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TEXT FOR PRAYER

“The Soil—By The Wayside”

We shall read from Christ’s Object Lessons,
beginning on page 43, the last paragraph:

“That with which the parable of the sower
chiefly deals is the effect produced on the
growth of the seed by the soil into which it is
cast. By this parable Christ was virtually say-
ing to His hearers, It is not safe for you to
stand as critics of My work, or to indulge dis-
appointment because it does not meet your ideas.
The question of greatest importance to you is, How
do you treat My message? Upon your reception or
rejection of it your eternal destiny depends. . . .

“The seed sown by the wayside represents the
word of God as it falls upon the heart of an
inattentive hearer. . . . Absorbed in selfish aims
and sinful indulgences, the soul is ‘hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin.” The spiritual
faculties are paralyzed. Men hear the word, but
understand it not. They do not discern that it
applies to themselves. They do not realize their
need or their danger. They do not perceive the
love of Christ, and they pass by the message of
His grace as something that does not concern
them.”

We should pray that we not fall after the
manner of those who are always ready to find
fault and to criticize, but that we give un-
divided attention, laying aside all prejudice
and preconceived ideas, be they private or
Denominational; that we open our hearts to truth,
not because it is popular, but because the Bible
teaches it, realizing that anything short of this
is sure to lead us where it led the ancient Jews.
2.

'0¢
JO 3no peaJgayied usaq oA®BY IIBYS SJUTEBS 9yl II®
usym £Io 031 9SBOO T[TM 8OTOA 8yl 3BYL ‘3T

‘2% "OIN , WOIBSNJISL WOIJ
pJIOT 8yl IO pIOM Bl pPU®B ‘UOTZ JO Y3zIoJ o3 TIByS
MBT 9y3} JoJ :syjed STH UT MIBM IIIM om pue ‘sfem
SIE JO Sn yoes] [IIM OH PUB {qodBL JO pPODH OYj3
JO 8snoy 8yj 03 puUB ‘PIOT SY3 JO uUIBjIUNOW BY3
03} dn 03 sn 381 pu®r ‘Bwo), :LABS IIIM SUOIJBRU
Luew ‘1TBO STY3 03 9dsuodssaa UT 3BYL IT

‘$:QT 'A9Y ,, Soen8rid a8y JO 30U SATISI8JI oK
3BY3 PUB ‘Suls asy jo saayejaed jou aq oL 3BY]
‘o1doad AR ‘asy Jo 3no awo), ‘SOTIO 9OTOA ISBYJO
jey3 se (1:8T 'ad9Y) £LJ018 STY Yjltm yjaes syl
Su93y3IT 3BY3 T198u® ©yjl} jo LI) pnoT ayjz ansus
IIIM Sjusas Jo sdusnbes sIyjl yjmm 3eyl OT

"TT ‘G:09 'BSI , S8IT3u8D 8ayj
JO $80J0J ©8yj3 d8AT80d8d, ©8Isyjl pue ‘(T:HT 'AdY)
uoTlz ‘IW UO WIH Y3Tm PuUBIS TIBYS (¥:$T "AdY)
,U3e08 OH JI0AS0SJIBYJTIYM, QqUBT SYjl MOIIOF oym
8soyl ‘000‘¥¥T oyl urlegaym ‘(L€ "¥8zZI § OIN
‘p-T1:g '®SI ‘¥¥:g ‘ur(Q) wop3uly ayjz jo dn 3urljlses
9yj UT 93BWIJIN [IBYS Sjusad 9S8yl 3BYL ‘6

(2:29 "BSI) aweu T1eYS PIOT
9Uj IO yjznou o9Yjl UYOTUM SWBU MU B 9AT898Ja £Lpoq
® se pue ‘(8Z:gE ‘USD) qoOdeL ‘I9YRI JITOYJ PTIP
S® pa3urBYD SaweU JIT9Y3l 9ABY 03 000 '¥FT 92Ul asneo
IIBYS 3usas T1ryoods 3uro8sao0l ayjz 3eyl ‘8

"(GZ ‘TZ:LE '8Z:9¢€
d9zd) sasyjzey JIIay3l jo puel 8yj} o3 (¥g ‘1:3¢
‘usen) swoy Lem x19yj) uo sdorsasp LA11BOI30T ‘qoOORL
Jo suos ay3 ‘000‘PFT @yl JI0F (L:0€ 'JIdr) dIqnoIl
S,qooBf JO owWTl3} oyjl ‘Arjusnbasqns 3BYL ‘L

'LT-GT:€T a9y , 93BUT dY3,,

all nations. Then shall “the days come, saith
the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the
land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for
water, but of hearing the words of the Lord:
and they shall wander from sea to sea, and from
the north even to the east, they shall run to
and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall
not find it.” Amos 8:11, 12.

13. That then will follow the dissolution
of the world-wide organization of the image of
the beast (Rev. 19:1-3), the close of the in-
vestigative judgment of the living (Rev. 15:5-8),
the end of probationary time (Rev. 22:11), and
the pouring out of the seven last plagues upon
the wicked. (Rev. 16).

14. That under the seventh plague, the hosts
arrayed for the battle of Armageddon will fight
with, and will be decimated by, the armies of
Heaven (Testimonies, Vol. 6, p. 406), and that
Christ shall appear in all His glory, destroy the
remaining wicked, resurrect the righteous dead
(1 Thess. 4:15-16), and usher in the millennium
(Rev. 20:5).

15. That for a 1little season (Rev. 20:3),
a hundred years (Isa. 65:20), after the mil-
lennium, the wicked shall live again and then
finally be destroyed by fire (Rev. 20:9),
whereupon all things shall be renewed, and
God’s original plan shall proceed to perfect
fulfilment in an uninterrupted eternity of
heavenly joy (Rev. 21:4).

Vol. 2, No. 10 31.
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compass the camp of the saints, when fire will
come down from God out of Heaven and devour
them. In the conflagration which destroys
Satan and his host, the earth itself will be re-
generated and cleansed from the effects of the
curse. Thus the universe of God will be pur-
ified from the foul blot of sin. Rev. 20;
Zech. 14:1-4; 2 Peter 3:7-10.

“22. That God will make all things new. The
earth, restored to its pristine beauty, will
become forever the abode of the saints of the
Lord. The promise to Abraham, that through
Christ he and his seed should possess the earth
throughout the endless ages of eternity, will be
fulfilled. ‘The kingdom and dominion, and the
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven,
shall be given to the people of the saints of the
Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey
Him.” Dan. 7:27. Christ, the Lord, will reign
supreme and every creature whichis in heaven and
on the earth and under the earth, and such as are
in the sea will ascribe ‘blessing, and honor, and
glory, and power,” unto ‘Him that sitteth upon
the throne and unto the Lamb forever and ever.’
Gen. 13:14-17; Rom. 4:13; Heb. 11:6-16; Matt. 5:
5; Isaiah 35; Rev. 21:1-7; 5:13; Dan. 7:27.”-
—Year Book of the Seventh-day Adventist Denomi-
nation, 1947 Edition, pp. 4-6.

IN ADDITION to these fundamental tenets of
faith held in common with the Seventh-day Adven-
tists, the Davidian Association holds:

1. That the prophetic gift in the Seventh-
day Adventist church (through the medium of
which the church was brought forth in 1844 and
nurtured and preserved for seven decades) ceased
28.
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and every high thing that exalteth itself against
the knowledge of God,’ are cast down; every
thought 1is brought into captivity ‘to the
obedience of Christ.” Then humility and self-
sacrificing love, so little valued among men, are
exalted as alone of worth. This is the work of
the gospel, of which John’'s message was a part.”
—The Desire of Ages, p. 135.

Verse 5—And the glory of the Lord shall be re-
vealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

Here we are told that when this “revival and
reformation” takes place, the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it to-
gether. Let us therefore realize that if we do
these things we all would be the forerunners of
these glorious promises, and the servants of God
for this time.

Verses 6-8—The voice said, Cry. And he said,
What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all
the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the
field: the grass withereth, the flower fadeth:
because the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it:
surely the people is grass. The grass withereth,
the flower fadeth: but the Word of our God shall
stand for ever.”

The message of the hour is to point out that
all men are mortal, no more enduring than the
grass; that even their virtues are no more last-
ing than the flowers of the field; but that the
Word of God is everlasting; that those who de-
sire to obtain eternal life, to become as eternal
as the Word Itself, should not put confidence in
any man, but in the Word of God only; that they
should inquire for themselves, “Is it Truth?”

Vol. 2, No. 9 5.
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and not, “From whom does it come?”

Verse 9—0 Zion, that bringest good tidings, get
thee up into the high mountain: O Jerusalem,
that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice
with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say
unto the cities of Judah, behold your God!

Those who shall finally stand on Mount Sion,
and who are now preparing the way of the Lord
by bringing these good tidings, are all counselled
to get on a high mountain, as it were, and to
1ift up their voices together without any fear
whatever, to proclaim to the cities of Judah (to
the churches everywhere) to prepare the way of
the Lord and to say, “Behold your God.”

Verse 10—Behold, the Lord God will come with
strong hand, and His arm shall rule for Him: be-
hold, His reward is with Him, and His work be-
fore Him.

The arm of the Lord that rules for Him must
be figurative of those through whom He works
(Isa. 51:9), of those who are to stand with Him
on Mt. Sion (Rev. 14:1),—the Church spotless and
without guile. “For the children of Israel shall
abide many days without a king, and without a
prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an
image, and without an ephod, and without tera-
phim: afterward shall the children of Israel re-
turn, and seek the Lord their God, and David
their king; and shall fear the Lord and His good-
ness in the latter days.” Hos. 3:4, 5.

The messengers of the hour are to declare,
too, that the Lord’s reward (life forevermore) is
with Him, but that His work is still before Him,
yet to be finished.
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Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4. That these gifts
operate in harmony with the divine principles of
the Bible, and are given for the perfecting of
the saints, the work of the ministry, the
edifying of the body of Christ. Rev. 12:17;
19:10; 1 Cor. 1:5-7.

“20. That the second coming of Christ is the
great hope of the church, the grand climax of
the gospel and plan of salvation. His coming
will be 1literal, personal, and visible. Many
important events will be associated with His
return, such as the resurrection of the dead,
the destruction of the wicked, the purification
of the earth, the reward of the righteous, the
establishment of His everlasting kingdom. The
almost complete fulfillment of various lines of
prophecy, particularly those found in the books
of Daniel and the Revelation, with existing
conditions in the physical, social, industrial,
political, and religious worlds, indicates that
Christ’s coming ‘is near, even at the doors.’
Matt. 24:33. The exact time of that event has not
been foretold. Believers are exhorted to be
ready, for ‘in such an hour as ye think not the
Son of man’ (Matt. 24:44) will be revealed.
Luke 21:25-27; 17:26-30; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:9-
11; Rev. 1:7; Heb. 9:28; James 5:1-8; Joel 3:9-
16; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; Dan. 7:27; Matt. 24:36, 4.

“21. That the millennial reign of Christ
covers the period between the first and the
second resurrections, during which time the
saints of all ages will live with their blessed
Redeemer in Heaven. At the end of the millen-
nium, the Holy City with all the saints will
descend to the earth. The wicked, raised in
the second resurrection, will go up on the
breadth of the earth with Satan at their head to
Vol. 2, No. 10 217.
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this wonderful transformation belong wholly
to Christ. 1 John 2:1, 2; 3:4; Rom. 3:20;
5:8-10; 7:7; Eph. 2:8-10; 3:17; Gal. 2:20; Heb.
8:8-12.

“9. That God ‘only hath immortality.” 1 Tim.
6:16. Mortal man possesses a nature inherently
sinful and dying. Eternal life is the gift of
God through faith in Christ. Rom. 6:23. ‘He
that hath the Son hath 1life.” 1 John 5:12.
Immortality is bestowed upon the righteous at
the second coming of Christ, when the righteous
dead are raised from the grave and the living
righteous are translated to meet the Lord. Then it
is that those accounted faithful ‘put on immor-
tality.” 1 Cor. 15:51-55.

“10. That the condition of man in death is
one of unconsciousness. That all men, good and
evil alike, remain in the grave from death to
the resurrection. Ececl. 9:5, 6; Ps. 146:3,
4; John 5:28, 29.

“11. That there shall be a resurrection both
of the just and of the unjust. The resurrection
of the just will take place at the second coming
of Christ; the resurrection of the unjust will
take place a thousand years later, at the close
of the millennium. John 5:28, 29; 1 Thess. 4:
13-18; Rev. 20:5-10.

“12. That the finally impenitent, including
Satan, the author of sin, will, by the fires of
the last day, be reduced to a state of non-exist-
ence, becoming as though they had not been, thus
purging God’s universe of sin and sinners.
Rom. 6:23; Mal. 4:1-3; Rev. 20:9, 10; Obadiah 16.

“13. That no prophetic period [meaning
24.
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Verses 21-26—Have ye not known? have ye not
heard? hath it not been told you from the begin-
ning? have ye not understood from the founda-
tions of the earth? It is He that sitteth upon
the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants
thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out
the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out
as a tent to dwell in: that bringeth the princes
to nothing; He maketh the judges of the earth
as vanity. Yea, they shall not be planted; yea,
they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall
not take root in the earth: and He shall also
blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the
whirlwind shall take them away as stubble. To
whom then will ye liken Me, or shall I be equal?
saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high,
and behold Who hath created these things, that
bringeth out their host by number: he calleth
them all by names by the greatness of His might,
for that He is strong in power; not one fail-
eth.”

Since God is greater than human imagination
can fathom, why do men depend so 1little upon
Him,—and so much upon their own words? True,
we may not actually bow down to an image, but we
may do other things that are equally idolatrous.
Indeed, if such were not the case these exhorta-
tions would not have come to us through this
timely-revealed prophecy.

Verses 27-31-Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and
speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the Lord,
and my judgment is passed over from my God?
Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that
the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of
the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is
weary? there is no searching of His understand-
ing. He giveth power to the faint; and to them
Vol. 2, No. 9 9.
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that have no might He increaseth strength. Even
the youths shall faint and be weary, and the
young men shall utterly fall: but they that wait
upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall
run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and
not faint.

Is it not surprising that the Church, having
come down through the ages this far, must now
be taught the very first fundamentals of her
faith?

Isa. 41:1, 2—Keep silence before Me, O islands;
and let the people renew their strength: let
them come near; then let them speak: let us come
near together to judgment; Who raised up the
righteous man from the east, called him to his
foot, gave the nations before him, and made him
rule over kings? He gave them as the dust to his
sword, and as driven stubble to his bow.

To renew their strength is to put away sin,
and to come near to God, is to learn of Him.
Having done this they are then to invite others
to come to judgment. The nations will keep
silence until that time, and then will they say,
“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and
He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk
in His paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” Micah
4:2.

OQur work is therefore to prepare the way of
the Lord for the gathering of the people.

Verses 3-5—He pursued them, and passed safely;
even by the way that He had not gone with His

10.
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commandments; that these are great moral,
unchangeable precepts, binding upon all men,
in every age. Ex. 20:1-17.

“7. That the fourth commandment of this
unchangeable law requires the observance of the
seventh day Sabbath. This holy institution is
at the same time a memorial of creation and a
sign of sanctification, a sign of the believer’s
rest from his own works of sin, and his entrance
into the rest of soul which Jesus promises to
those who come to Him. Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11;
31:12-17; Heb. 4:1-10.

“8. That the law of ten commandments points
out sin, the penalty of which is death. The
law cannot save the transgressor from his sin,
nor impart power to keep him from sinning. In
infinite love and mercy, God provides a way
whereby this may be done. He furnishes a substi-
tute, even Christ the Righteous One, to die in
man’s stead, making ‘Him to be sin for us, who
knew no sin; that we might be made the right-
eousness of God in Him.” 2 Cor. 5:21. That one
is justified, not by obedience to the law, but
by the grace that is in Christ Jesus. By
accepting Christ, man is reconciled to God,
justified by His blood for the sins of the past,
and saved from the power of sin by his indwelling
life. Thus the gospel becomes ‘the power of
God unto salvation to every one that believeth.’
Rom. 1:16. This experience is wrought by the
divine agency of the Holy Spirit, who convinces
of sin and leads to the Sin-Bearer, inducting
the believer into the new covenant relationship,
where the law of God is written on his heart,
and through the enabling power of the indwelling
Christ, his 1life is brought into conformity to
the divine precepts. The honor and merit of

Vol. 2, No. 10 23.
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taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be
delivered: for I will contend with him that con-
tendeth with thee, and I will save thy children.”
Isaiah 49:23-25.

It is plain to see that those who cast out
truth-believing brethren from their midst, are
doing it by the command of the Evil One, for
those who are mindful of the Lord’'s command, do
not cast out even the “tares.” They know that the
church’s cleansing work belongs to the angels only.

“1 then saw the third angel. Said my accom-
panying angel, ‘Fearful is his work. Awful is
his mission. He is the angel that is to select
the wheat from the tares, and seal, or bind, the
wheat for the heavenly garner. These things
should engross the whole mind, the whole atten-
tion.” "—Early Writings, p. 118.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a
net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of
every kind: which, when it was full, they drew to
shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into
vessels, but cast the bad away. So shall it be at
the end of the world: the angels shall come
forth, and sever the wicked from among the just,
and shall cast them into the furnace of fire:
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.”
Matt. 13:47-50.

So be we right or be we wrong, we know that
the works of the brethren are not in harmony with
the Lord.

The pioneers of the Christian faith gave their
lives for the Truth’s sake, why should not we?

Now to judge whether we are Seventh-day Advent-
ists or not, let me set before you our fundamental
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. will throughly purge His floor, and gather
His wheat into the garner; but He will burn up
the chaff with unquenchable fire.” Matt. 3:12.
For this cause we are called, and for this great
and grand work we are to prepare the way.

Verses 16, 17—Thou shalt fan them, and the wind
shall carry them away, and the whirlwind shall
scatter them: and thou shalt rejoice in the Lord,
and shalt glory in the Holy One of Israel. When
the poor and needy seek water, and there is none,
and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord
will hear them, I the God of Israel will not for-
sake them.

Yes, the chaff shall be blown out and the
whirlwind shall carry it away to be burned with
consuming fire. But God’s people shall rejoice
in the Lord, and their poor will He comfort.

Verse 18—I will open rivers in high places, and
fountains in the midst of the valleys: I will
make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry
land springs of water.

The latter rain, we here see, is to be plen-
tiful. It will make rivers, springs, and pools
where not expected. All this is a forecast of a
great harvest, even from the desert places—from
the heathen 1lands. “After this 1 beheld, and,
lo, a great multitude, which no man could number,
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues, stood before the throne, and before the
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in
their hands.” Rev. 7:9.

Verse 19—I will plant in the wilderness the ce-
dar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the
oil tree; I will set in the desert the fir tree,
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and the pine, and the box tree together.

God will beautify the lands of the Gentiles
with people having Christian characters and gra-
ces as beautiful as the myrtle, the oil, the fir,
the pine, and the box trees together. There is
nothing in the world today to give men hope and
peace of mind but these promises of God.

Verses 20-24—That they may see, and know, and
consider, and understand together, that the hand
of the Lord hath done this, and the Holy One of
Israel hath created it. Produce your cause,
saith the Lord; bring forth your strong reasons,
saith the King of Jacob. Let them bring them
forth, and shew us what shall happen: let them
shew the former things, what they be, that we
may consider them, and know the latter end of
them; or declare us things for to come. Shew
the things that are to come hereafter, that we
may know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do
evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it to-
gether. Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work
of nought: an abomination is he that chooseth
you.

Here is a challenge to all our adversaries.

Let them tell you what shall happen hereafter if
they can, or let them tell the past if they will,
God challenges them. Thus they may now know that
they are as nothing, and those who choose to fol-
low them, even they shall be an abomination to
Him.
Verse 25—I have raised up one from the north,
and he shall come: from the rising of the sun
shall he call upon My name: and he shall come
upon princes as upon morter, and as the potter
treadeth clay.
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that there was no judgment.” Isa. 59:15.

The truth of the matter, however, is that the
so-called offshoots are but upshoots. And let us
ever remember that as a tree dies when it fails
to make an upshoot each season, so does a church
when she fails to keep up with Heaven’s advancing
Truth. Even the world knows that the upshoots
have ever kept the church alive and free, and
that upshoots ever will. We therefore feel
greatly honored to be upshoots rather than dor-
mant buds.

Yes, it is a great honor to be persecuted,
scoffed at, and abused for Christ’s sake and His
Truth. So Jesus declares: “Blessed are ye, when
men shall hate you, and when they shall separate
you from their company, and shall reproach you,
and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of
man’s sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for
joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven:
for in the like manner did their fathers unto the
prophets.” Luke 6:22, 23.

“Hear the Word of the Lord, ye that tremble at
His Word; Your brethren that hated you, that cast
you out for My name’s sake, said, Let the Lord
be glorified: but He shall appear to your joy,
and they shall be ashamed.” Isaiah 66:5.

“And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and
their queens thy nursing mothers: they shall bow
down to thee with their face toward the earth, and
lick up the dust of thy feet; and thou shalt
know that I am the Lord: for they shall not be
ashamed that wait for Me.

“Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or
the lawful captive delivered? But thus saith the
Lord, Even the captives of the mighty shall be
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