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TEXT FOR PRAYER
Be Good-Ground Hearers

I shall read from “Christ’s Object Lessons,” be-
ginning on page 59 with the second paragraph:

“The good-ground hearer receives the word, ‘not
as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of
God.” Only he who receives the Scriptures as the
voice of God speaking to himself is a true learner.
He trembles at the word; for to him it is a living
reality. He opens his understanding and his heart to
receive it. Such hearers were Cornelius and his
friends, who said to the apostle Peter, ‘Now there-
fore are we all here present before God, to hear all
things that are commanded thee of God.” A knowledge
of the truth depends not so much upon strength of
intellect as upon pureness of purpose, the simplicity
of an earnest faith. . . . The good-ground hearers,
having heard the word, keep it. Satan with all his
agencies of evil is not able to catch it away. Merely
to hear or to read the word is not enough. He who
desires to be profited by the Scriptures must meditate
upon the truth that has been presented to him. By
earnest attention and prayerful thought he must learn
the meaning of the words of truth, and drink deep of
the spirit of the holy oracles.”

We need to pray that we be good-ground hearers
and true learners; that the Word of God be a living
reality in us; that we now give ear to the teaching of
the Holy Spirit; that we be not merely hearers of the
Word, but doers also.
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do evil, neither also is it in them to do good.”

The widely used Christmas tree, on the 25th of
December—a tree cut down from its source of life
and fastened up by nails—does not symbolize a birth,
but rather one’s death and a futile effort to make him
live. By cutting down the tree, to the heathen it
symbolized their dead chief, and by propping it up, it
symbolized life though one be dead. Now the fact
that the spurious Christmas tree is widely celebrated
not only by Christians, but also by non-Christians,
the world by this act is worshiping the dead, a form of
Shintoism. Worshiping the dead prophets and killing
the living ones, is a brutal effort to block the progress
of Truth, to deceive self and others.

Finally, had it not been for the fact that some
wide-awake ones throughout the ages have dared take
up their cross and follow God through His prophets in
order to be led from one height of Truth to another,
the world would not have stood this long.

There is no doubt, the Church from creation till
today has been led and preserved by the prophets,
and she can continue in no other way from here on.

-0-0-0-0-0-

In order to bring to all this unspeakable joy of
God’s promises, the expectation of the ages, these
studies are published and sent without charge or obli-
gation to all who wish to have them. Send your name
and address to the Universal Publishing Association,
Mt. Carmel Center, Waco, Texas.*

*The Universal Publishing Association has moved to
www.upa7.org. Mt. Carmel Center, Waco, Texas no
longer exists. (Editor)
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Are we still inquiring why God permitted Mohammed
to teach his religion to millions of the earth’s in-
habitants? And do we still wonder why he did not be-
come a Christian?—If so, here is a second answer:
God permitted him because Mohammed was making
the people better than they were, and because Mo-
hammedanism in that day brought one closer to the
religion of the Bible than could have paganized Chris-
tianity. But why are the Mohammedans still Mo-
hammedans?—Mohammedans are still Mohammedans,
for the same reason that Buddhists are still Buddhists;
that is, because after Mohammed died, they did just
what the Buddhists did: In the progress of religion
theMohammedansstoppedwhere Mohammedstopped—
at his tomb. They stopped there to make sure that
their followers would never join another sect. They
taught the people that there was to be no other prophet,
that Mohammed was the last, that there was no need
for another, that they had all the Truth to lead them
to the pearly gates. Thus corrupt Mohammedanism
drilled this false idea into the minds of the common
people then, and still more corrupted Mohammedanism
of today, like all other sects, including corrupt Ad-
ventism, still does the same. Thus it is that no sect as
a people, but only as individuals, has ever accepted
an additional message and this is the reason for the
multi-sectarian world.

So to ask why Mohammedans and Buddhists are
still Mohammedans and Buddhists—why have they not
advanced since Mohammed and Buddha died, is like
asking why Catholics have not yet become Lutherans,
why Lutherans have not yet become Presbyterians, why
Presbyterians have not yet become Methodists, why
Methodists have not yet become Baptists, why Bap-
tists have not yet become Seventh-day Adventists, and
why Seventh-day Adventists have not yet become
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and go to a land he had never seen. He took whatever
belongings he had, and he also took his nephew in
partnership. From the very start they greatly pros-
pered, and their business expanded so rapidly that in
order to take care of it they had to spread out and
part company.

Abraham took the hilly country after Lot chose the
fertile valley adjacent to the markets of Sodom and
Gomorrah. There Lot’s family left the school of God and
entered the school of man. Abraham though and
his household remained in the school of God, learning
how to make the hills pay good dividends. Abraham
became “very rich,” but Lot very poor. Abraham,
you see, in the school of God became the world’s
greatest business man in his day. He learned to
make something out of nothing. Moreover, he was
the world’s greatest general, for you recall that with
but a few men he defeated five kings, took their spoils
and restored the goods to the rightful owners. All
this he did without the loss of a single soldier! Still
further he reared the only son that ever willingly
submitted to burn on a sacrificial altar for his father’s
religion.

Next we shall consider Esau and Jacob, the twin
sons of Isaac. Jacob graduated from the school of
God, and Esau from the school of man. How do I
know? I know this, because if Esau had walked with
God he could not have learned to hunt, for God is not
a hunter, not interested in killing and destroying the
lives He created. Thus, rather than take his training
in the school of God, Esau schooled himself in the
schools of man. He saw no particular value in religion,
and placed no greater value on his birthright than the
price of a meal. Jacob, on the other hand, was anxious
to walk with God and to buy Esau’s birthright at any

Vol. 2, No. 25 S.
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price, but got it at a bargain.

And how do I know for certain that Jacob walked
with God? I know this because in the end of his first
day’s flight from the face of Esau, Jacob rested with
God, and there he saw the angels of God walking up
and down the ladder which spanned the distance from
heaven to earth.

Then, after having spent another twenty years in
the school of God, Jacob left Padanaram and started
toward home with riches untold, although he had given
fourteen years of time and labor out of the twenty
years in return for which he received nothing but
Laban’s two daughters in marriage. Jacob, you see,
in God’s school learned how to turn poverty in to well-
paying business. Moreover, he not only made himself
rich, but he made his father-in-law rich also. He
learned how to work and how to save. But he did not
stop then. He continued in the school of God, and
when in Egypt, his son Joseph, who was then second
to the king, was not ashamed to introduce his father
to Pharaoh on the throne. Jacob was a cultured man.

Joseph himself from his youth up was a devout
student in the school of God. Finally, he took his
post-graduate work in Egypt. When he had obtained
sufficient knowledge he became a king, and all Egypt—
in fact the whole ancient world—bowed down to him.

Joseph became the world’s greatest economist and
banker, too. Never since his day has anyone done as
much: he managed to buy all his country’s surplus
grain for seven years, and in seven years more
gathered all the people’s money and their land—both
cash and mortgages he deposited in Pharaoh’s bank.
Besides this he saved the world from starvation. You
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is the greatest of them all, the last of the prophets
and the most excellent of the creatures of God. 6. Be-
lief in a general resurrection and final judgment, and
in future rewards and punishments, chiefly of a
physical nature. 7. The belief, even to the extent of
fatalism, of God’s absolute fore-knowledge and pre-
destination of all events both good and evil.”—“Twen-
tieth Century Cyclopedia,” p. 507.

In view of the fact that Mohammed led his people
closer to the religion of the Bible than they had been
before, could he truly be called a deceiver? If so,
tell me what did he deceive them from?

Since Mohammed was so near to believing the
Christian religion, we may ask, Why did he not be-
come a Christian?—Let us consider the possibilities
that could have prevented him from so doing:

Mohammed lived in the seventh century of the
Christian era, in the midst of the Dark Ages of
religion, when the Christian church was deepest in
idol worship, graft and immorality, practices that
are prohibited by the Scriptures. If nothing else could
have kept him from joining the Christian church, then
idol worship along with the prevalent use of swine’s
flesh, practice that is against all Bible religion, was
enough to turn Mohammed from Christianity.

Mohammed, I believe, did the very best he could,
considering that in his time the so-called Christian
church was at a very low ebb, and that his morals
and behaviour were much higher than were the morals
and behaviour of the Christianized pagans. In view
of all this, who can say that Mohammed was a bad
man, that he was a deceiver?
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Buddha himself never thought that after his death
he would be worshipped as a god by his followers—no,
no more than the prophets, the Apostles, and Mary,
the mother of Jesus, thought they would be worshipped
after their death.

You can now see that while Buddha was directing
the steps of his people, the people were led closer to
the standards of the Bible and to the ideals of Christ
than they were before his day. Since this is so, then
Buddha was not a deceiver.

As soon as Buddha died, though, his followers ran
against a wall as it were, and their progress toward
God, the Bible, and Christ, stopped where Buddha
stopped. Indeed they could not have advanced further
for they made the death of Buddha become their block
against progress toward God. How did they do it?—

It is a known fact that when people give credit of a
Divine deed to a finite being, then their hope
of another as great, or greater ever coming to help
them is forever gone. They do not believe that God
lives, that he will raise another even greater to lead
them further, but believe that there is no need of
another and no need for more Truth. Consequently
as they do not expect another, when one comes they
reject him. Thus the Buddhists put a stop to their
spiritual progress. So you see that when the light
that is in you becomes darkness, “How great is that
darkness!” Matt. 6:23.

Judging from the experiences of the past, the free-
dom of a nation and the assassin’s bullet this year are
likely to bring forth another gopd—Mohandus K. Gandhi.
He is likely to become the Buddha of today. Yes, the
Hindu millions are already giving to Mr. Gandhi the
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has yet been able to improve. The latter is the first
and best; there has never been the like and never
will be.

The school of God does not teach only from its text-
book, not merely in the school-room, it teaches the
practical as well as the theoretical. The practical,
of course, most men dislike, and some would not take
practical training even for a gift. Let us take Joseph
for example. When he finished the class-room work
he was initiated into the practical. His training was
perhaps most trying because his vocation was to be not
only one of the greatest but unique as well. Besides,
his curriculum included the learning of a strange
language and love for his enemies. He was to learn
by experience that if one serves God faithfully, then
whatever befalls him in life he is to know that it is but
a gift from God, and that he is to make the best of it.

First he was sold by his own brethren, and re-sold
by slave traders. He could have made himself sick
with grief and fear. Had he thus succumbed to his
emotions, the traders would have dropped him some-
where along the road to Egypt, for they would have
known that a sick man would only be an expense to
them, that they could not sell him for anything to
anybody. Joseph, though, behaved himself very
well, knowing that God knew all about his circum-
stances. The Ishmaelites, too, saw that they had not
invested in an ordinary slave. They realized that he
could be sold for a high price to someone who had the
money. Thus it was that they took him to Potiphar,
Egypt’s rich man. There Joseph learned how to take
orders, how to take care of other people’s goods, and
also how to shun lewd women.

After he graduated from Potiphar’s house he took
Vol. 2, No. 25 9.
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a course behind prison bars. There among the dream-
ers he learned to interpret dreams. At this point of
his training he was equipped to rule Egypt and to feed
the world.

The schools of man do not offer courses of this kind,
but neither do they develop benefactors, kings, bankers
and business men such as Joseph.

These are some of the things which we ought to
know if we ourselves are ever to graduate from the
school of God. Moreover, we ought to know where
we are receiving our training, for it is possible that
we might be in the school of self while we presumptu-
ously think we are in the school of God.

How can we know for sure in what school we are
getting our training?—To be in the school of God we
must walk with God. And how can we know that we
are walking with God?—I am sure that if we go to
places where God would not go, and if we work where
God would not work, then rather than walking with God
and learning from Him, we would be walking with the
Devil and receiving training from him.

How can we know that the work we are doing is the
work God would have us do?—It is certain that God
would not build instruments to kill regardless of the
pay; that He would not work at something that the
Devil works at; neither would He go into partnership
with one who is not walking with God.

The question naturally arises, should we work for
men or should we work for God to make a living? If
God has a work for you to do, then you cannot go to
work for men and yet expect to receive God’s approval.
But if God has not something for you in His workshop,
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Since Buddha’s kind of teaching certainly does not
come from the Devil, and since he led his followers
from bad to better, he could not have been a deceiver.
Buddha, moreover, not only taught good morals, but, if
historyisreliable, he himselflived up towhat he taught.
Finally, in keeping with his great influence he could
have been a rich man, but he died poor. And if stand-
ards of living have any virtues at all, Buddha’s stand-
ards, if lived up to, could have lifted the people of the
Orient higher than the level of many so-called Chris-
tians in our day.

Buddha therefore appears to have been a preacher
of righteousness in his day, for his standard of be-
haviour was practically the standard of the ten com-
mandments, the standards of the Bible. Where did
he get such a standard? Certainly not from the
Devil. We may now ask the question, Was God in
Buddha’s day interested only in the Hebrew nation?
Did He entirely neglect the rest of the world? And
did He deliberately permit a third of the earth’s in-
habitants to be led by Buddha from bad to worse? or
did He see that they be led from bad to better?

There is but one answer that we can honestly and
wisely give: That God through Buddha did for the
heathen that which could not have been done through
Moses or through any of the Hebrew prophets.

Comparatively speaking, God through Buddha
raised the heathen from the pit in which they were as
many inches up, as Moses raised the Hebrew’s from
the pit in which they were. The Hebrews, of course,
rose much closer to God than the followers of Buddha
because the pitin which Buddha found the heathen was
much deeper than the pit in which Moses found the
Hebrew nation.
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