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TEXT FOR PRAYER

Cherished Sin Keeps Truth Out

C.0.L. p. 50—-“ '"He also that received seed among
the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the
care of this world, and the deceitfulness of
riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruit-
ful.” The gospel seed often falls among thorns
and noxious weeds; and if there is not a moral
transformation in the human heart, if old
habits and practices and the former life of sin
are not left behind, if the attributes of Satan
are not expelled from the soul, the wheat crop
will be choked. The thorns will come to be the
crop, and will kill out the wheat. . . . If the
heart is not kept under the control of God, if
the Holy Spirit does not work unceasingly to
refine and ennoble the character, the old habits
will reveal themselves in the life. . . . Christ
specified the things that are dangerous to the
soul. As recorded by Mark he mentions the cares
of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and
the lusts of other things. Luke specifies the
cares, riches, and pleasures of this life. These
are what choke the word, the growing spiritual
seed. The soul ceases to draw nourishment from
Christ, and spirituality dies out of the heart.”

This reading commands us to pray that the
seed sown in our hearts may fall in good soil,
that it may take root; that we be free from the
cares of this life and from sin, for no matter
how impressive the Truth that goes into one’s
ears, It will never reach the heart if there is
any cherished sin therein.
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the law; and those who think that the Spirit of
Prophecy is a thing of the past, that God has
left the world to get along as best it can, that
He no longer bothers Himself to send a prophet;
that all such shall find themselves in league
with Babylon the Great, the seat of the Dragon,
and rather than having their names written in the
Book, they will have the mark of the beast, and
have a part in persecuting the remnant which
keep the commandments of God, and have the tes-
timony of Jesus Christ.

Now is the time for all to decide either to
be swallowed up by the earth—cast into the
fire—or to be delivered by Michael, our Prince.

Let us therefore choose deliverance rather
than defeat. “0 love the Lord, all ye His
saints: for the Lord preserveth the faithful,
and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer.”
Psa. 31:23.
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and to unite with him in his evil work against
the human family.

Rev. 12:7-17—And there was war in heaven: Mi-
chael and His angels fought against the Dragon;
and the Dragon fought and his angels, and pre-
vailed not; neither was their place found any
more in heaven. And the great Dragon was cast
out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was
cast out into the earth, and his angels were
cast out with him. And I heard a loud voice
saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the
power of His Christ: for the accuser of our
brethren is cast down, which accused them before
our God day and night. And they overcame him
by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of
their testimony; and they loved not their lives
unto the death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens,
and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabi-
ters of the earth and of the sea! for the Devil
iscome down unto you, having great wrath, because
he knoweth that he hath but a short time. And
when the Dragon saw that he was cast unto the
earth, he persecuted the woman which brought
forth the man child. And to the woman were giv-
en two wings of a great eagle, that she might
fly into the wilderness, into her place, where
she is nourished for a time, and times, and
half a time, from the face of the serpent. And
the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a
flood after the woman, that he might cause
her to be carried away of the flood. And the
earth helped the woman, and the earth opened
her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the
Dragon cast out of his mouth. And the Dragon
was wroth with the woman, and went to make war
with the remnant of her seed, which keep the

20. Vol. 2, No. 16
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Rev. 10:5-7—And the angel which I saw stand up-
on the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand
to heaven, and sware by Him that liveth for ever
and ever, Who created heaven, and the things
that therein are, and the earth, and the things
that therein are, and the sea, and the things
which are therein, that there should be time no
longer: but in the days of the voice of the
seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the
Mystery of God should be finished, as he hath de-
clared to His servants the prophets. (At the
beginning of the sounding of the seventh trumpet,
the Mystery of God is to be finished.)

What about the statement, “there shall be
time no longer”?—The answer is found in verse
6, which in actuality proves that there shall be
time no longer for the Mystery of God to be fin-
ished; that the remaining days of the sixth
trumpet, the time to the sounding of the seventh
trumpet, is the time for the Mystery of God, the
Gospel of Christ, to be finished. 1In fact, the
very first announcement of the seventh angel is
that the kingdoms of this world are become the
kingdoms of our Lord,—that the Gospel work is
finished.

Rev. 10:8-10—And the voice which I heard from
heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and
take the little book which is open in the hand
of the angel which standeth upon the sea and
upon the earth. And I went unto the angel, and
said unto him, Give me the little book. And he
said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it
shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in
thy mouth sweet as honey. And I took the lit-
tle book out of the angel’s hand, and ate it up;
and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as
soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.

Vol. 2, No. 15 5.
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To eat the book is, as it were, to “swallow”
its sayings. The honey sweet must be the joy
that comes from its promises, and obviously the
bitter denotes inability to digest, to comprehend
all, and thus a disappointment. These, you know
met fulfillment in the days of the First Advent
Movement, when through the study of the book of
Daniel, they learned that the cleansing of the
Sanctuary (Dan. 8:14) was to begin in the year
1844, but who misunderstood the cleansing to
mean the end of the world and the return of
Christ. The disappointment came after the set
date had passed and after the expectation of the
people failed to materialize.

Rev. 10:11—And he said unto me, Thou must proph-
esy again before many peoples, and nations, and
tongues, and kings.

After the disappointment they were commanded
to prophesy again; that is, again to proclaim
the cleansing of the Sanctuary. This work they
were to do among many peoples, nations, tongues,
and kings, obviously not to all.

Thus it was that the first Advent Movement was
reorganized and renamed, Seventh-day Advent-
ists. The Seventh-day Adventist organiza-
tion, therefore, will not finish the work. Its
message does not go to all people, to all na-
tions, tongues, and kings. Consequently, the
Church, too, is to be reorganized if the Gospel
of the Kingdom is to be preached to all nations.
“ 'A revival and a reformation must take place
under the ministration of the Holy Spirit.
Revival and reformation are two different things.
Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual life, a
quickening of the powers of mind and heart, a
resurrection from spiritual death. Reformation
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through Herod, when he caused a multitude of
little children to be slaughtered. The child
Christ, nevertheless escaped, and the Devil met
his first defeat in this connection.

Now the Dragon being fortified with seven
heads and ten horns, denotes that he controlled
all the civil and religious powers in that day
(for the symbolical number “ten” denotes univer-
sality, just as do the ten toes of Daniel 2,
the ten horns of the other Bible beasts, and the
ten virgins of Matthew 25).

The horns represent all the civil powers,
while the heads represent all the religious
powers, for the Biblical number “seven” denotes
completeness. Moreover, the fact that the
Church (the Jews), the only agency through
which God worked up to that time, crucified the
Lord, is in itself sufficient proof that the
Church had apostatized, that she had become the
Dragon’s seventh head, and that thus was the
Dragon armed with ten horns and seven heads,—
with all the civil and religious powers. And,
so, you see, the Dragon with his horns and heads
represents the world captured by the Devil.

Thus it is that the world was lost in that
day, and thus it was that Christ came to redeem
it. To do all this He started a new church
organization. In this light we see Christ, the
world’s Redeemer, and His mission even more
important than we have ever seen it before.

The Dragon’s drawing from heaven a third
part of the stars (angels, verse 9) with his
tail, not with his claws, denotes that in the
beginning of Satan’s universal rebellion the
angels volunteered to follow the rebel leader,
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Rev. 12:1-6—And there appeared a great wonder
in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and
the moon under her feet, and upon her head a
crown of twelve stars: and she being with child
cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be
delivered. And there appeared another wonder in
heaven; and behold a great red Dragon, having
seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon
his heads. And his tail drew the third part of
the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the
earth: and the Dragon stood before the woman
which was ready to be delivered, for to devour
her child as soon as it was born. And she
brought forth a man child, who was to rule all
nations with a rod of iron: and her child was
caught up unto God, and to His throne. And
the woman fled into the wilderness, where she
hath a place prepared of God, that they should
feed her there a thousand two hundred and three-
score days.

We all somewhat agree, I know, that this
woman of Revelation 12 is symbolical of the
Church; that the Dragon is symbolical of Satan;
and that the child represents Christ. But
inasmuch as we may not agree as to whether the
woman is symbolical of the Old Testament church
or of the New or of both, it is essential that
we study to see eye to eye.

Now, the questions naturally arise, If Christ
is the One Who brought forth the Christian
church, then how can she be His mother? And
was not Christ born at least thirty years
before the Christian church came into being? Is
not the egg laid before the chicken is hatched?
And finally, is it not true that if we blunder
forth on an erroneous premise that we shall find
ourselves further and further from the truth on
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the tribes of Israel, are to be numbered, but
those who are to fill up the court, those of the
Gentiles, are unnumbered: “After this I beheld,
and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could
number, of all nations, and kindreds and peo-
ple, and tongues, stood before the throne, and
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and
palms in their hands.” Rev. 7:9.

Seven times seven, forty-nine, determined the
year of Jubilee, the liberation of the people and
of the land, the type of the Kingdom complete.
Besides any other significance, the forty-two
months being only six sevens, it signifies that
the holy city, Jerusalem, will not be “trodden
down” all the way up to the time of the anti-
typical Jubilee,—the Gentiles are to be driven
out of it before the Mystery of God is finished,
before the seventh angel begins to sound.

Verses 3, 4—And I will give power unto My two
witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand
two hundred and threescore days, clothed in
sackcloth. These are the two olive trees, and
the two candlesticks standing before the God of
the earth.

When the prophet Zechariah asked what the
olive trees of his vision symbolize, the angel
answered, “the Word of the Lord.” Zech. 4:6.

The two olive trees, then, are figurative
of the 0ld and New Testaments, the Bible (The
Great Controversy, pg. 267). As to the symboli-
zation of the candlesticks the Lord Himself
points out that they are figurative of the
churches (Rev. 1:20). The two candlesticks in
connection with the olive trees are therefore
figurative of the Old and New Testament churches,
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the churches which gave us the Bible.

Verse 5—And if any man will hurt them, fire
proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth
their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he
must in this manner be killed.

From this we see that though the Bible is
the best friend to Its friends, It is a terrible
enemy to Its enemies. When Truth cannot save,
it kills.

Verses 6-11—These have power to shut heaven,
that it rain not in the days of their prophecy:
and have power over waters to turn them to blood,
and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often
as they will.

And when they shall have finished their
testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of
the bottomless pit shall make war against them,
and shall overcome them, and kill them. And
their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the
great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and
Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.

And they of the people and kindreds and
tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies
three days and an half, and shall not suf-
fer their dead bodies to be put in graves. And
they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over
them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one
to another; because these two prophets tormented
them that dwelt on the earth. And after three
days and an half the Spirit of Life from God en-
tered into them, and they stood upon their feet;
and great fear fell upon them which saw them.

I need not say more on these verses, for you
10. Vol. 2, No. 15
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SATAN'S TRIPLE DEFEAT BRINGS THE
“TIME OF TROUBLE SUCH AS NEVER WAS”

Text of Address by V. T. Houteff,
Minister of D. Seventh-day Adventists
Sabbath, November 29, 1947
Mt. Carmel Chapel
Waco, Texas

Our subject this afternoon is found in Reve-
lation 12, and is illustrated on the following
chart—
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