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OPENING PRAYER THOUGHT

I shall read from The Mount of Blessing, the first
two paragraphs on page 159.

M. B., p. 159—“God is our Father, who loves and
cares for us as His children; He is also the great
King of the universe. The interests of His kingdom
are our interests, and we are to work for its upbuild-
ing.

“The disciples of Christ were looking for the im-
mediate coming of the kingdom of His glory; but in
giving them this prayer Jesus taught that the kingdom
was not then to be established. They were to pray
for its coming as an event yet future. But this peti-
tion was also an assurance to them. While they were
not to behold the coming of the kingdom in their day,
the fact that Jesus bade them pray for it, is evidence
that in God’s own time it will surely come.”

What is the seed thought contained in this reading?
What should we pray about?—That we may understand
that prayer alone will not take us into the Kingdom;
that work is every bit as needful as is prayer. Yes,
the interests of His Kingdom should be uppermost in
our minds. We are to “work” for its upbuilding as
well as praying for it.

2. Vol. 1, No. 9
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Since Zechariah’s prophecy met only partial ful-
filment in the days the Jews returned from Babylon
to Jerusalem, and since his writings speak inter-
changeably of another such movement, the which is to
be greater than the former, there is, therefore, no
doubt but that the latter is the antitype of the former.
Hence, the revival and reformation of Zechariah’s
time is to repeat in our time. The builders’ failure
to continue with the work and to bring revival and
reformation before Haggai and Zechariah were called
to the prophetic office, and their success after God
through the prophets took over, perfectly demon-
strates that without the living Spirit of Prophecy in
the midst no revival and reformation efforts can suc-
ceed, and that is why they all heretofore have failed.
The type also perfectly demonstrates that since God
has now risen from His holy habitation, and has taken
the reins in His Own hands, revival and reformation
is sure to triumph. It is, therefore, useless to agi-
tate revivals and reformations while one knows not
what and how actually to revive or to reform. It is
commendable to hold up the standard but it certainly
is not in God’s order for one to “work up” something
and to call it revival and reformation.

In conclusion, let us summarize the two main
points which our study of the afternoon has definitely
made clear to us: (1) That a work and movement
similar to those of Zechariah’s day is successfully to
bring revival and reformation among God’s people of
today, that those who expect the promised blessings
must whole-heartedly enter into it. (2) That without
the living Spirit of Prophecy in our midst, there can
be no success in any revival and reformation, and
that the sooner we know it the quicker we shall a-
chieve our goal.
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his day, but in our day many nations are to join.
Furthermore, at the fulfillment of these prophecies
the Lord requests that all flesh reverently and silent-
ly note that He is raised up out of His holy habitation—
that He is now visiting the earth.

Zech. 2:8—“For thus saith the Lord of hosts; After the
glory [after the church eternal] hath He sent me unto
the nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you
toucheth the apple of His eye.”

In Zechariah’s day the Lord did not send anyone
to the nations after anything, but in our day, He is
to send antitypical Zechariah (interpreter of Zecha-
riah’s prophecies) to the nations that are ruling and
exploiting His people, and those nations are to be-
come a spoil and shall know that the Lord has sent
him.

Zech. 2:12—“And the Lord shall inherit Judah His portion
in the Holy Land, and shall choose Jerusalem again.”

When the nations join the Lord in the Holy Land,
then it is that He shall inherit Judah and again choose
Jerusalem. And, most significant of all, He declares
that He is already raised up out of His holy habitation
to accomplish all these things.

Zech. 8:7, 20, 21—“Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Be-
hold, I will save My people from the east country, and
from the west country; . . . Thus saith the Lord of hosts;
It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come peo-
ple, and the inhabitants of many cities: and the in-
habitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let
us go speedily to pray before the Lord, and to seek
the Lord of hosts: I will go also.”

24. Vol. 1, No. 10
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Let us see what the next verse says about this:

Verse 6—“In that day will I make the governors of
Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood; and like
a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all
the people round about, on the right hand and on the
left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her
own place, even in Jerusalem.”

It matters not what we think, God is to have a
strong, faithful people, the very kind here described;
and Jerusalem is to be inhabited by holy people, not
a sinner among them. Since the antitypical prophet
Elijah, who appears just before the great and dread-
ful day of the Lord, just before the Judgment day for
the living, finds the church overrun by the Devil as
badly as was the Jewish church in Christ’s day, and
as the saints, the first fruits, are to be rescued one
by one, He at first sends fishers to fish them out and
afterwards hunters to hunt them out (Jer. 16:16). Thus
He gathers them one by one (Isa. 27:12, 13). And so it
is today—they are fished by this free literature, and
are now hunted by men right to their houses, be they
in the city, village, or countryside.

Verse 7—“The Lord also shall save the tents of Judah
first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory
of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify them-
selves against Judah.”

He shall save the tents (the humble dwellings rath-
er than the houses or palaces) of Judah first, that is,
the Lord is to save first the common people, the laity
so that the ministry may not exalt themselves above
the laity, that all may learn to give glory to God, not
to any man.

Since nothing such as these verses of Scripture
predict has ever taken place in Jerusalem or in any

Vol. 1, No. 9 5.
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other part of the world, obviously these predictions are
yet to meet their fulfilment. And now we are to find out
if they are to be fulfilled in our time or later on.

Since the work we are now doing is not sponsored
by any man, and since God has led us all the way as
definitely as He led the Exodus movement, making our
way inch by inch as Providence directs, and also since
we are the only people who have the message of the
re-establishment of the House of David, and of re-
storing “all things” (Mark 9:12) and are therefore
named Davidians, there is no escaping the conclusion
but that the time for the fulfilment of these prophecies
is very close at hand even at the door, the reason for
which the announcement of these events is now being
trumpeted throughout the Adventist world.

Plainly, then, whatever the Lord has to say in this
chapter is for our learning and for our own special
and present needs. It is a communication especially
addressed to us and unsealed at this particular time
so that we may know what God would have us do and
how to do it so that quickly all things be restored.

We are now to read the text of our study—

Verse 8—“In that day shall the Lord defend the in-
habitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among
them at that day shall be as David; and the house of
David shall be as God, as the angel of the Lord be-
fore them.”

Besides giving us the assurance that the Lord shall
defend His people, Inspiration likens them unto David
and unto God. Even the feeble ones “shall be as Da-
vid; and the house of David shall be as God,” “as
the angel of the Lord before them.” What a great and
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ecies of both Haggai and Zechariah intermingle dual
events, one to take place in their day, and another to
take place in our day. Says the Lord:

Hag. 2:21-23—“Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Ju-
dah, saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth;
and I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I
will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the hea-
then; and I will overthrow the chariots, and those that
ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall
come down, every one by the sword of his brother.
In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, will I take thee,
O Zerubbabel, My servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith
the Lord, and will make thee as a signet: for I have
chosen thee, saith the Lord of hosts.”

Here we are told that in the day God destroys the
strength of the heathen kingdoms, which event is yet
future, He makes ancient Zerubbabel “a signet” of a
Zerubbabel in the day the strength of the kingdoms is
destroyed. Again we read:

Zech. 2:5, 11, 13—“For I, saith the Lord, will be unto
her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory
in the midst of her. And many nations shall be joined
to the Lord in that day, and shall be My people: and I
will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know
that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto thee. Be
silent, O all flesh, before the Lord: for He is raised
up out of His holy habitation.”

The wall which the Jews built around Jerusalem
in Zechariah’s day was of stone, but the one here
predicted is to be “of fire,” far superior, rendering
absolute security to the inhabitants that are within.
Moreover, no other people, none besides the Jews,
were permitted to join the builders of Jerusalem in
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there was no hope of ever resuming again.

Then it was that the prophets Haggai and Zecha-
riah were called to their prophetic office and com-
missioned to revive and to reorganize the builders
for the deserted temple project. See Haggai 1:1 and
Zechariah 1:1. The happy and surprising result was
that within four short years the stately spiritual edi-
fice was quickly finished, whereas all the previous
and strenuous efforts of kings and people, covering
a period of over thirty years, completely failed. (See
Ezra 6:15)

Let us now realistically consider why the builders’
efforts and the king’s decrees at first failed, and why
at last they succeeded: Before Haggai and Zechariah
were called to the prophetic office, many of the Jews
returned from Babylon to Jerusalem, although the
majority remained in Babylon; that is, the builders
voluntarily went to build only because the captivity
had ended, and because the king had decreed that the
temple of God should be built. But both the builders’
and the king’s efforts were a complete failure—all
came to naught. Then it was that through His proph-
ets, Haggai and Zechariah, God directed the work, and
then it was that they quickly finished. In other words,
not before the Lord took the reins in His Own hands
through the Spirit of Prophecy did the work prosper.
In fact, sacred history proves that nothing has ever
prospered in God’s work without the living Spirit of
Prophecy in its midst.

For example, Moses understood from childhood
up that his lot it was to deliver the children of Israel
from Pharaoh’s brickyards. And when he was fully
grown up and thoroughly trained in the courts of
Pharaoh, and saw himself strong and capable, he
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one way or another.

When I was learning my trade, I often found it
necessary to ask questions, but some with whom I was
working evaded my questions. Their selfishness,
nevertheless, did not stop me from learning what I
wanted to know. I learned it in some other way.
Those men, however, did not profess to be so far
advanced in Christian living as we profess to be, and
for this reason their jealousy and selfishness can be
charged only to ignorance. But we who know better
should try to pass on our knowledge to as many as
possible, expecting nothing in return but their success
in life. God Himself will reward us. But if we try to
keep our knowledge to ourselves, we most assuredly
shall be the losers. Remember, too, that whatever
good we may possess is a gift from God. Right here
the age-old saying fits nicely: “There is no limit to
the good one can do if he does not care who gets the
credit.”

The Lord taught the birds how to live and how to
build nests, and how to raise their young. Then should
we not help others to build and to better their homes
and living? You recall Jesus saying, “Whosoever
shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup
of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I
say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.”
Matt. 10:42.

Were God not what He is, He would not be God; and
if we continue as we ever were we shall never be “as
God.”

The house of David, moreover, is to be “as the
angel of the Lord before them.” What does this state-
ment mean?—It means that if we are to be members
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of the house of David, we must be as David, as God,
and as the angels, too. The angels excel in strength;
they obey God’s commandments; they hearken unto the
voice of His Word (Ps. 103:20). They are always at
hand to minister to the saints, and they have led them
safely over every conflict throughout the ages. God
expects His church and people to be just that—“as the
angel of the Lord.” Regardless what we as individuals
choose to be, God nevertheless will have a church
that will be all these.

Now, what is the overall purpose of the house of
David?—The house of David, the Scriptures reveal, is
being built up for a three-fold purpose: (1) During the
ingathering of the people, it is to “build the old
wastes,” to “raise up the former desolations,” and to
“repair the waste cities, the desolations of many gen-
erations.” Isa. 61:4. This work of rebuilding and
restoring has as its type the rebuilding of ancient
Jerusalem by the ancient Jews returning from their
Babylonian captivity to the land of their fathers. Just
as they were to build the wastes, the former desola-
tions—the temple of the Lord, the city and the walls—
and to restore the worship of God according to the
Lord’s own Divine will, so we, too, now in the anti-
typical ingathering are called to do a similar work,
only much greater both in scope and in proportion. We
must therefore labor even more incessantly than they
labored, and be happy and thankful for having been
privileged to have a part in such a great and glorious
work.

(2) In addition to this great and grand work, while
in God’s hand as a battle ax (Jer. 51:20), He is with it
to break the Gentiles’ yoke which now rests upon the
shoulders of God’s people. With it He is to emanci-
pate His people from Gentile rule: “from Assyria,
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ing of the powers of mind and heart, a resurrection
from spiritual death. Reformation signifies a re-
organization, a change in ideas and theories, habits
and practices. Reformation will not bring forth
the good fruit of righteousness unless it is connected
with the revival of the Spirit. Revival and reforma-
tion are to do their appointed work, and in doing
this work they must blend.” "—p. 154, 1926 edition;
p. 121, 1941 edition.

What is the difference between “revival” and “re-
formation”? —Revival means to bring the spiritual
qualities back to life; to quicken the mind and the
heart to the upbuilding of the spiritual phase of life;
to re-establish, to repair. ~ And reformation means
to change one’s self for the better, to reorganize the
moral powers under Divine guidance.

In the Bible there is but one example (type) of such
a revival and reformation as the one here predicted.
We find it recorded in the books of Haggai’s and
Zechariah’s prophecies.

You remember that those ancient Jews were by
Cyrus, king of Persia, released from their captivity
as soon as Babylon fell. He made a decree that they
should go back to their homeland to rebuild the deso-
lations and the ruins. The king especially decreed
that the rebuilding of the temple and the re-establish-
ing of the worship of the God of Heaven should be
done faithfully and speedily. A revival of the spiritu-
al part of the nation (the temple and its system of
worship) was their chief concern. But according to
Ezra 4:24, Cyrus’s decree and also another that was
issued a few years later, were both frustrated, and
in the second year of the reign of Darius, King of
Persia, the work completely ceased, and apparently
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OPENING PRAYER THOUGHT

I shall read from The Mount of Blessing, begin-
ning with the last paragraph on page 159.

M. B.,pp. 159,160—... Thekingdom and dominion,
and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole
heaven,’ is to be given to ‘the people of the saints of
the Most High.” They shall inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for them “rom the foundation of the world.’
And Christ will take to Himself His great power and
will reign. . . . Only those who devote themselves to
His service, saying, ‘Here am I; send me,’” to open
blind eyes, to turn men ‘from darkness to light, and
from the power of Satan unto God, that they may re-
ceive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among
them which are sanctified,—they alone pray in sin-
cerity, ‘Thy kingdom come.’ ”

These lines tell us that those who in sincerity
pray “Thy kingdom come,” those who devote them-
selves to God’s service, those whose lips are touched
with the coals from the altar (who see themselves as
sinners), and who then say, “Here am I; send me,”
are the only ones who are worthy to be sent into God’s
vineyard today.

And now what shall be our prayer?—That we may
be able conscientiously to say, “Thy kingdom come,”
realizing that we are in reality saying that we are
doing everything we can to make it so; that we are
laboring for it incessantly; that we are complying
with the Lord’s will as are the angels.

How ironic it is for one to pray the Lord’s prayer
while doing something other than working for its ful-
fillment! It is like a person saying, “Let me have
your hand,” while he at the same time brushes it a-
way. Such a prayer is just one form of blasphemy.
We should pray that we conform our will with the
will of God, be faithful in His work, and be sincerely
His alone.
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Our work and duty are now made as clear as they
can be made at this particular time. We need not,
therefore, err. Need not be ignorant of what is to be
done and how it is to be done.

Many honestly believe that they are doing God’s
work, or at least helping in it. But if they will ex-
amine their daily accomplishments, their motives,
their aims and purposes, some will find that they are
not working for God, but that they are either killing
time, or working for self. Actually, now as in Moses’
time, there are occasions when one is at a loss to know
whether saints or devils are busily engaged in God’s
great work. Stop, listen, think. Check up on your-
selves. It will be well worth your time and your
energy. Find out who you are, what you are, and
where you are.

Ezra and Nehemiah had an arduous time in building
the ancient wastes. I believe that God could have
put angels to keep away their enemies from interfer-
ing with their project, but He chose to have the faith-
ful builders hold the sword in one hand and the bricks
in the other hand (Neh. 4:17, 18). Their work was as
hard, if not harder than ours is, but they were faith-
ful at it, and we cannot afford to be any less faithful.
Yes, they did as much working as they did teaching.
They taught not only religion, but building, too. Do
you not see that as the types point out, the things we
are called to do can not be done by teaching alone?
We are now ready to read—

Verses 9, 10—“And it shall come to pass in that day,
that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come
against Jerusalem. And I will pour upon the house of
David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the
Spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall
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