ayj Jo 2ouasaxd ayy url pue ‘sedue Aoy 2y} Jo
oouasard 9y}l Ul 2UOISWILIQ PuUB 1Y YIIM PIIUdULIO} 3]
reys oy pue ‘uoneudpul SIH jo dno oyl ojur 2InixXiu
noym jno parnod SI YOIym ‘pon Jo Yjeim 23U} JO dUIM
9y} JO UMLIp [[eYS Swes 2y} ‘puey SIY Ul IO ‘peay
-910J SIY Ul MJeW SIY 9AI9091 pue ‘9Fewll SIY pue 3seaq
oy} drysiom uew Aue JJ ‘90I0A Pnoj B Yim Julides ‘woy3l
pamog[oj [93ue PIIY} 9yl PUY "UONEOIUIO] I3 JO Uleim
9U) JO QUIM 9] JO NULIP SUONEBU [[e 9pBUW 2YS 9SNBIaq
‘£310 3e013 eyl ‘uoITe] SI ‘ud(e] SI uojdqeqg ‘Sulles
‘lo8ue Iayjoue PIMO[[O] 2IdY} PUY  ‘SIdlem JO surel
-Unoj sy} pue ‘B3S 9y} pue ‘Yles pue ‘UsABIY Spewl
yeyy wiy diysiom pue :2wod ST juowdpn( SIH jo Jnoy
oy} J10j ‘wiry o3 A10[3 o2a13 pue ‘pon Ied  ‘9010A
pnol e yym 3Juikes ‘ordood pue ‘on3uol pue ‘paipury
pue ‘uonjeu AI9Ad 0} pue ‘UYired 9y} UO [[oMpP Jey} WY}
ojun yoeard o3 [odso3 3urserresd oy} 3uraey ‘UaABAY JO
ISpIwr 2y} ul Ag [o3ue IdYjoue mes | puy,—OT-9:t1 "AdY

IPE2I MOU [[BYS oM ‘1] YIIm
ooed dooy p[noys am jeyl pue ‘3urmoisd sI yiniJ eyl

‘[0I3IUO0D IIOY} JOpUN ULW 9ABY Aewl A9) OS ‘S9[0II0
umo IIdY3 9pISINo jy3nel sI yeym jo jueroudt uow doayy
0} ST ABM S, J9)STUTWI UJIIPOW 9y} INg ‘AJIUIsle pue uon
-BA[ES 0} ABM S,UQABIH SI ‘99S NOoA a3parmous] o[qrg

'0C:8 e
. P2ABS JOU 2JB 2M PUB ‘Papud SI Jowwns ay3 ‘ised
ST 31SoAIey 9y, ‘Ino K10 A[19)31q [[BUS SUBNSLIYD
painjewrun yons [[e 1eyl ssed o1 awoo I1 [[eys UaY[
‘wop3ury 9yl Ul dwoy e IO} J[qI3e 2 0} y3noua

with the signs of the times, and with the progress
in the sanctuary above?

Let us read:

Eph. 4:11-14—“And He gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by
the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive.”

Inspiration makes it plain that God’s plan is that
the Church should ever be growing both in knowledge
and perfection till we all come in the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ; that we henceforth be no more children,
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning crafti-
ness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.

Since the Church has not yet attained the standard
set forth in this verse of Scripture, it is obvious that
she needs to have greater knowledge of Bible religion
than she has at the present time.

Being far from having reached such unity of faith,
of knowledge, and perfection, we see the need as clear
as crystal: We as Christians need to start growing,
otherwise the season of such growth will pass and we
shall be left but dwarfs, not having advanced far
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weeping, reproofs and warnings. While others try to
throw a cloak over the existing evil, and excuse the
great wickedness everywhere prevalent, those who
have a zeal for God’s honor and a love for souls, will
not hold their peace to obtain favor of any. Their
righteous souls are vexed day by day with the unholy
works and conversation of the unrighteous. They are
powerless to stop the rushing torrent of iniquity, and
hence they are filled with grief and alarm. They mourn
before God to see religion despised in the very homes
of those who have had great light. They lament and
afflict their souls because pride, avarice, selfishness,
and deception of almost every kind are in the church.
The Spirit of God, which prompts to reproof, is
trampled under foot, while the servants of Satan
triumph. . . .”—“Testimonies,” Vol. 5, pp. 210, 211.

No longer serve Satan. No longer fight God’s
Truth against your own interests. The Spirit of
Prophecy in these lines has made it as plain as it can
be made, that when the sealing message is brought to
the attention of the people, the servants of the Devil
will temporarily triumph, while God’s servants and His
Truth for a time will be trampled under foot by those
who control the churches. This evil work, you are all
well aware, is already in progress: The ministering
brethren are already fighting the message instead of
teaching it. The pulpits are occupied by men who
Sabbath after Sabbath stage tirade after tirade against
this Truth, the Truth of the Judgment for the Living.

As the gospel prophet in chapter sixty-six was also
given light on this subject, we shall turn to it.

Isa. 66:15-17, 19—“For, behold, the Lord will come with
fire, and with His chariots like a whirlwind, to render
His anger with fury, and His rebuke with flames of
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When is this separation of the wicked from among
the righteous to take place? Jesus places it in the
end of the world. Says He:

“Let both grow together until the harvest: and in
the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather
ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles
to burn them: but gather the wheat into My barn.
Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a net, that
was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:
which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat
down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast
the bad away.” Matt. 13:30, 47, 48.

As tares they are burned; as bad fish, they are
cast out. This is the way in which the Kingdom
comes, says the Lord. And what is the harvest if not
the Judgment for the Living?—the work which separates
the one from the other.

“The true people of God,” says Inspiration, “who
have the spirit of the work of the Lord, and the salva-
tion of souls at heart, will ever view sin in its real,
sinful character. They will always be on the side of
faithful and plain dealing with sins which easily beset
the people of God. Especially in the closing work for
the church, in the sealing time of the one hundred and
forty-four thousand who are to stand without fault be-
fore the throne of God, will they feel most deeply the
wrongs of God’s professed people. This is forcibly set
forth by the prophet’s illustration of the last work
under the figure of the men each having a slaughter
weapon in his hand.”—“Testimonies,” Vol. 3, p. 266.
On which side do you stand?

Now the subject of the 144,000 stands out brighter
than ever before. Now you can clearly see that those
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light. Thus it was that another sect, the Lutheran
denomination, was organized.

But this was only the beginning of the Reformation.
As one Truth after another began to unfold, and each
forced the inception of a new denomination because
each of the older daughters (sects), following in the
footsteps of the mother, herself, refused to keep pace
with the messages. Indeed, the Lutheran denomina-
tion itself, like all others before or after, was satis-
fied to remain where Luther left it. And so of neces-
sity another, the Presbyterian denomination, came
into being. Thus down the stream of time one de-
nomination after another has done likewise.

This is how it has been all through the centuries.
This is why not one of the churches has climbed any
higher than the founders left them. And this is why
Christians, rather than growing into the unity of the
faith, are with each passing day, becoming more and
more disunited in faith and hostile to each other’s
faith.

To boast, therefore, that one’s denomination has
never added a doctrine or laid off one, is to admit
that his church is at a standstill, virtually saying,
“We are rich and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing,” when in fact they are “wretched,
miserable, poor, blind, and naked,” but know it not.

Very obviously, religion is something which grows
and unfolds, but its people as an organization have
never kept pace with it.

The most astonishing part of it is that those who
have led the denominations after the death of their
founders, rather than teach the laity to watch and
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wait for more revealed Truth, instead are teaching
that their church has all Truth and that there is need
of no more.

Here we see that the “church militant” is in reality
the church which is militant against advancing Truth,
and that “the church triumphant” is the church which
marches on with the progress of Truth.

This fact was seen at the very first step toward
progress in religion: Both Cain and Abel were en-
deavoring to walk in the highway of progress by each
offering a sacrifice. Abel worshiped according to
the wisdom of God, whereas Cain worshiped according
to the wisdom of man. Cain’s sacrifice was merely
the counterfeit of Abel’s. Here we see that where
Truth is, there is also a counterfeit. While there
are denominations which were established on Truth,
there are also counterfeits, and that is what accounts
for the great multiplicity of denominations and sects.

Cain’s slaying Abel for doing what the Lord would
have him do, is a type of false worship, of opposition
and of persecution. Thus has it been in the past,
and still is: Those who are in error are ever found
hostile against Truth and persecuting those who
practice the Truth.

Now suppose that Abel had lived until our day
and had followed the progress of Truth through each
generation, what would have been his experience in
religion?—He would necessarily have joined with
Enoch’s movement; with Noah’s; with Abraham’s;
with Jacob’s; with Moses’; with all the prophets’; with
John the Baptist’s; with the Apostles’; then with the
Lutherans’; with the Presbyterians’; with the Meth-
odists’; with the First-day Adventists’; with the Sev-
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thus see the wide contrast between sin and righteous-
ness, and do not feel as those do who stand in the
counsel of God and receive the mark, is described in
the order to the five men with slaughter weapons: ‘Go
ye after him through the city, and smite; let not your
eye spare, neither have ye pity; slay utterly old and
young, both maids, and little children, and women;
but come not near any man upon whom is the mark;
and begin at my sanctuary.” >—“Testimonies,” Vol. 3,
p. 267.

Here are shown two classes in the church—the faith-
ful and the unfaithful—those who view sin as sin and
those who view it as fun. Also it is seen that the
church has a closing work, a work that must be done
especially for her, not for the world. In addition, it
reveals that the closing work for the church is the
sealing of the 144,000, that they, therefore, are the
ones who will feel most deeply the wrongs among God’s
professed people.

Verses 7-11—“And He said unto them, Defile the house,
and fill the courts with the slain: go ye forth. And
they went forth, and slew in the city. And it came to
pass, while they were slaying them, and I was left,
that I fell upon my face, and cried, and said, Ah Lord
God! wilt Thou destroy all the residue of Israel in Thy
pouring out of Thy fury upon Jerusalem? Then said
He unto me, The iniquity of the house of Israel and
Judah is exceeding great, and the land is full of blood,
and the city full of perverseness: for they say, The
Lord hath forsaken the earth, and the Lord seeth not.
And as for Me also, Mine eye shall not spare, neither
will I have pity, but I will recompense their way upon
their head. And, behold, the man clothed with linen,
which had the inkhorn by his side, reported the matter,
saying, I have done as Thou hast commanded me.”
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were before the house.”

Note that at the command of Lord, the angels
in charge are to slay the sinners in Jerusalem (in the
church), not in the world. Only the abomination-hating
ones, those who receive the mark for sighing and cry-
ing against the wrongs are to be left.

The day Ezekiel had this vision in Babylon, Jeru-
salem had already been in captivity and emptied of its
people for years. See Ezekiel 1:1; 8:7. No such a
purification or cleansing as here described ever
took place in Ezekiel’s day or in the annals of the
church since his day. It is, therefore, certain that
the prophecy is yet to be fulfilled.

Inspiration in our day, moreover, puts this fore-
seen cleansing still in the future and makes this ex-
planation:

“The class who do not feel grieved over their own
spiritual declension, nor mourn over the sins of others,
will be left without the seal of God. The Lord com-
missions his messengers, the men with slaughtering
weapons in their hands: ‘Go ye after him through the
city, and smite; let not your eye spare, neither have
ye pity; slay utterly old and young, both maids and
little children, and women; but come not near any man
upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary.
Then they began at the ancient men which were before
the house.

“Here we see that the church—the Lord’s sanctuary
—was the first to feel the stroke of the wrath of God.
The ancient men, those to whom God had given great
light, and who had stood as guardians of the spiritual
interests of the people,” says the Spirit of God, “had
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Lo, the world is already headed for the time of
trouble. And when it is reached, refuge will be found
only in an up-to-date Truth, Truth that puts one’s
name in Michael’s book of Heaven.

Verse 10—“Many shall be purified, and made white,
and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none
of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall
understand.”

Who are the wise:—They must be those who
are ever searching for “golden oil,” those who have
their vessels full (Matt. 25:1-13). Those who are let
in through the door are those who have obtained and
followed an up-to-date map of Truth.

Religion, Brother, Sister, is not something dead
and waning. It is something living and growing, and
God’s people grow with it.

And now in closing I wish to leave this question for
you to ponder and to answer to yourself: Is this ex-
perience—the experience of progressing with Truth—
your experience? If it is not, then why not? yes, why?
Is it not worth everything—money, houses, lands,
friends, mothers, fathers, husbands or wives? Is it
not worth all these in order to double them? (See
Isaiah 61:6, 7; Mark 10:28-31.)

-0-0-0-0-0-

In order to bring all this unspeakable joy of
God’s promises, the expectation of the ages, these
studies are published and sent without charge or obli-
gation to all who wish to have them. Send your name
and address to the Universal Publishing Association,
to the address on the back cover page.
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