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TEXT FOR PRAYER

Centering Our Minds On Christ’s Kingdom

We shall continue our reading from Christ’s Object
Lessons, page 44, the last paragraph—

“As the birds are ready to catch up the seed
from the wayside, so Satan is ready to catch
away the seeds of divine truth from the soul. He
fears that the word of God may awaken the care-
less, and take effect upon the hardened heart.
Satan and his angels are in the assemblies where
the gospel is preached. While angels of heaven
endeavor to impress hearts with the word of God,
the enemy is on the alert to make the work of no
effect. With an earnestness equaled only by
his malice, he tries to thwart the work of the
Spirit of God. While Christ is drawing the soul
by His love, Satan tries to turn away the atten-
tion of the one who is moved to seek the Saviour.
He engages the mind with worldly schemes. He
excites criticism, or insinuates doubt and unbe-
lief. The speaker’s choice of language or his
manner may not please the hearers, and they dwell
upon these defects. Thus the truth they need,
and which God has graciously sent them, makes no
lasting impression.”

What do we need to pray for this afternoon?—
That the angels may be around us so that the
Enemy will not have an opportunity to catch away
the seeds of Divine Truth; that we keep our minds
completely centered upon Christ and His Kingdom,
so there shall be no loophole for the Evil One
to gain an entrance and thus beguile us into sin.

2.

‘o€
ST STB9ASJI TBOS U3IXTIS 9yl yo21ym s3uTrylz ayz Jo
pIooax syl :8uol 93Inb 8JI® ([BII] UO SJIB S8SBO
JIT9yU3 3Byl mouy 3snuw oym ardosd syz o3 ‘SurATl
8yl jo juswdpnp 8yjl o3 ureisad jeyy s8uTyl 8y}
UTBJUOD UYOTYM STBOS OM] 3SBT 98Ul SBOISUM) AT0AT
-309dsaa sasasa 98JIYyj JO ‘OM] ‘DUO UT POJIdSAO0D
oJ® pOIBOADJI SIBOS 9AIJ 3SJITI 9Ujl YoTym s3Uuryjl
9y3 3®BY3] 39BJ 9Yy3z wodaJ argqesdI1jou Arxernodorjard
ure8e ST 39BI STYUL ‘Yy3JIee® UO UBW JSJITI Oy
‘WBepY Yitm uIlseq 3Snw pue (puryuBwW 1B Sspusysad
-WO0D 8JI0J8IBY] STBOS USASS 8Y3 JO SJUdJUOD 8]

‘pu® 9yj3 03 praom ayjl jo 3urtuuilaq
9y3 woJaJ AJO3STY UBWNY JO YO393S JOIIQ B SUIR]
-UO0D UOTIJBTISASY 9YJL 3BYZ [BOISOT ST 3T usyl ‘joog
porees ©yj ul oJem UyYd2Iym s3UIYy3z oyj JO S3SIS
-U0D ‘9J0J9( UMOUS SB ‘UOTIIBIOADY 9Y]L 9OUIS OSI®
puU® ‘STBOS USASS UY3TM pPOIeaS yoog syl yiim pausado
1T 9OUTS PU®R ‘©99BJI UBWNY STOYM 9Y3 Jo s8urposdoad
TRIOIPNL 93 SIISAUN UOIFBIOADY 9YJ 9O0UIS MON

'€€-T€:6Z "33eN , s3eo8 ay3 wouxy daays
STY Uy3oprarp pasydeys ® S®B ‘Ioyjou®B WOJIJ OUO
wayjl o3earvdes [TBYS ©F PUR :SUOI3BU [IB pPaIsayjiesd
90 IIBUS WIK 8J0J9q pu® :AJ018 SIK IO 9UOJIYU3Z 9Y3l
uodn 31S 8F II®BYS USY]} ‘WIH Y3Tm sis8ue A1oy ayj
I1® pu®e ‘AI0T8 STH UTI 2wWOD TIBYS UBW JO UOS 9Y3l,
uaym awWIj ayjl ‘SUTAIT 9y3j JO juswdpnf ayj JO swWTI]
oyl 8urtyorvoadde aa® oM 3BY] 90USPIASD STCRBIIBISTWUN
u®e ST yjed ano uo S8UTYS MOU 3BYZ 3JY3TIT 9YL

‘8UTAIT 9yl Jo juawl3pnf ayjz 3uranp poojsasapun
L1Iny saow oQ 03 ST ‘9xo0JaJsyjl ‘UOIIBI9A®Y OYL
“(P-T:8T 'AdY 995) -193u® dYyjl jo LIol3 ayj yjIm
pPoua3ly3IT ST Yyjaes oayj £ep 9yj url aprwW LIIenior
oxe ‘uorfgqeg JO 3no awod 03 [IBO dYj OSIe® ‘9Ja0F
-8J9y3 ‘e3®SSON S,198uy 3SJITJ 9yl Jo uorjeoridde
399J4TIpP 9yl ‘3UTATII 8yjl Jo juaw3pnf ayjz Jo poraad
9yl ur L£xo pnol ® £q pu®r ‘peap 8Yyjz Jo juswdpn(

22 verses long, and the seventh seal is 15
chapters long.

You see, my friends, that what we have in this
study is not a theory, not someone’s far-fetched
and fanciful idea, but God’s whole Truth. This
is Bible indeed, and what a lesson, too!

How, then, can you and I afford to let our
salvation slip from our grasp? How can we
afford to be careless and indifferent to these
most solemn words in all the history of man-kind?
Shall we not prepare to meet our God in peace?
Shall we not now as wise virgins fill our vessels
with this light-giving o0il so as to be able to
refill our lamps? Or shall we as fools neglect
our opportunity, and thus be hindered from arriv-
ing at the “door” before it is closed against us?
How terrible even the thought of hearing the
Master from within say, “Depart from Me, I never
knew you.”

It is because we have come to just such a
solemn time as this that these studies through
great expense and through great sacrifice, are
scattered as the leaves of autumn throughout
Laodicea.

Why should anyone cheat himself of eternal
life, crowned with joy and happiness? God for-
bid that any of us should be found such as the
parable presents the five foolish virgins to
be.
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14 ZT 'ON ‘g "T0A

‘3T S9qIIdS9p uyopr se L1j3oexs 3T usad 03 InJjaaeo
Lasa ussaq sa®Y T 3BY] UOIjULW LBW ] PUY ‘JUSAd
ay3 70 Suimrap usd ® psonpoadsa sary I ‘UOTSUSY
-axdwoo £peaa ®v 104 ‘pousdo aq 03 3009 9Yj pasned
UyoTym 3usad 8yl ST d30u 03 3JUTIYl 3IxXau oyl

‘xe3deyo yjausaals syl
yztm pus £Lrjusaedde pur ‘asjdeyos yjy3is oyjg
y3tm uidsq yotym ‘szadwna] usAS8S Byl ‘SUOTIS
-TATP USA®S  JI8yjo IIT3}S Oj3UT  pPIPTAIPYNS
ST ‘yjusa®s o8yl ‘siess oyj Jo 3SBI 9YL

‘uotrjerd
-A9Y 9yl Jo Buryeads L3ITRSOI UT ©JB oM ‘SIBOS
usAdg 9yl Jo yeads am usym os puy -‘siaed usass
03UuT POPTATP Snyjl ST ‘USY} ‘UOTIBISASY O8UL

« PUY,
uoT3ouUNfuUod o8yl yjtm surdsq xo3deyo Lasas
3ey3 3o®I ay3z £q usss st a93deyd Y3xXIs ayjz Jo
UOTI}BNUIJUOD B oJa® sxojdeyo oSoy3l TII® 3IBUL
‘aAISNIoUI ‘omj-Kjuemiz o3 3y8re saejzdryo jJO
s8UTY3 9yl POSOIISIP IBOS Yludads odyjz :aI93
-deyo y3jys8te o9Yyj} O3 UMOP PUB OAT9M] OSJIOA
Jo s8uly3l oyj PpPosSoIoSIp IBASS YIXIS Y3l ‘us
—-ABT® 03 dUIU S8sasa Jo S3UTY3} Oyl pPoOSOIOSIP
I®9Ss U3JIJ 9yl ‘g pPu®B ) Sosasa Jo s3uryl
8yj} PpoSOIOSIP IBOS UY3zJanoJ dYyj XIS Ppu®v oAIJ
S9sa9A JOo S8UIYl Oyl PoOSOIOSIP BSOS pPITYl 9yl
{Inoy osJa9A Jo SS8uIyj} Oyl pPoOSOIOSIP IBOS puo
-09s ©8y3 :om3 98sasa ‘xIs a93deyo UT PpPOpPIOOdI
s8UTY3l Oyl pPoOSOIOSIP IBOS 3SITI OYL :UOTIBID
-A9Y oyl JOo 3jaed UuUIB3ISOD B POSOIOSIP SIBOS

3yl JO BUuO0 yoOeBD 98SNBOSBQ

Daniel’s Vision
(Daniel 7)

. “I beheld till the

thrones were cast
down.” Vs. 9.

. “And the Ancient of

Days did sit.” Vs. 9.

. “A fiery stream is-
sued and came forth
from before Him.”
Vs. 10.

. “One like the Son

of man came...to
the Ancient of Days,

and they brought Him

near before Him.”
Vs. 13.

. “The books were

opened.” Vs. 10.

. “Thousand thousands

ministered unto
Him, and ten thou-
sand times ten
thousand stood be-
fore Him.” Vs. 10.

. “The judgment was

set, and the books
were opened.” Vs.
10.

‘sjaed us8A®S UT SI

John’s Vision
(The Revelation)

. “And I saw

thrones.” Rev. 20:
4.

. “And One sat on the

throne.” Rev. 4:2.

. “And I saw as it

were a sea of glass
mingled with fire.”
Rev. 15:2.

. “In the midst of

the throne and of
the four beasts...
stood a Lamb.”
Rev. 5:6.

. “And the books were

opened.” Rev. 20:12.

. “I heard the voice

of many angels
round about the
throne...and the
number of them was
ten thousand times
ten thousand, and
thousands of thou-
sands.” Rev. 5:11.

“The hour of His
judgment is come.”
Rev. 14:7. “And

I saw the dead,
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also the wheat with them. Let both grow together
until the harvest: and in the time of harvest [
will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first
the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn
them: but gather the wheat into My barn.”

Here we see that even the ideas of the most
faithful servants of God as to the setting up of
His kingdom and the weeding out the tares, are
not the same as God’s plans. This cleansing work
belongs only to the angels of heaven, and this
they will do in the time of harvest after being
commanded to do so, not before.

In this parable we are also told that the
spiritual harvest is a “time,” not a momentary
work, and that it brings the end of the world
just as naturally as the year’s harvest brings
the end of the summer.

Thus, you see, the separation of wheat and
tares takes place in the last days and in two
different places: first in the house of God (1
Peter 4:17; Matt. 13:47, 48), then in Babylon
(Rev. 18:2-4).

In the former the tares are taken out from
among God’'s people, but in the latter God’s peo-
ple are taken out from among the tares—from the
habitation of devils, of foul spirits, of un-
clean and hateful birds.

There are two fruits, also: the first are
from the twelve tribes of the children of Israel
(Rev. 7:2-8), the Church, and the second from
“all nations” (Rev. 7:9).

Matt. 13:31, 32—Another parable put He forth
unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like

Vol. 2, No. 11 5.
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to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and
sowed in his field: which indeed is the least of
all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the great-
est among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and lodge in the bran-
ches thereof.”

Mustard seed being the smallest of all seeds
this parable shows that that which is to start
the Kingdom will be very insignificant, contrary
to all human expectation. Nevertheless, like the
mustard plant becomes the biggest of all herbs,
so the Kingdom shall grow and become the greatest
of all kingdoms. This being contrary to all
human planning, it is but natural that those who
are like Nicodemus, and continue to be ashamed to
be identified with something that is unpopular,
hated, and insignificant, will as a result be
left out of the Kingdom.

Matt. 13:33—Another parable spake He unto them;
The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which
a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal,
till the whole was leavened.”

The Kingdom is here again shown to start with
something small, but that little thing is to be
like yeast in a loaf of bread. What could the
leaven be but an unpopular message borne by some
insignificant one and put into the Church, the
loaf. Well, the leaven is in the dough now.
Just watch it leaven the whole.

Matt. 13:44—Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a
man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof
goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth
that field.
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What is the event which caused the Book'’s
seals to be broken?—To find the answer to this
question, we should first consider the members
in the assembly. There we see One on the
throne, then the Lamb, next the elders, and the
myriads of angels round about the throne, also
the “beasts,” who themselves testify that they
are a symbolical representation of the redeemed,
for they say, “for Thou wast slain, and hast
redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation.”
Rev. 5:9.

What else could such an assembly as this
represent but a Judgment. There we see the
Judge of Justice, our great Advocate, sitting
on the throne, then the Lamb, and the jury of
twenty-four, also the angelic witnesses, and the
four beasts representing the redeemed. More-
over, The Revelation itself most emphatically
declares that the event prophetically is the
Judgment in session, for it says: “Fear God, and
give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment
is come: and worship Him that made heaven, and
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”
Rev. 14:7.

The prophet Daniel, too, whose book is a
complement to The Revelation, was given a
glimpse of the Judgment. He saw the Ancient
of Days sitting on the throne, also the thrones
upon which evidently sit the twenty-four elders.
He also saw the myriads of angels, and the “One
like unto the Son of man,” the Lamb, brought
near before the Ancient of Days.

In juxtaposition the prophecy by Daniel with
The Revelation by John stand as follows:

Vol. 2, No. 12 27.
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and the elders: and the number of them was ten
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of
thousands; saying with a loud voice, Worthy is
the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour,
and glory, and blessing. And every creature
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under
the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all
that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and
honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for
ever and ever. And the four beasts said, Amen.
And the four and twenty elders fell down and wor-
shipped Him that liveth for ever and ever.

Chapters 4 and 5, we see, contain a scene of
a special event which caused the Book to be un-
sealed. That which came out of the Book is, in
the fullest sense, the Revelation of Jesus
Christ, of the One Who only was worthy to open
the Book.

Thus it is that “The Revelation of Jesus
Christ” begins with the sixth chapter and ends
with the last chapter of the Book, the chapters
in which are recorded the things which the break-
ing of the seven seals disclosed. Yes, The Rev-
elation consists of the things which were sealed
with seven seals.

It is clear now that It is “The Revelation of
Jesus Christ which God gave unto Him”; that is,
to Jesus God gave the Book. Jesus took it,
broke the seals with which it was sealed and
laid open the things which no one could reveal
but He. The Seven Seals, therefore, cover all
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave
unto Him,” and consists of the things which
came out of the Book. The Revelation, moreover,
24.
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closing hours of probationary time (at supper
time, about the end of the day), Heaven is to
send a message to them that are bidden, to them
that already know the Gospel of Christ, to the
members of the Church. The servant is to inform
them that everything is now ready, that they
should now come in for the great and long expect-
ed supper,—a supper which they are to eat in the
Master’s mansion (the Kingdom), not in their own.

Luke 14:18-20—And they all with one consent be-
gan to make excuse. The first said unto him, I
have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs
go and see it: I pray thee have me excused.
And another said, I have bought five yoke of
oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have
me excused. And another said, I have married a
wife, and therefore I cannot come.

Those here mentioned did not excuse them-
selves from accepting the Gospel of Christ, but
they excused themselves from going into the Mas-
ter’'s mansion, from taking their seats at His
table! Yes, according to the parable, those who
had money to buy land, oxen, and houses, also to
marry at the time the last call for the supper
came, all excused themselves with one consent.
But the poor and afflicted, those who were in
the streets and in the lanes, so to speak, who
had nothing much of their own, and were in need
of everything, were glad to go in for the sup-
per.

This is very natural: Those who are satis-
fied with what the world gives, do not care to
get out of it. Here you see why it is easier for
a camel than it is for a rich person to get
through the needle’s eye (Matt. 19:24). Those
whose only difficulty is in trying to get richer,
Vol. 2, No. 11 9.
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those who are deeply engrossed with this world’s
goods, cannot take time to eat of the Master’s
supper. Here fits the age old saying, “Almost
saved, but entirely lost.” Here is vividly seen
that to accept one truth but to reject the next,
profits one nothing. The 1last call to the
individual is what counts most.

At the times when new truths have been intro-
duced millions have lost out only because they
were too well satisfied with what they had. They
saw need of nothing better, or else they were too
proud to accept unpopular Truth from one of God's
own appointed messengers. Thus it is that when
God sends a message, rather than it being to them
a step upward toward salvation, it has been and
still is to many a step downward toward damn-
ation. To this end was the prophet instructed:
“. . . Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but
understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive
not. Make the heart of this people fat, and
make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest
they see with their eyes, and hear with their
ears, and understand with their heart, and con-
vert, and be healed.” Isa. 6:9, 10.

Luke 14:22, 23—And the servant said, Lord, it
is done as Thou hast commanded, and yet there
is room. And the Lord said unto the servant, Go
out into the highways and hedges, and compel them
to come in, that My house may be filled.

The fact that in the city were those who had
already been “bidden” when the last call for
supper came to them, proves that the city repre-
sents the Church. To them was the servant first
sent. The highways and hedges, therefore, where
the servant next went, represent the world, far
and wide, aside from the Church. But the most

10.
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for Thy pleasure they are and were created.

And I saw in the right hand of Him that sat on
the throne a book written within and on the back-
side, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a
strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who
is worthy to open the book, and to loose the
seals thereof? And no man in heaven, nor in
earth, neither under the earth, was able to open
the book, neither to look thereon. And I wept
much, because no man was found worthy to open
and to read the book, neither to look thereon.
And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not:
behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root
of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and
to loose the seven seals thereof.

And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the
throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst
of the elders, stood a Lamb as It had been
slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which
are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into
all the earth. And He came and took the book
out of the right hand of Him that sat upon the
throne. And when He had taken the book, the
four beasts and four and twenty elders fell
down before the Lamb, having every one of them
harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are
the prayers of saints. And they sung a new
song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book,
and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,
and nation; and hast made us unto our God
kings and priests: and we shall reign on the
earth.

And I beheld, and I heard the voice of
many angels round about the throne and the beasts
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TEXT FOR PRAYER

Be Not Stony-ground Hearers

This afternoon we shall begin reading on page
46 of Christ’s Object Lessons:

“He that received the seed into stony places,
the same is he that heareth the word, and anon
with joy receiveth it; yet hath he not root in
himself, but dureth for a while; for when tribu-
lation or persecution ariseth because of the
word, by and by he is offended.

“The seed sown upon stony ground finds little
depth of soil. The plant springs up quickly, but
the root can not penetrate the rock to find nu-
triment to sustain its growth, and it soon per-
ishes. Many who make a profession of religion
are stony-ground hearers. Like the rock under-
lying the layer of earth, the selfishness of the
natural heart underlies the soil of their good
desires and aspirations. The love of self is not
subdued. They have not seen the exceeding sin-
fulness of sin, and the heart has not been hum-
bled under a sense of its guilt. This class may
be easily convinced, and appear to be bright con-
verts, but they have only a superficial reli-
gion.”

There is a class of people who are very sus-
ceptible to Present Truth, but who, just as soon
as persecution, reproach, inconvenience and
trials arise, immediately recant their positions.
The Truth has no root in such, and soon withers
away from their minds and hearts. Let us now
kneel and pray for depth of soil in our hearts,
that we may hold fast our faith, our convictions,
under any circumstances.
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after the harvest (Investigative Judgment) of
the dead is past, other truths even more impor-
tant must be introduced for the harvest of the
living. I say more important truths because
they are concerning the living themselves, con-
cerning those whose own cases are to be weighed
in the balances, those who personally are to be
judged either as “wheat” or as “tares,” either
as good “fish” or as bad “fish.”

Moreover, after the judgment of the dead
which the Church has been preaching for a number
of years, is over, if the Church does not then
receive a new message, the message of the judg-
ment of the living, she will have no message, no
oil, for the time of the judgment of the living.

As the o0il was available to all ten virgins,
the parable makes clear that the message of the
judgment of the living is brought to the Church,
but that only half the virgins availed themselves
of it. When the judgment of the living begins
and the cry is made, “Behold, the Bridegroom com-
eth: go ye out to meet Him,” they will all arise,
but only half of them will gain admittance. The
other half will have sinned against the Holy
Spirit, will have rejected His Truth! Conse-
quently when they knock on the door, the Bride-
groom’s answer will be, “I never knew you.” What
foolishness! and what a disappointment that will
be!

This, you see, is not man’s theory, Brother,
Sister. It is God’s plain Truth. How sad the
case, then, for those who are not only neglect-
ing their own vessels, but are even preventing
others from getting the extra oil now while it
is dispensed to all. Indeed, there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth unless all the
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lukewarm Laodiceans now at their first opportun-
ity change their minds about being rich and in-
creased with goods and in need of nothing.

Matt. 25:14-30—For the kingdom of heaven is as
a man travelling into a far country, Who called
His Own servants, and delivered unto them His
goods. And unto one He gave five talents, to
another two, and to another one; to every man
according to his several ability; and straight-
way took His journey. Then he that had received
the five talents went and traded with the same,
and made them other five talents. And likewise
he that had received two, he also gained other
two. But he that had received one went and
digged in the earth, and hid his Lord’s money.
After a long time the Lord of those servants
cometh, and reckoneth with them. And so he that
had received five talents came and brought other
five talents, saying, Lord, Thou deliveredst
unto me five talents: behold, I have gained be-
side them five talents more. His Lord said unto
him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant:
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou in-
to the joy of thy Lord. He also that had
received two talents came and said, Lord, Thou
deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have
gained two other talents beside them. His Lord
said unto him, Well done, good and faithful ser-
vant; thou hast been faithful over a few things,
I will make thee ruler over many things: enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord. Then he which
had received the one talent came and said, Lord,
I knew Thee that Thou art an hard man, reaping
where Thou hast not sown, and gathering where
Thou hast not strawed: and I was afraid, and went
and hid Thy talent in the earth: lo, there Thou
hast that is Thine. His Lord answered and said
14.
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Moreover, for God to call His people out of
Babylon on account of her sins, means that He
must bring them into a place where there are no
sins,—into His purified Church, His Kingdom,
the place that is free from sin, and that is not
in danger of the plagues. Plainly, then, the
purification of the Church first takes place,
and then are the rest of His people called out of
Babylon.

Remember now, this is the way in which the
Kingdom is to come.

“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which we have heard, lest at
any time we should let them slip. For if the
word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just
recompence of reward; how shall we escape, if
we neglect so great salvation; . . .?” Heb. 2:1-3.
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