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of seven days, in the day that Jehovah bindeth up the hurt
of His people, and healeth the stroke of their wound.” No,
the sun will not be nearer; it will simply shine undimmed,
that is all. Scientists tell us that our poor, sin-marred, human
eye can appreciate only two per cent of the light of the
sun; ninety-eight per cent is invisible to us. God, in mercy,
dims the glory of His creation in order that sinful man may
be spared its overpowering glory. In that day when God
binds up the breach of His people, God’s sun shall shine
forth in undimmed splendor, and, by that light which im-
mortal eyes will be fitted to bear, we shall see new beauties
in God’s creation that we never could see before.

+

238. Child and Sinner of a Hundred Years, Isa. 65: 20

Will you please explain Isa. 65:20: “For the
child shall die an hundred years old; but the sin-
nersetéeing an hundred years old shall be ac-
cursed”? ’

The text and the context clearly refer to the end of
sin and the entering upon the eternal inheritance. Let us
consider what is elsewhere revealed of some of the events
of the great day of God.

1. The grcat day of God’s wrath begins with the close
of probation and the pouring out of the seven last plagues.

2. Under the pouring out of the seventh plague Christ
comes, and all the living wicked that are left perish in the
presence of His awful glory. See Revelation 14 to 19.

3. During one thousand years — the “many days” of Isa.
24: 22 — the earth is left desolate; the wicked are dead, and
the saints are in heaven with Christ.

4. At the close of the one thousand years, the “many
days,” the wicked are raised from the dead, and vindicate
God’s infinite justice by yielding themselves once more to
the deceptions of Satan. He organizes them again into armies,
and attempts to take the city of God. Rev. 20:5-8; Isa.
54:15, 17. This is a “little season,” as compared with the
thousands of years of his existence, and will be about one
hundred years in length.
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5. There will be among these wicked ones the young who
have just passed the age of accountability, and have rejected
God. There will also be the hardened sinner; and for that
period of- time they will, by yielding to Satan’s control, de-
monstrate that God has justly rejected them. For aught we
know they may still beget and rear children.

Now in the light of these facts read Isa. 65: 17-21. Verses
17-19 present before us the glorious new earth and its capi-
tal city, in which sorrow and crying -will never enter. See
also Rev. 21:1+4. :

The next verse gives the reason,— for before that, all the
former conditions will have passed away, the premature old
man, the abnormally old infant; for at the close of that little
season the child of wickedness will die a hundred years old,
and the sinner being a hundred years old shall be accursed.
And when God’s glory appears above that city, they shall
all perish in His presence, Rev. 20:9. The age of each
is expressed by that period, their resurrection life; their
experience in sin by the terms “child” and “sinner.”

We do not gather from the scripture that every re-
sponsibly wicked child shall live to be just one hundred years
old; nor do we believe that the reference is to antediluvian
children, some of whom were reputable fathers at sixty-five
(Gen. 5:15, 21) ; but the one hundred years covers that won-
derful period in which God’s plan will receive final vindica-
tion in justice from all the universe, and every false theory
shall be determined at its true worth of utter emptiness and
falsity, Man’s presumptuous claim to inherent immortality,
to deityship enthroned, to “divine immanence,” to Christ
within, whatever the character, will be laid bare, and Christ’s
words, “No man can come to Me, except the Father which
sent Me draw him,” and, “Without Me ye can do nothing,”
are proved forever true.

His Word declares that by nature men are “alienated from
the life of God,” “having no hope,” and “without God in the
world;” that the only hope in the world is by living faith
to grasp God’s promises, God's life, and God’s regenera-
tion. Those who do this, will be saved. Those who do not
do this, shall remain condemned; and God will, in the period
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which follows the thousand years, demonstrate the truth
of His Word to all the universe in the negative as well as in
the positive. In the negative He will show that the great
mass of the wicked will in and of themselves have no desire
whatever to worship Him or do His will. Right in the sight
of the glorious city of God, in the face of the fact that they
live only by His power, they are deceived by the enemy
still to fight against God. Having utterly rejected the law,
the Gospel, and the Spirit of God, they have no power to
repent, no desire to return, no love for righteousness; they
have placed themselves utterly outside of the plan of God.
Their hearts are wholly carnal. Satan deceives them. He
marshals them into armies,—a long and tedious task., He
plans the mightest campaign earth ever knew. He forges,
through earth’s mightiest artisans, the weapons of hell. But
not a soul, whether of morally responsible youth or mature
age, during that period turns to God; and at the close comes
the total destruction of sin and all demonstrably identified
with it. God will demonstrate His truth in a positive way
in the fulfilment of all the blessed promises that He has given
to the redeemed. The wicked are forever cut off. Beyond
lic the glorious new heavens and earth, which the righteous
shall inherit; and from henceforth “there shall be no more

cursé.”
p&s

239. Taking an Oath, James 5: 12

Is it right to be sworn? See James 5:12 or
Matt. 5:34.

These scriptures forbid extrajudicial oaths. There are
many people who seem to think their word will not be be-
lieved unless they connect with it some oath, such as “I
hope to die;” or they swear by the earth, or by their head,
or by some saint or prophet. All these things the Lord tells
us are wrong. All extrajudicial oaths are out of place; but
when authorities require us to take oath, it is proper for
us so to do. Even so Jesus was sworn-at the time of His
trial. See Matt. 26:63. “I adjure Thee by the living God,”
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