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TEXT FOR PRAYER
Turn From Debate; Present The Truth

I shall read from Christ’s Object Lessons,
beginning on page 40, the last paragraph—

“Instead of discussing erroneous theories, or
seeking to combat the opponents of the gospel,
follow the example of Christ. Let fresh truths
from God’'s treasure-house flash into 1life.
‘Preach the word.’ ‘Sow beside all waters.’
‘Be instant in season, out of season.” ‘He that
hath My word, let him speak My word faithfully.
What is the chaff to the wheat? saith the Lord.’
‘Every word of God is pure. . . . Add thou not unto
His words, lest He reprove thee, and thou be
found a liar.””

We should pray this afternoon for the ability
to follow the example of Christ in teaching.
We should also pray that we shall remember that
we are instructed not to engage in debate with
those who disagree with us; that Christ did not
debate, and neither must we if we are to win;
that God will supply us with fresh truths to
bring to the people; that if such truths do not
convince the opposers of the “everlasting
gospel,” nothing will, even if the dead should
arise for a witness against them; that we exalt
the Bible above all other books; that we measure
all else with the Bible yardstick, and forever
break all other measuring sticks.
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rather than death.

Next we see that the church as a whole, as a
family, is composed of a father, a mother, and
of sons and a daughter, that the father is God;
that the wife is the ministry (those who bring
in converts); that the children are the laity.
We see also that the church (woman) was married
to the Lord in her youth, in the day she came
out of Egypt; that although the ministry as a
whole never advanced from one truth to another,
the church (wife) continued by being replaced by
new and successive ministers time and again. And
now that she is deep in whoredom, obviously she
is again to be replaced by a new ministry, and
thus will she become faithful to our Father; that
this will be accomplished by taking away the sin-
ners from her midst. Then will she be given her
vineyards, and then will she and all her chil-
dren live in peace and safety.

Clearly, then, lewdness shall actually flee
away, and this revival and reformation brought
forth by this layman’s movement shall accomplish
its given work. And so, you see that as a re-
sult of the childrens’ protest, the whole family
of God shall live happily in peace and safety
forevermore.
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personality.

Hos. 2:18—And in that day will I make a covenant
for them with the beasts of the field, and with
the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things
of the ground: and I will break the bow and the
sword and the battle out of the earth, and will
make them to lie down safely.

Here is peace, the only peace that one can
have today if he so desires. This is peace over-
flowing with safety. The saints, after the sin-
ners have been removed from among them, need not
fear beasts, fowls or creeping things of the
ground, neither gun nor sword; they shall lie
down in confidence and assurance that nothing
shall hurt them, for He “Whose fan is in His
hand, . . . will throughly purge His floor, and ga-
ther His wheat into the garner; but He will burn
up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” Matt. 3:
12.

Verses 19-21—And I will betroth thee unto Me
forever; yea, I will betroth thee unto Me in
righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-
kindness, and in mercies. I will even betroth
thee unto Me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know
the Lord. And it shall come to pass in that day,
I will hear, saith the Lord, I will hear the
heavens, and they shall hear the earth.

In saying that the Lord will hear the heavens,
and the heavens the earth, Inspiration actually
says that when these things take place on earth,
the Lord is to be in the midst of His people,
that He is to speak from earth and His subjects
in heaven shall hear Him.

Verse 22—And the earth shall hear the corn, and
24.
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hands in the midst of them, as He that swimmeth
spreadeth forth His hands to swim: and He shall
bring down their pride together with the spoils
of their hands. And the fortress of the high
fort of thy walls shall He bring down, lay low,
and bring to the ground, even to the dust.

These verses hold the fact before us that it
matters not what kind of fortification men may
devise, such shall nevertheless be brought down
as a straw when the Lord manifests His power.
Having now clearly seen this wonderful Bible
Truth, let it be you to say:

Isa. 25:1-0 Lord, Thou art my God; I will exalt
Thee, I will praise Thy name; for Thou hast done
wonderful things; Thy counsels of old are faith-
fulness and truth.

Here we are shown that as a result of this
revealed Truth, some will truly accept the Lord
of the Bible as their God, and will pledge to
exalt Him and ever to praise His wonderful name
because they see that He has done wonderful
things. His counsels of old will they not turn
down because they will know from experience that
His counsels are faithfulness and Truth. They
will from personal experience know God’s power
and say:

Verses 2, 3—For Thou hast made of a city an heap;
of a defenced city a ruin: a palace of strangers
to be no city; it shall never be built. There-
fore shall the strong people glorify Thee, the
city of the terrible nations shall fear Thee.

The city of this verse must be the one first
mentioned in Isaiah 24:

Vol. 2, No. 5 5.
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“The city of confusion is broken down: every
house is shut up, that no man may come in. There
is a crying for wine in the streets; all joy is
darkened, the mirth of the land is gone. In the
city is left desolation, and the gate is smitten
with destruction. When thus it shall be in the
midst of the land among the people, there shall
be as the shaking of an olive tree, and as the
gleaning grapes when the vintage is done.

“They [those who are not shaken down] shall
1ift up their voice, they shall sing for the
majesty of the Lord, they shall cry aloud from
the sea. Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the
fires, even the name of the Lord God of Israel
in the isles of the sea. From the uttermost part
of the earth have we heard songs, even glory to
the righteous [as a result, there shall be con-
verts from the four corners of the earth].

“But I said, My leanness, my 1leanness, woe
unto me! the treacherous dealers have dealt
treacherously; yea, the treacherous dealers have
dealt very treacherously. Fear, and the pit, and
the snare, are upon thee, O inhabitant of the
earth.” Isa. 24:10-17.

The following quotation from the Spirit of
Prophecy adds light to these verses:

“1 saw jets of light shining from cities and
villages, and from the high places and the low
places of the earth. God’s word was obeyed, and
as a result there were memorials for Him in every
city and village. His truth was proclaimed
throughout the world.”—Testimonies, Vol. 9, pp.
28 and 29.

Isa. 26:1—In that day shall this song be sung
6.
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slaughtering weapons in their hands: ‘Go ye after
him through the city, and smite; let not your eye
spare, neither have ye pity; slay utterly old and
young, both maids and little children, and women;
but come not near any man upon whom is the mark;
and begin at My sanctuary. Then they began at
the ancient men which were before the house.’

“Here we see that the church—the Lord’s
sanctuary—was the first to feel the stroke of
the wrath of God. The ancient men, those to whom
God had given great light, and who had stood as
guardians of the spiritual interests of the peo-
ple, had betrayed their trust. They had taken
the position that we need not look for miracles
and the marked manifestation of God’s power as
in former days. Times have changed. These words
strengthen their unbelief, and they say, The
Lord will not do good, neither will He do evil.
He is too merciful to visit His people in judg-
ment. Thus peace and safety is the cry from men
who will never again 1lift up their voice like a
trumpet to show God’s people their transgressions
and the house of Jacob their sins. These dumb
dogs, that would not bark, are the ones who feel
the just vengeance of an offended God. Men,
maidens, and 1little children, all perish to-
gether.”—Testimonies, Vol. 5, p. 211.

Verse 16—And it shall be at that day, saith the
Lord, that thou shalt call Me Ishi; and shalt
call Me no more Baali.

So it is that after the hypocrites and sin-
ners are taken out of the way, the church shall
no longer call the Saviour Baali (Lord), but she
shall call him Ishi (Husband). The significance
is that then He will truly be her husband, where-
as now He is to her as it were only some great
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Verse 6—Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy
way with thorns, and make a wall, that she shall
not find her paths.

Here we see that the church proposes, but
that God disposes; her plans do not work out as
expected—she loses her way as does a ship with
out chart or compass drifting at sea.

Verse 7—And she shall follow after her lovers,
but she shall not overtake them; and she shall
seek them, but shall not find them: then shall
she say, I will go and return to my first hus-
band; for then was it better with me than now.

Again we see that trials and adverse circum-
stances are for our good, for thus is the church
brought to her right senses.

Verses 8-12—For she did not know that I gave her
corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied her sil-
ver and gold, which they prepared for Baal.
Therefore will I return, and take away My corn
in the time thereof, and My wine in the season
thereof, and will recover My wool and My flax
given to cover her nakedness. And now will I
discover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers,
and none shall deliver her out of Mine hand. I
will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast
days, her new moons, and her Sabbaths, and all
her solemn feasts. And I will destroy her vines
and her fig trees, whereof she hath said, These
are my rewards that my lovers have given me: and
I will make them a forest, and the beasts of the
field shall eat them.

From these verses we see that it was just such
a departure from God that caused the church in
her early Christian era to lose her path and all

20.
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the open. Thus they learn to say—

Verse 12-Lord, Thou wilt ordain peace for us:
for Thou also hast wrought all our works in us.

This can be said only by those who allow the
Lord to perform His work in their hearts, so
that they may praise Him:

Verses 13-16—0 Lord our God, other lords be-
side Thee have had dominion over us: but by Thee
only will we make mention of Thy name. They are
dead, they shall not live; they are deceased,
they shall not rise: therefore hast Thou visited
and destroyed them, and made all their memory to
perish. Thou hast increased the nation, O Lord,
Thou hast increased the nation: Thou art glori-
fied: Thou hadst removed it far unto all the ends
of the earth. Lord, in trouble have they visited
Thee, they poured out a prayer when Thy chasten-
ing was upon them.

These verses declare that Israel of the prom-
ises, not the unbelieving Jew, have increased in
number since having been removed from their land,
since having been scattered to the ends of the
earth. While this chastening (being driven away
from their land) is still upon them, they pour out
prayer and say:

Verses 17, 18—Like as a woman with child, that
draweth near the time of her delivery, is in
pain, and crieth out in her pangs; so have we
been in Thy sight, O Lord. We have been with
child, we have been in pain, we have as it were
brought forth wind; we have not wrought any de-
liverance in the earth; neither have the inhabi-
tants of the world fallen.

Vol. 2, No. 5 9.
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Here is shown that the eyes of the penitent
are to be opened; they are to see themselves as
God sees them, and confess that they have here-
tofore failed in their efforts, that they have
travailed, have been in pain, but have brought
forth only “wind,” as it were, while the im-
penitent think that they themselves are rich and
increased with goods, are doing a great deed,
and are in need of nothing.

Yes, the church may now boast of her achieve-
ments, or her so-called large membership, but not
long hence will she, too, discover that she has
failed to finish her work, that the world is
still destroying the earth, that her people are
unsaved and that rather than having brought
forth salvation, she has brought forth nothing
but “wind.”

“In the mighty sifting soon to take place,
we shall be better able to measure the strength
of Israel. The signs reveal that the time is
near when the Lord will manifest that his fan is
in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his
floor.”—Testimonies, Vol. 5, p. 80.

Verse 19—Thy dead men shall live, together with
My dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing,
ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew
of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.

Not only the 1living, but the dead also shall
be gathered into the “strong city.” We already
hear the Lord pleading with us all, saying:

Verse 20—Come, My people, enter thou into thy
chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide
thyself as it were for a little moment, until the
indignation be overpast.”

10.
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movement called forth by the revived Spirit of
Prophecy.

From this prophecy, you see, the Denomination
is by God Himself charged with “whoredom,” with
having illicit connections with the world. This
lewdness she must give up if she is to obtain
favor with God.

These are not man’s words, you understand,
but God’s. And should we not be grateful that
He is doing everything He can to save us? The
church must repent, says the Lord:

Verse 3—Lest I strip her naked, and set her as
in the day that she was born, and make her as a
wilderness, and set her like a dry land, and slay
her with thirst.

The Denomination often boasts of gain in mem-
bership (children), but God charges that those
whom she brings in are illegitimate children!
And how could it be otherwise if the church her-
self is corrupted with the world? What else
could her converts be? What would free them from
the worldly influences, if she (the ministry), is
herself tainted with the practices of the world?
Indeed her converts cannot be lawful child-
ren.

Verse 5—For their mother hath played the
harlot: she that conceived them hath done
shamefully: for she said, I will go after my
lovers, that give me my bread and my water, my
wool and my flax, mine oil and my drink.

The church has gone after the world because
she mistakenly thinks that her support comes from
worldlings, from her “lovers.”

Vol. 2, No. 6 19.
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identified Jews of today are not the descendants
of the ten-tribe kingdom, but of the two-tribe
kingdom. Who, then, is this multitude of people
referred to in Hosea’s prophecy?

We must not overlook the fact that the Gospel
of Christ divided the house of Judah into two
sects—Jewish and Christian, that the Christian
church for about four years after the resurrec-
tion of Christ consisted practically only of
Jews. Plainly, then, the original Christians
were full-blooded Jews,—the Christian church is
only a branch of the Jewish church, but they and
their descendants have, through the years, lost
their racial identity. Then, too, the descend-
ants of both Israel and Judah who through the
years of captivity 1lost their identity as did
the Jews who embraced Christianity, according to
prophecy must also have greatly multiplied.
Plainly, then, many who are taken as Gentiles,
are but unidentified descendants of ancient
Judah, Israel, and the Jewish Christians. The
Christian church herself is, as we have seen, a
Jewish-Christian church.

These descendants of Jacob, who were assimi-
lated by the Gentile nations, therefore, were
to multiply as the sand of the sea. They
are the ones who, after becoming Christians, are
again called the sons of the living God.

Of those who first embraced the Christian
faith, the Apostle Peter speaks thus: “Which in
time past were not a people, but are now the peo-
ple of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now
have obtained mercy.” 1 Pet. 2:10.

And the Apostle John says: “But as many as
received Him, to them gave He power to become the

16.
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LEWDNESS FLEES AWAY AT CHILDREN'S

PROTEST!—REVIVAL AND REFORMATION WIN

Text of Address by V. T. Houteff,
Minister of D. Seventh-day Adventists
Sabbath, September 13, 1947
Mt. Carmel Chapel
Waco, Texas

Qur subject is found in the first and second
chapters of Hosea. We shall begin with—

Hos. 1:2—The beginning of the word of the Lord
by Hosea. And the Lord said to Hosea, Go, take
unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children of
whoredoms: for the land hath committed great
whoredom, departing from the Lord.

We immediately see that this wife and these
children symbolize God’'s people departing from
Him, and that such a wicked act, He calls
whoredom.

Verses 3, 4—So he went and took Gomer the daugh-
ter of Diblaim; which conceived, and bare him a
son. and the Lord said unto him, Call his
name Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will
avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the house of
Jehu, and will cause to cease the kingdom of the
house of Israel.

God’s reason for thus naming Hosea’s first vi-
sionary son, was to signify that in a 1little
while He was to avenge the blood of Jezreel upon
the house of Jehu, who was then the king of
Israel. Then declared the Lord:
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