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TEXT FOR PRAYER

Faith And Prayer

“Through faith in Christ, every deficiency of
character may be supplied, every defilement cleansed,
every fault corrected, every excellence developed.

‘Ye are complete in Him.’

“Prayer and faith are closely allied, and they need
to be studied together. In the prayer of faith there is a
divine science; it is a science that every one who
would make his life work a success must understand.
Christ says, ‘What things soever ye desire, when ye
pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have
them.” He makes it plain that our asking must be
according to God’s will; we must ask for the things
that He has promised, and whatever we receive must
be used in doing His will. The conditions met, the
promise is unequivocal.

“For the pardon of sin, for the Holy Spirit, for a
Christlike temper for wisdom and strength to do His
work, for any gift He has promised, we may ask; then
we are to believe that we receive, and return thanks
to God that we have received.

“We need look for no outward evidence of the
blessing. The gift is in the promise, and we may go
about our work assured that what God has promised he
is able to perform, and that the gift, which we already
possess, will be realized when we need it most.”—

Education, pp. 257, 258.
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for you and for His gospel today.

Miracle-mongers and miracle-hunters, fanatics
all, bear in mind, may become dangerously sub-
versive, ready to sabotage everything that is not

in accordance with their thinking. Loose and
rattling tongues will endeavor to shake the faith
of us all. The ones, though, who bear the

heaviest burden of feeding the flock with “meat
in due season” will be the Devil’s main targets.
At just such a time as this, these devoted fol-
lowers of God will profit most by the Lord’s
advice:

Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not con-
fidence in a guide: keep the doors of thy mouth
from her that lieth in thy bosom. For the son
dishonoureth the father, the daughter riseth up
against her mother, the daughter in law against
her mother in law; a man’s enemies are the men
of his own house. Therefore I will look unto the
Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation:
my God will hear me. Mic. 7:5-7.

It will be discovered that there will be thous-
ands of voices, some from professed believers,
and some from those who fight against the faith
of the saints, one voice condemning one thing,
and another condemning another thing, and what
one condemns, another will approve. But when
held close to the light of God’s word, all their
discordant philosophizings and murmurings, their
man-made plans and carnal ideas, will be seen to
be but a tumult of envy, jealousy, pride, self-

48.
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next verses of Isaiah’s prophecy:

And it shall come to pass in that day, that
a man shall nourish a young cow, and two sheep;
and it shall come to pass, for the abundance of
milk that they shall give he shall eat butter:
for butter and honey shall every one eat that is
left in the land. Isa. 7:21, 22.

In these verses Inspiration directs our atten-
tion to three butter-producing creatures—two sheep
and a young cow, and forewarns that only those
who eat of their products will have the right to
live in “the land”—in the land of God’s people.
None others, no, not another one, will be there.

Since, therefore, only those who eat of the
butter, those who thus learn to refuse the evil
and to choose the good, are to be permitted to
live in the holy land, all the more obvious it is
that the butter is figurative of spiritual food. And
since its source of supply is the two sheep and
the young cow, it is of absolute necessity that
we explore in the realm of this Bible symbolism
to find what they are.

The two sheep, of a kind and not young, are
manifestly symbolical of the Old and New Testa-
ments, the Word, which enables its recipients to
“choose the good and to refuse the evil.” And
the cow being young, and therefore of later origin
than the sheep, and its also being of larger size
than they, it can accordingly only be figurative of
inspired writings of later origin and of greater
volume than the Bible Itself. The only such be-
sides the Bible are those which bring to us “the
testimony of Jesus: . . . for the testimony of
Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy” (Rev. 19:10)—the
inspired interpretation of the Scriptures.

Vol. 2, No. 45 5.
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It is also to be noted that this butter and
this honey are produced in the Christian era, in
the time when both sheep, both Testaments, are
in existence, and also in the time when the
Spirit of Prophecy is at work.

And what is the Spirit of prophecy?—The same
chapter and verse give the answer:

And I fell at his feet [at the feet of the one who
unfolded the prophecy to John| to worship him. And
he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellow-
servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony
of Jesus. Rev. 19:10.

Here it is seen that as the prophecies were
unfolded to John by one of his brethren, thereby
was revealed to him the Testimony of Jesus, the
Spirit of Prophecy. Plainly, then, an inspired serv-
ant of God who bears a message to his brethren,
bears the Testimony of Jesus to them. To illus-
trate: Suppose the Lord Jesus communicated a
personal message to you by a messenger, would
not His message be His testimony to you? And
should God endow the messenger with the gift of
His Spirit to unfold to you the prophecies which
are in the Scriptures, would he not be coming to
you with the Spirit of Prophecy?

Thus it is clear that the “Testimony of Jes-
us” and “the Spirit of Prophecy” are synonymous
terms for a timely message sent from God—“meat
in due season.” The Spirit of prophecy, therefore,
is God’s means of communicating from Heaven
directly to His church on earth, as well as of
unfolding the sealed prophecies to her.

As we have already seen that the two sheep
are symbolical of the Old and New Testaments,

6.
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vitingly from the lines of so-called miracle-
workers here, there, and everywhere, thus going
from bad to worse, squandering their time and
their money, their life and their health, their
hope and their faith.

No saints will pray, then wonder if God has
heard and answered their prayers. They will know
and rejoice in faith that He has heard and an-
swered them in His own way, even though it be
entirely contrary to that for which they have
prayed. They will do what they can in God’s
way, accept the help He provides, and know
that it is “better to trust in the Lord than to
put confidence in man.” Ps. 118:8.

Since the time for God to exalt any group of
people with a demonstrational miracle-working
power  has not yet come, though it is
indeed fast approaching, and since you brethren
know the prophecies on this subject, then if you
heed them, how fortunate and happy you will be
in sparing yourselves from running hither and yon
in search of a miracle-working power where there
is no genuine.

If you, Brethren, stay inside God’s hedge
of inspired revelation, and walk with Him as
did Enoch of old, you will have Him by your

side every step of the way. So whatever your
burden, leave it with Him, and He Himself will
bear it for you to triumph. Know that He has

heard your prayer, and that He will grant your
request as He sees fit to carry out His plan

Vol. 2, No. 46 47.
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by his subtractions from, the works of Inspiration.

The informed, however, will rejoice rather than
be pushed and driven to despair. Nothing, not even
the afflictions of Job, will discourage them, for
they will be wise and will understand: they will
know the truth, and the truth will set them free
from Satan’s snares. They will remember that the
blind man (John 9:1-3) was born blind, not be-
cause of someone’s sin, but only that the Son of
Man might be glorified in him. They will, as
well, consider that both Lazarus and Dorcas took
sick and died, not because they were the biggest
sinners of the day, but that the Son of God
might demonstrate that He has power not only to
heal the sick but also to raise the dead at
His will. They will perceive that afflictions and
misfortunes that have come upon them, have not
drawn them away from God, but rather have drawn
them closer to Him; that they are better off to
go into the kingdom, poor, maimed, halt, and
blind, than to go into perdition, rich in houses,
lands, oxen, and health or whatsoever.

With tears of joy over His forgiving her her
great sins, Mary Magdalene therewith washed her
Saviour’s feet, and wiped them with her hair, then
breaking the precious alabaster box, anointed
His head with its ointment. All the while this
was taking place, Judas’ greedy hands were
twitching for the price of it to fatten his purse,
though at the same time he was pretentiously
professing deep love for the poor! This hypocriti-
cal profession, while tabering upon his breast,

44.
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the individual church member to choose the good
and to refuse the evil, and to go through the
great and dreadful day of the Lord. Accordingly, it
is now seen anew that what is applicable to the
church as a body, is applicable to the individual
members of it.

The obvious conclusion from these scriptural
facts is that the only people who will be spared
and permitted to live in the Holy Land during the
“great and dreadful day of the Lord” (Mal. 4:5)
are those who make it their chief business and
habit to feast with delight (as the “honey” de-
notes) on the product of these three butter-produc-
ing creatures.

The calamity which is to befall those who re-
fuse the butter and honey, and the deliverance
which is to come to those who feed upon it, is
depicted by the Revelator in another figure:

And the earth helped the woman [church],
and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed
up the flood [the wicked] which the dragon
cast out of his mouth. And the dragon was wroth
with the woman, and went to make war with the rem-
nant of her seed [with those that are spared], which
keep the commandments of God, and have the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ. . . . for the testimony of Jesus is
the Spirit of Prophecy. Rev. 12:16, 17; 19:10.

This passage reveals that the remnant, those
who are left after the earth swallows the dragon’s
flood which is now threatening to do away with
the woman (the ever-living church), are the ones
who as a group keep the commandments of God,
and have “the testimony of Jesus Christ.” It
is then, not now, that the remnant as a body
truly keeps the commandments of God, still has

Vol. 2, No. 45 9.
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the Spirit of Prophecy in its midst, and is the

remnant in fact, and no longer merely in pros-
pect or in theory.

Since this separation of the “tares” from
among the “wheat”—"the harvest”—is one and the
same work with the Judgment of the living, then
the only difference between the Judgment of the
dead and the judgment of the living is that in
the former the names of the wicked are removed
from the books above, whereas in the latter the
wicked are bodily swept away from among the
living members of the Church. Not only the proph-
ecies and parables here considered, but also the
type (the atonement—Lev. 23:27, 29), including Early
Writings, page 118 and Testimonies to Ministers,
page 234, teach the same truth.

This is what the cleansing of the sanctuary
(Dan. 8:14) is; this is what the antitypical atone-
ment is (The Great Controversy, pp. 399-402;
420-422; 428-430); this is what the judgment of
the living is; this is what the purification of
the church is (Testimonies, Vol. 5, p. 80). This
is what brings the end of the world; and this is
what restores eternity to Christianity.

Under the particular care of a never-erring
“Husbandman,” Christianity, as we have already
seen, is a combination of both the human and
the Divine. Moreover, with the use of the spiri-
tual butter and honey, the saints are enabled to
live a fruitful and wuseful life even now, and
thuswise they are to survive the judgments of
God.

So it is that while Christ Himself learned to
refuse the evil and to choose the good by the
use of this butter and honey, His followers who

10.
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Who are wise to understand? Are you, Brother,
Sister? Will you act now, while there is time?
Will you face the picture and get ready to meet
the situation? Will you? Before the Spirit of God
leaves you? and the Enemy secures final ad-
vantage over you? Will you realize that as he
beguiles the rich with vanities and grinds the
poor with cares, he will use every weapon he
has to dishearten, discourage, and scatter all who
accept the Lord’s merciful invitation to His sup-
per?

Moreover, as sure as the Devil lives, he will
employ every possible agency to either add to
God’s Truth, or to subtract from It, aggravating
and disheartening, especially capitalizing on the
misfortunes and afflictions of the saints, to thus
secure their down-fall if possible. Principally will
he depend upon two of his most powerful and
successful agencies—extremisms—one pushing to
the right and another to the left: In an effort to
scatter as many as possible away from the cen-
ter-path of light he will endeavor to drive one
class into the fires of fanaticism, and to plunge
another class into the icy waters of unconcern.
To this end he will seek to convince the former
class that their afflictions and misfortunes are
the evident results of imperfect obedience to
present truth, and will mock the latter class as
fanatically strict in their course of faith.

The only ones that will endure to the end
will be those who carefully watch their steps
from being carried away either by his additions to, or

Vol. 2, No. 46 43.
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dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters
break out, and streams in the desert. Isa. 35:4-6.

It is impossible to give any idea of the
experience of the people of God who shall be
alive upon the earth when celestial glory and a
repetition of the persecutions of the past are
blended. They will walk in the light proceeding
from the throne of God. By means of the angels
there will be constant communication between
heaven and earth. And Satan, surrounded by evil
angels, and claiming to be God, will work mira-
cles of all kinds, to deceive, if possible, the
very elect. God’s people will not find their safe-
ty in working miracles; for Satan will counterfeit
the miracles that will be wrought. God’s tried and
tested people will find their power in the sign
spoken of in Ex. 31:12-18.
9, p. 16.

—“Testimonies,” Vol.

Envisioning this great day of God’s power,
the “gospel prophet,” too, focuses our eyes upon
those who, heeding “the straight testimony,”
survive the ordeal of the shaking, and behold
face to face those wondrous scenes of future

glory:

Look wupon Zion, the city of our solemnities:
thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation,
a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not
one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed,
neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken.
But there the glorious Lord will be unto us a
place of broad rivers and streams; wherein shall go

40.
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the peace of thy children.” Isa. 54:11-13.

Most essentially, Christianity is love: “And
walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and
hath given Himself for us an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour.”
Eph. 5:2.

“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”
Matt. 22:39. “For God so loved the world, that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” John 3:16.

In addition, Christianity is like the wind: no
one except God and the “born again” know either
whence they come or where they go, for “the
wind |[Christianity] bloweth where it listeth, and
thou [the not-born again] hearest the sound there-
of, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and
whither it goeth: so [imperceptible to the unborn
again] is every one that is born of the Spirit.”
John 3:8.

Accordingly, it is impossible for the non-
Christian to know what real Christianity is. For
this very reason the Scriptures emphatically warn:
“. . . but the wicked shall do wickedly: and
none of the wicked shall understand.” Dan. 12:
10. Let the sinner, therefore, renounce his sin, pray for
the Spirit of Truth, and then understanding will
come to him. “Seek ye the Lord while He may
be found, call ye upon Him while He 1is near:
let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright-
eous man his thoughts: and let him return unto
the Lord, and He will have mercy upon Him; and
to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. For
My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways My ways, saith the Lord. For as the

Vol. 2, No. 45 13.
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heavens are higher than the earth, so are My
ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than
your thoughts.” Isa. 55:6-9.

But Christianity is still more than all these.
It is bread for the hungry, a home for the out-
cast, a wardrobe for the naked, a physician and
an inn for the sick. In short, it is everything to
everybody in the household of God. And here is
the challenge to its adherents:

Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry,
and that thou bring the poor that are cast out
to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that
thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself
from thine own flesh? Isa. 58:7.

This challenge, Brother, Sister, cannot be
met unless all wisely help in whatsoever capacity
possible, remembering that no effort but that
which demands a sacrifice, is rewarded. Because
she gave her all, her living, the poor widow’s
(Mark 12:41-44) two mites did more than the dol-
lars of the rich could ever do. Too, the wid-
ow of Serepta, used her last drop of oil and
her last scoop of flour to feed the prophet of
God, with no hope of ever getting more, but with
only the prospect of starving, not sparing even
her own son. To the contrary, though, her cruse
of o0il and her sack of flour never went empty
(1 Kings 17:12, 15, 16), and she and her son
lived on.

Abraham became the father of the faithful and
a friend of God because he offered on the sac-
rificial altar his best and his all—his only son
(Gen. 22:1-13).

In his day, Joseph became the world’s saviour,

14.
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seen,” declared the recipient of the vision, “and
was shown that it would be caused by the
straight testimony called forth by the counsel of
the Truth Witness to the Laodiceans. This will
have its effect upon the heart of the receiver,
and will lead him to exalt the standard and pour
forth the straight truth. Some will not bear this
straight testimony. They will rise up against it,
and this is what will cause a shaking among
God’s people.—“Early Writings,” p. 270.

In this vision, we are introduced to a mighty
message that is to be carried to the Laodiceans,
and that is to commence the shaking among God’s
people. Then in subsequent vision and testimony,
we are given to see the glorious sequel to this
shaking.

Mighty miracles were wrought, the sick
were healed, and signs and wonders followed the be-
lievers. God was in the work, and every saint,
fearless of consequences, followed the convictions
of his own conscience, and united with those who
were keeping all the commandments of God; and
with power they sounded abroad the third mes-
sage.—Id, p. 278.

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be
strong, fear not: behold, your God will come
with vengeance, even God with a recompence;
He will come and save you. Then the eyes of
the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the
deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame
man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the

Vol. 2, No. 46 39.
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the “east” and from the “west”; (4) when Zion and
Jerusalem are “called a city of truth, the mountain of
the Lord of hosts the holy mountain” (holy kingdom);
(5) when “the inhabitants of one city,” shall go
to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray
before the Lord, and to seek the Lord of hosts:
I will go also.”

Thus the Lord will free His people from both
sin and sinners, keep them apart for evermore,
and endow them with all miracle-working powers.
Does He do this because they have been good? or
for His name’s sake? Here is His own answer:

Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus
saith the Lord God; I do not this for your sakes,
O house of Israel, but for Mine holy name’s
sake, which ye have profaned among the hea-
then, whither ye went. And I will sanctify My
great name, which was profaned among the hea-
then, which ye have profaned in the midst of
them; and the heathen shall know that I am the
Lord, saith the Lord God, when I shall be sancti-
fied in you before their eyes. For I will take
you from among the heathen, and gather you
out of all countries, and will bring you into
your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean water
upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your
filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse
you. A new heart also wil I give you, and
a new spirit will I put within you: and I will
take away the stony heart out of your flesh,
and I will give you an heart of flesh. And 1
will put My Spirit within you, and cause you

36.
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promises the Lord, “shall thy light break forth
as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth
speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before
thee; the glory of the Lord shall be thy rereward.
Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer;
thou shalt cry, and He shall say, Here [ am.
If thou take away from the midst of thee the
yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and
speaking vanity; and if thou draw out thy soul
to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul;
then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy
darkness be as the noon day: and the Lord
shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul
in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou
shalt be like a watered garden, and like a
spring of water, whose waters fail not.” Isa.
58:8-11.

Now the manifest truth is that if time should
last, and if we are to stay in the pathway of
true Christianity where the light shines, then
all must do something about this badly neglected
work of caring for the needy, for it cannot be
accomplished from one central location, but must
necessarily be localized to every state and coun-
try wherever the message of the hour takes “root
downward and bears fruit upward.” Isa. 37:31.

Then shall the King say wunto them on His
right hand, Come, ye blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world: For I was an hungered,
and ye gave Me meat: I was thirsty, and ye
gave Me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took
Me in: naked, and ye clothed Me: I was sick, and
ye visited Me: I was in prison, and ye came unto

Me. Matt. 25:34-36.

Our duty, though, is to heed not only this
Vol. 2, No. 45 17.
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injunction, but all that Inspiration has set before
us. All of it must become a part of our beings,
as does the food we eat, if we are to enjoy all
God promises, and to become heirs of the Kingdom
eternal. This is the bright side of the picture.

But, sadly, there is also the dark side. Close
up in the foreground is the patriarch Lot. His
selfishly choosing for himself all the fertile land
of the plain, and leaving the barren hills for his
elderly uncle, Abraham, did not yield him the
fruit he expected. Even though he prospered for a
while, yet when he was finally through with
Sodom, he went out the poorest of the poor
(Gen. 19:15-17).

Pharaoh and his great men, endeavoring to
keep the people of God in slavery forever, were
engulfed by the Red sea, and buried alive in the
midst of it (Ex. 14:22, 23, 38).

For cheating Naboth out of his vineyard and
for taking his life, Ahab, king of Israel, and all
his household, died at the edge of the sword
(1 Kings 21).

Those who cast the three Hebrews into the
fiery furnace, were themselves destroyed by its
flames (Dan. 3:22), just as those selfish, greedy,
cruel men who threw Daniel into the lion’s den,
were themselves finally devoured by the hungry
beasts (Dan. 6:24).

Haman erected gallows upon which to swing
Mordecai, but ended up swinging upon them him-
self (Esther 7:10).

For taking to himself the glory and credit
for his great speech, Herod was eaten by worms

18.
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Here, too, in plainest terms 1is set forth the
truth that after, not before, the former and the
latter rain (both of which are figurative of freshly
revealed truths coming directly from the Throne of
God, preceding the harvest), during the time of
the great “harvest,” during the gathering of the
people, these gifts of miracles will be restored.
The result of God’s restoring them is graphical-
ly pictured by both Isaiah and Micah in their
almost identical words:

But in the last days it shall come to pass,
that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall
be established in the top of the mountains, and
it shall be exalted above the hills; and people
shall flow unto it. And many nations shall come,
and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain
of the Lord, and to the house of the God of
Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and
we will walk in His paths: for the law shall
go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. Mic. 4:1, 2.

In addition to the testimony of the types, here,
from the mouth of at least seven witnesses (John,
Micah, Joel, Daniel, Zechariah, Isaiah, Christ
Himself) is “the more sure word of Prophecy,”
revealing the set time for the gift of miracles.

In summary, their faithful testimony is that the re-
manifestation of the gifts, among men, will be (1) after,
not before, the latter rain is poured out; (2) after the
stone is “cut out of the mountain,” not before; (3) the
time when the Lord is gathering the second fruits from

Vol. 2, No. 46 35.
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pieces the young man and the maid; I will also
break in pieces with thee the shepherd and his
flock; and with thee will I break in pieces the
husbandman and his yoke of oxen; and with thee
will I break in pieces captains and rulers. Mic.
5:7,9; Jer. 51:19-23.

Who would dare question that in prophecy
these are the people and this is the church that
completes the work—the only people and the
only church that will possess all the gifts of
the spirit, from the gift of prophecy to the gift
of government and gift of miracles; that these
gifts are given them for the achieving of their
crowning work of lightening the earth with glory
(Rev. 18:1), of “preaching this gospel of the
kingdom in all the world for a witness unto all
nations,” thereby gathering God’s people, the
second fruits, tare-free (“My people”), out of
Babylon (Rev. 18:4). Out of every nation and
kindred and tongue and people (whom Babylon
rules), they bring “their brethren” into the church
purified (Isa. 66:19, 20), the kingdom of God on
earth in its infant restoration.

Prophetically envisioning in the long ago this
glorious day of triumph for the people and the
church of God, and for the “everlasting gospel,”
Inspiration jubilantly declared:

. Mighty miracles were wrought, the sick were
healed, and signs and wonders followed the be-
lievers. God was in the work, and every saint,
fearless of consequences, followed the convictions

32.
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Christianity has for him. I plead with you to
make it your chief business to obtain the prom-
ised blessings, that you may escape the de-
struction of the wicked, of the unbelieving and
doubting, and be “left” forever to enjoy the
promise:

And it shall come to pass, that he that is
left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jeru-
salem, shall be called holy, even every one
that is written among the living in Jerusalem:
. and there shall be a tabernacle for a
shadow in the day time from the heat, and for a
place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and
from rain. For the Lord shall comfort Zion: he
will comfort all her waste places; and he will
make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert
like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness
shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the
voice of melody. Therefore the redeemed of the
Lord shall return, and come with singing unto
Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their
head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and
sorrow and mourning shall flee away. Isa. 4:3,6;51:3, 11.
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TEXT FOR PRAYER

The Barren Tree

I shall read from Christ’s Object Lessons, pp.
217, 218, beginning with paragraph one:

“The barren tree receives the rain and the
sunshine and the gardener’s care. It draws nour-
ishment from the soil. But its unproductive boughs
only darken the ground, so that fruit-bearing plants
can not flourish in its shadow. . . .

“With what unwearied love did Christ minister
to Israel during the period of added probation.
.o So His care and labor for you are not
lessened, but increased. Still He says, ‘1 the
Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment;
lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day.’

“ ‘If it bear fruit, well; and if not, then after
that’

“The heart that does not respond to divine
agencies becomes hardened wuntil it is no longer
susceptible to the influence of the Holy Spirit.
Then it is that the word 1is spoken, ‘Cut it
down; why cumbereth it the ground?”

This parable explains that Christianity is
plant-like; it is like a fruit tree. Moreover, it ex-
plains that God is very patient with us in our
Christianity, for in the parable only after the
third fruitless year would the Lord consider cut-
ting down the barren fig tree, and even then He
was convinced to wait still another year. Thus
we see that we are given plenty of time in
which to make good,—plenty of time to begin
bearing fruit. There is, nevertheless, as in the
parable, no fruitless tree to be spared beyond
the fourth parabolic year.
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is set up in the Holy Land, while the toe-kings are yet
in existence.

Beyond question, therefore, the 144,000 guileless
servants of God (Rev. 14:5), composing the government
of God in its beginning, the stone which smites the im-
age, and which subsequently becomes a great mountain
that fills the whole earth, are instrumental in the even-
tual overthrow of all earthly governments. Accordingly,
therefore, of who else at that time in all the world, of
who else indeed but themselves, could it be written:

they are men wondered at; . . . a great
people and a strong; there hath not been ever the
like, neither shall be any more after it, even to
the years of many generations. Zech. 3:8; Joel 2:2.

And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the
midst of many people as a dew from the Lord,
as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not
for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men. Thine
hand shall be lifted up upon thine adversaries,
and all thine enemies shall be cut off. The por-
tion of Jacob is not like them; for he is the
former of all things: and Israel is the rod of his
inheritance: the Lord of hosts is His name. Thou
art My battle axe and weapons of war: for with
thee will I break in pieces the nations, and with
thee will I destroy kingdoms; and with thee will I
break in pieces the horse and his rider; and with
thee will I break in pieces the chariot and his
rider; with thee also will I break in pieces man
and woman; and with thee will I break in pieces
old and young; and with thee will I break in
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with another, for all know that were there no
differences, there would be no sects. Rather,
what is of special concern is the fact that
scarcely even two individuals within one sect
agree on all points of teaching and practice.
And besides being rife with dissensions, divisions,
and bigotries of every kind, every denomination
in Christendom is, in addition, shot through and
through with every other spiritual ill. And who can
deny it?

Long Dbefore these sad conditions developed,
the Lord forewarned that men would fall asleep
and let the Devil sow his “tares” among the
“wheat” (Matt. 13:25, 28). For how long?—“Until
the harvest.” And “in the time of harvest,” saith
the Lord, “I will say to the reapers, Gather ye
first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn
them: but gather the wheat into my barn.” Matt.
13:30.

Since it is therefore strictly Biblical that God
will not bestow the gift of miracles upon a
people other than those who as a group come to
one accord, who come to “see eye to eye
(Isa. 52:8), and since the Spirit cannot effect
this unity and harmony now while the tares are
commingled with the wheat, then all might as
well reconcile themselves to the educative and
redemptive discipline of waiting on the Lord until
“harvest”—till the tares, the discordant or false
ones, are purged out. Those who will not wait,
but are impatient to possess the power right now
to work wonders, will beguile themselves with a

”»
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spurious gift. Bent on having the gift of miracle-
working power that is being acclaimed rather than
the gifts made available for the hastening of the
harvest, they satisfy themselves with the counter-
feit which 1is current, just as Pharaoh satisfied
himself with the counterfeit serpents which his
great men brought forth against the serpents of
Moses (Ex. 7:10-12). If these counterfeit miracle-
workers and miracle-hunters of today will not
repent themselves of this folly, then they will
have to pay the penalty for playing the fool.

What then is the truth about this gift? Are we
to understand that the gospel work will close
without it? Inspiration does not remain silent on
the question, but, as we shall see, makes plain
that the gospel work will never close, “the
harvest” never be garnered in, without a world-
wide manifestation of the gift of Miracles, in-
cluding the gift of tongues.

But, you may say, if the Angels, not men,
are to separate the good from the bad, and thus
end “the harvest,” then of what use and benefit
will the gift be to mankind, if there are no more
souls to save after that? It is precisely here at
this clouded point in the way, that the church
needs light lest she blindly plunge on and lose her
way in the dense darkness ahead.

To get into the full beam of light, we must
first face the fact that the pre-pentecostal harvest
took place in a self-deceived church, the Jewish;
and through miracle-working power manifested by
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