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OPENING PRAYER THOUGHT

I shall read from The Mount of Blessing, p. 155,
beginning with the second paragraph.

M. B. pp. 155, 156—“The very first step in approach-
ing God is to know and believe the love that He has
to us; for it is through the drawing of His love that we
are led to come to Him.

“The perception of God’s love works the renunci-
ation of selfishness. In calling God our Father, we
recognize all His children as our brethren. We are all
a part of the great web of humanity, all members of
one family. In our petitions we are to include our
neighbors as well as ourselves. No one prays aright
who seeks a blessing for himself alone.

“ ‘Which art in heaven.” He to whom Christ bids
us look as our Father,” s in the heavens; He hath
done whatsoever He hath pleased.” In His care we
may safely rest, saying, What time I am afraid, I
will trust in Thee.””

What does the reading instruct us to pray for?>—For
an appreciation of God’s love and for better under-
standing of Him; for the right understanding of what
it means to pray the Lord’s prayer; for wisdom to
know why we address God as our Father, why we are
members of one family, brethren of one household;
for grace to remember to pray not for ourselves only
but for our neighbors, and even for our enemies.
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all nations (Rev. 7:9), are to be brought to the house
of the Lord (Isa. 66:19, 20).

You, yourself, can now answer the question as to
whether you are a Davidian or still a Laodicean. If
you are satisfied with yourself, with your spiritual
attainments, with your man-made gospel program; if
you think that the Lord is speaking to you by whatever
happens to “click” in your mind; if you think you have
all the Truth, and that you have need of nothing more;
if you think that everyone who does not have your
stamp of approval on his belief, is a false prophet; and
if you are in constant fear that someone is everlast-
ingly trying to deceive you because he teaches some-
thing new; if you never give it a thought that you may
be slamming your door against a Truth-bearer who
may be bringing to you the Lord’s “eyesalve,” and
the “wedding garment”—if you do all these or any part
of them, then you must be as good a Laodicean as you
can possibly be, not a Davidian.

But if you are aware that your garments are filthy,
and your iniquity not blotted out; if you realize that
you are to walk in God’s ways as He directs through
the Joshua of today, if you are all for God and not at
all for self or for the world, then, of course, you
either are, or are beginning to be, a Davidian. If you
have not attained to all of these, you should see that
you do; and if you already have, then keep advancing
in the light, and for certain you shall finally stand on
Mt. Zion with the Lamb.

Now take the counsel of the Lord, and no longer be
like a piece of bark drifting in the sea with every wind
of doctrine.

“. .. The people of God are represented in the mes-
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out of it His groaning people. You recall that Moses
protested against the idea and argued that he had
failed at his first attempt, the time he was young
and well-informed and that at that late hour of his life
he was not trying again, that he could no longer even
speak the language. After a prolonged conversation
God removed his objections by promising to give him
his brother, Aaron, to be his spokesman, and Moses
finally consented to return to Egypt.

There with his shepherd’s rod he performed many
signs and wonders before both the Egyptians and the
Hebrews. And you remember what took place the
night of the Passover, the night before they left Egypt:
Moses had proclaimed throughout the land that in
every dwelling where no blood was found on the door-
post, that very night the firstborn in each such dwell-
ing would die.

Those who disobeyed the Divine injunction, were,
on the day following busily moaning and burying their
dead, while those who obeyed the command were
joyously and orderly marching out of the cities. Yes,
only those who were able to take orders were made
free from slavery. It is, therefore, prerequisite that
we learn to take orders if we are to receive the seal
of God in our foreheads.

Let us not forget, though, that the children of Is-
rael left Egypt with great zeal and high hopes. But
when they saw the Red Sea ahead of them, and Pha-
raoh’s army behind them, they were filled with con-
sternation. They saw themselves in a death trap
although they were at the brink of another marvelous
deliverance. Then they turned on Moses and accused
him of bringing them to the sea, of making their es-
cape from their enemies absolutely impossible.

Vol. 1, No. 7 5.
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Humanly viewing the situation, they were in a pre-
carious predicament. In that moment they forgot
their miraculous deliverance from Pharaoh’s task-
masters and their eyes closed to the wondrous cloud
by day and pillar of fire by night that had led them all
the way. As they saw it, the evidence against Moses’
ability to lead them safely was overwhelming. Inso-
far as they were concerned, the whole venture ap-
peared doomed to failure. Their hopes of going ahead
or of even going back left them,—and all because they
thought Moses, not God, was their deliverer! How
shortsighted, unstable, doubting, and forgetful human
beings are! Experience in the gospel work has taught
me that God’s people of today have the same tempter
to contend with, and similar temptations to overcome
if they are to receive the seal of God.

What a great difference would there have been had
the Israelites only believed that God, not Moses, was
their Leader, that that which appeared to be their
death trap, was their door of hope. Let their ex-
perience teach us to remember that God is either
leading us altogether or not at all, that His ways are
not our ways, and that what may appear to be our
greatest obstacle, may actually turn out to be our
greatest blessing.

Israel’s real danger, we now see, was not in what
Moses did, but in their unbelief of God’s having the
reins in His hands, in not knowing that His ways are
beyond finding out—contrary to ours. They failed to
see that God could again and again perform miracle
after miracle to deliver them from their enemy’s
hand, that He could dry the ocean as easily as He
could flood the earth.

Having their failures before us, we should make
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called “The Holy people, The redeemed of the Lord,”
“Sought out, A city not forsaken” (Isa. 62:12).

Verse 12—“And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh
the Lord of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name
is The BRANCH; and He shall grow up out of His place,
and He shall build the temple of the Lord.”

Joshua is well instructed that the burden and the
ingenuity for building this spiritual temple, belongs
to Him Whose name is “the BRANCH.” He is to grow
out of His place. To Him be the glory. He alone is
to be exalted. He is to build the temple of the Lord.

Verses 13, 15—“Even He shall build the temple of the
Lord; and He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and
rule upon His throne; and He shall be a priest upon
His throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between
them both. And they that are far off shall come and
build in the temple of the Lord, and ye shall know that
the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you. And this
shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice
of the Lord your God.”

Thus shall the prophecies of Isaiah, chapters two
and four, also the fourth chapter of Micah be fulfilled.

Finally, how do we know for certain that this mes-
sage was planned and recorded especially for the
church of today?—We know it from the fact that the
revelation of these scriptures is now, never before,
unveiled and proclaimed. Now its proclamation makes
known that the Lord “is taking the reins in His Own
hands” (Testimonies to Ministers, p. 300); that the
time of the purification of the church (the Judgment
of the Living in the house of God—1 Pet. 4:17) is at
hand (Testimonies, Vol. 5, p. 80); that the purified
ones, the 144,000 (the wheat)—Rev. 14:1 are to be put
in the barn (Matt. 13:30), no longer to be commingled
with the tares; that an innumerable multitude from

Vol. 1, No. 8 27.




‘1T 8 'ON ‘T 'ToA

‘ITe e juauWIE3 OU UO SBY dUO JI UL} ‘SSaUsSNoa3y3LI
SASLIYD sjuasardar juouwrred Iym Yl JI ‘MON

"UBIDIPOET B ST Yong °sI oy
JeyMm [[9} UBD PON INg 2UO OU UIY} ‘SOYIO0[0 OU SIedm
oy JI Ing "I9XIOM IO[0D-23TUYm E 2¢ 03 wIy 28pn[ om
‘OSIMISY)O PISSAIP ST Y J[ “JoI0ge[ B o 03 Wiy 23pn[
om ‘SI[eI2A0 UT Payjo[d st 2y JjI ‘311ods deayo e 2q 03
wry 28pnfl om uoyl ‘uo urd ued 9Y 333 UL} A12A9 Apoq
SIY UO SeY Ppue SOY)O0[0 2peI3 JIoMO[ SIeam 2y J] ‘UewW
ssauisng e 2q 03 wry 23pnf om ‘vo nd ueo oy Iuryl
-AI9A9 U3IIM PI3[OOp 30U ST PUE SOYJO[O QUIJ SIBoM UOS
-19d ® JI :s1eom 9y soy30[d jo 2dA} ayj Aq uorssajoxd
s,ouo 23pnl ued am A[IE[IWIS PUE (9081 SIY AJIIUIPI 03
oIqe 2IB om SOIISLI9IOBIRYD [eroej s,uosiad e Ag

"C1:ST "1eIN 30U NoA mouy [, ‘Aes UIYIIm WOIJ 90I0A
U3 Jeay 031 A[uo I00p ayj} 03 3193 ‘9in3y ayj) 23ueyd o}
‘IIm A9y3 pue 9j3e] 003 2q [[IM II INg }] 393 03 3uryifue
Aed M pue {UiniJ, oY) mous| 0} SNOIXUE 3¢ AdY} [[IMm
UQy], .iSSe[d Jo eas oy} JoN joderrwr ‘9delIip, 3Ino
£10 9010A 3urroamb yym pue jorId 9[qeqrIOSIpul Ul
Iim A9y) ‘5]00] 9S0[0 & 3B} puk ‘Aem 2y} Jo pus 2y} 03
193 Aoy} uaym Ing . 'SSe[3 Jo BIs, oY} 2q 0} 2INs IOJ
woy} o3 sreadde ‘oue)SIP B JB 29s MOU A3Y) 1eym

‘poo3 Aue woy}
op 0} y3noua uoos jou ing ‘pauado oq [[Im s949 IIoY}
UYL, oIy 9U} Ul PILI} Jou ST p[od Iy} ey} 90€]
0} 90BJ] WAUY} 0} 9)BIISUOWSP [[IM JOSWIH JIOUYOIJEM
ATuaaeay 2y} ‘9ouay 3uof jou ‘y3noy; ‘Aes swog ‘aIouwr
3UIylOoU JO PI2U UI PUE YOLI oI AU} Jey] JUIY) I2Ad
-10] TIIm A9y) ‘woyy o3 suaddey 31 o31] 3UIylowos SS9
-U[) °"Poou SUBIJIPOET] 9y} Jeym SI 20uarradxa 3uruado
-9A5 ue yons jsnp "BIDIpoeT] jo [93Ue 2Y) SI SB YOlI
SB 9¢ pInom [—¢aqg ] pnom YOLI Moy UL "IdY3I0 ou
aaey [ asoddns pue }19J193UNOD SI AQUOW JNOJK, ‘QuW

in him as Heaven’s appointed ruler? As such he is
clothed from his head to his feet,” and the angel of
the Lord stood by.” What a gift! and what a bodyguard
for one to have in a world such as ours! In spite of
it, though, human beings are very slow and hesitant
to take their stand on the Lord’s side. Most of them
had rather lean on a man.

Verse 8—“Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou,
and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men
wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth My ser-
vant the Branch.”

Not only Joshua, but also those who sit before him
(the congregation) are admonished to hear this charge.
And what kind of men are they?>—Men wondered at.
This symbolism shows that at the fulfillment of this
prophecy the angel of the church of the Laodiceans is
no longer in charge of the Lord’s house, and that
God’s people are to be made up wholly of men won-
dered at!

Obviously, then, as a result of this revival and
reformation within the Laodicean church, another
church emerges of which Joshua is in charge, not the
angel of Laodicea. In it there are to be neither
“tares” (Matt. 13:30), “bad fish” (Matt. 13:47, 48),
or “goats” (Matt. 25:32). The Laodicean, the seventh,
is the last that is commingled with hypocrites, saints
and sinners.

Who is to bring this revival and reformation, this
great change?—The BRANCH. And according to Isa-
iah 11:1 to 5, the Branch is the Lord, the Son of David.
We shall now read—

Verse 9—“For behold the stone that I have laid before
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office seekers and faultfinders, admitting one great
truth one day and forgetting it the next day—yet ex-
pecting to be sealed with the seal of God and to stand
with the Lamb on Mt. Zion!

The Lord fed His ancient people with Angel’s food,
the kind their work and climate required. He de-
livered it fresh daily, and it did not cost them one
cent. All they had to do was to bring it into their
tents and to eat it. But they disliked the manna, and
wished they were back in Egypt eating from its flesh
pots, “the leeks, and the onions, and the garlick.”
In their eyes, Moses was the greatest of sinners, and
they blamed him for every trial of their faith. Had
God given them something other than manna, they
would have been just as dissatisfied with it because
an evil spirit was in them. Let us gladly and with
thanks eat and drink what the Lord gives us and when
He gives it to us.

You recall that by craving flesh food they made the
situation unbearable for Moses. So, to their great
surprise quail filled the camp, and the multitude
carried them into their tents. But at what a cost!
Thousands of them died even while the flesh was yet
between their teeth. Then they understood that the
manna was the better food. It was a great lesson,
but an expensive one. What about us Vegetarians?

Their murmuring, however, did not end even then.
They found something else to murmur about. They
grew jealous of Moses and of Aaron. “They are tak-
ing too much on themselves,” the office seekers com-
plained. “We are just as much favored of God as are
Moses and Aaron. God speaks with us as much as He
speaks with them,” they said. And who were the
chief complainers?—The princes of the nations, the
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men who were the most capable, the very ones who
should have known better. Those who could have been
the greatest help to Moses became the biggest hin-
drance to him. They wanted Aaron’s office; they
wanted Moses’ office. They refused to be satisfied
with anything less. The Lord Himself got nowhere
with them! The only thing He could do was to cause
the earth to swallow them. Thus in one day thousands
—practically all the so-called wise—fell into the bowels
of the earth. Are we, too, seeking office by which
to exalt self and are we, too, endeavoring to usurp
the seat of the Spirit of Truth?

Finally, the emancipated children of Israel came
to the borders of the promised land. And though they
had witnessed great miracles right along, yet they
did not believe that God could procure the land for
them! They had seen that He was able to deliver them
from Pharaoh’s brick yards, to take them dryshod
through the sea, to destroy their enemies, to give
them food and water in the desert where there was
none to be had, yet they did not believe that He was
able to take the land for them and that He could finish
what He had started!

There are thousands today who are doing virtually
the same when they say, “Isaiah, chapter 2, Micah,
chapter 4, Jeremiah, chapter 31 and Ezekiel, chapters
36 and 37 will never be fulfilled.” It was those who
were of age, those who should have known better, that
started the ball rolling down hill to destruction. The
youth, of course, must have echoed the murmurings
of their elders, but the Lord did not hold it against
them. And in order to salvage the youth, God had to
bury all their murmuring parents except the two faith-
ful, trusting men who protested against the evil report
of the other ten spies. Mark you, every adult that

10. Vol. 1, No. 7

8 "ON ‘T 'IoA T

Jluowirel Jo 93Ueyd UYIIM 293 300
ma [ pue ‘9oy) wogj ssed o3 Aymbrur asuryy posneo
oABY [ ‘ployeg ‘pres oy WIY 0jUN puy  WIY WOJJ
syuowred AUy oyl Aeme o3e] ‘Surkes ‘wIy oI0joq
pools Jeyj asoy} ojun oxeds pue paromsue oy puy ‘193
-ue oY) 2I0J9q Pools pue ‘sjusurred AYIY UM PIYIO[0
Sem BNYSOQ MON ¢2IF 92U} jo ino pasonyd pueiq e SIy}
JoU ST 99U} 93NCAI WRleSNIdL UISOYD Yey jey) pio]
U} UQAd ‘uejeg (O 99U} 93Ngal plo 9] ‘Ueleg ojun
pres pio7 9y} puy Wiy }SIsaI 0} puey IYSuI siy je 3ur
-puels ueleg pue ‘pIog 2yj jo [o3ue 9} 2I0Joq IUIPUEIS
1sonxd ySI1y o9y} eNysopQ oUWl PImMays 9y puy,—p-1:¢ "UYooZ

:surerdxa yerreyoaz 3oydoid oy, ‘31 10 93UBYIXD
ur s9AI3 oY Jeym Aq pue ‘)1 $3193 oY YOIyMm WOJIJ 90INO0S
oyl Aq ‘yuowrred sy Aq poziu3dooal SI ueiplaed ®©
‘parers Apgoriq ‘[[oM ST UeIplAB( B jeUm MOUd ISIY
Isnw nok ‘ueiprag e aJe nok JI yno puyg o] °jou Io
ueIlpiag( e aJe NoA Iayjaym mous] 0} Asea se jsnl st 31
puUy ‘UB30IPOET] B 3q [[[}S JOUUEBD NOA 9SIN0D JO Uy}
‘op sueaoIpoe] 2u} jeym jo ajrsoddo oyl op noLk jp

‘owreys 03} nd snyy
Aoyy pue posodxd 9q [[IM SSOUPINBU IRY}—MOU ‘SoA
—mou uonejiaur sty 3daddoe jou op A3yl JI Yoo} Iy}
yseud o3 pue doom 0} 9IdY3} . ‘SSoudIep J9)No, 03Ul
188D jJ0U 9q A9} ey} os ‘yuawirel Jurppam ay3 uo nd
0} WY} SI}IAUI 9 "UYOuI A[ni} aq 1y A3y3 ey} os
‘(g parsrdsur) o1y oY) Ul PaLL) ST JeY) PUny 9y} ‘pod
wiyg Jo 4Ang 0} SUBIOIpPOET 9OY} SIJIAUI O

"1 sAes oyp PIOT AY3 ST 3 2snedaq
‘gonw ool 3urdes jou sI J1 jng ‘yonw Juikes SI SIY}
ozI[ear | ‘30adsal [[e U] “j0U 31 MOU A9U} Ing ‘yeyl
Isnl sjuosaordor ssoupaseu s,UBIOIPORT JYJ UIOQ
sem 9y UOIYym UI UINS oY} AJUO ‘SSQUSN09}YSLI-J[oS
—doAeY oY P[NOM SS2USNO02IYSLI 9soyM U] ‘PI[BU ST

The first one to be given the garment is Joshua,
the high priest, the highest official in the church. If
he has not the garment, then no one else has it either.
From this we see that the genuine revival and refor-
mation starts at the head, not at the feet, and that
before one is given the right to put the garment on,
his iniquity is taken away—he repents of his sins, and
the Lord blots them out. Satan, though, is right there
to resist and accuse him; but, thanks be to God that
the Lord is also there to rebuke the enemy. Do you
catch the lesson, Brother, Sister? While you are get-
ting the garment you will have to meet strong opposi-
tion. But what of it? Is it too much to stand firmly
for Truth and righteousness when the majority for-
sake? And how else shall you become a hero for God?
(Read Matthew 5:10-12.)

The apostles and the prophets not only withstood
opposition from their own brethren, but they even
gladly died for their white garment. You, though,
are not now asked to give up your life, but to save it.
The “tables” are now reversed. The Lord will not
permit you to be consumed by the flame. He is to
rescue you as a “brand plucked out of the fire.”

From this we see that the Joshua of today is hav-
ing his filthy garments exchanged for white robes,
for the righteousness of Christ.

Verse 5—“And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon
his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and
clothed him with garments. And the angel of the Lord
stood by.”

Not only is he clothed in a white garment, but he
is also crowned with a fair mitre. And what could
such a mitre denote other than the authority vested
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fire just as soon as they come. I never read them and
I never will—no, not a line. I am satisfied [lukewarm)]
with my religion. I belong to the true remnant church
and I expect to go with it. How dare you try to deceive
me?”

Another says: “Please do not send me any more
of your literature, as I am satisfied with my own
views.”

This kind of talk is typically Laodicean. It perfect-
ly expresses their lukewarmness. The Lord, though,
is against their attitude. Is there anything which could
more completely and more quickly sever one’s com-
munication line with God forever than an attitude of
having all the Truth and of having need of no more?
If the language in the letters from which I have just
read to you does not say, “I am rich, and in need of
nothing more,” then what could say it?

This group of Laodiceans will never, never have
their eyes opened, will never be anything but wretched,
miserable, poor, blind, and naked. They can never
be reached by Heaven, not even by the Lord Himself.
If they thus continue, then the only thing Christ can do
is to spue them out of His mouth, never again to men-
tion their names at the Throne of Grace. Anything
new from the Bible that is brought out by anyone but
themselves, even though purported to be through In-
spiration, they hastily brand “deception,” though they
are already in a gross self deception. They read the
Bible with the hope of finding proof by which to disa-
gree with everyone but themselves.

Let me illustrate: I may be on the way to the bank
with a million dollars, and I may seriously believe
that I am a millionaire. But suppose the banker tells
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Having these ensamples before us, this picture to
go by, I can confidently tell whether I am headed for
the Kingdom or whether I am headed for the bowels
of the earth (Rev. 12:16). And I am sure that you, too,
can tell which way you are headed. The Lord does not
require more or less of us than He required of our
types. There is therefore no mystery as to what we
must do, and what we must not do to receive the seal
of God.

We need not go into a land of wonderment, need not
entertain the idea that we must have a mysterious
feeling, exciting emotion, need not wallow in the dust
or jump to the ceiling. No, we need not make fools
of ourselves. All we need to do is be ourselves. Be
calm, decent, respectable, heaven-like beings, en-
deavoring to do God’s will on earth as it is done in
heaven. We need not make a display of ourselves,
but we need to mind our God-given business and to
keep our noses out of other people’s business.

Only when we have done all we can to comply with
the requirements of the message for today, not of
yesterday, shall we be sealed and stand with the Lamb
on Mt. Zion.

Should we not be glad that while we are being in-
vited to the Kingdom, we are also being told how to
get there? Seeing all these, we must never let our
confidence in God wane. We ought to be stable, firm
in everything, lacking nothing. God’s eleventh-hour
servants, says Inspiration, are to be “a great people
and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither
shall be any more after it.” Joel 2:2. They know
what they believe, and believe what they know. Most
important of all, they know that they are led by God,
not by man.
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They are not like the Pharisees who were building
monuments in memory of the dead prophets (Matt. 23:
29-31) and at the same time were slaying the living
ones! With this light shining on our pathway, He-
brews, chapters 3, 4, 10 and 11 become self-interpret-
ing.
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how great is that darkness!” Matt. 6:23. If negli-
gence of making proper use of spiritual light makes
the offender blind, then something having power to a-
rouse in him zeal to discover his true condition, is
his only remedy. Only such an eyesalve can possibly
open his eyes. Let me concretely illustrate:

Individuals often write to the office saying: “I
heard so much against ‘The Shepherd’s Rod,” and what
I heard made me unmercifully prejudiced. But I hap-
pened to get hold of one of your little tracts, . . . and
for courtesy’s sake, I thought I’'d see what it is about.
But as I read a few pages of it, and as my eyes began
to open, I read the whole tract. I am now anxious to
read the rest of your books. Will you please send me
whatever reading matter you can?”

Another such Providential incident came to our
attention from far-away China: “I picked up half of
your booklet (Tract No. 13) on the street, and my
wife a few days later picked up the other half beside
the curb of the same drive. I pieced them together,
and got your address. [ am deeply interested in all
it contains, and am anxiously waiting to hear from
you. Could you tell me everything that will help me
find my joy?”

These truth-searching brethren obviously repre-
sent those who can be pried out of their Laodicean-
ism. Their experiences well illustrate that the “salve”
represents Inspiration’s timely Truth.

Now let me tell you of another class of individuals
from whom I often hear. Listen to what they say:
“Please keep your ‘Rod’ to yourself, take my name
from your mailing list. I am not in the least interest-
ed in what you are doing. Your booklets go into the
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