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In the Interest of the S.D.A, Denomination
September 15, 1934

News From Carolina
Says the writer, under date of August 6@

"About two weeks ago there was enacted a scene in the Charles-
ton Church which is & direct fulfillment of Hosea 1 and 2. At that
particular time ten of the best members of the little church were dis-
fellowghippred without the privilege of a word in their own deienss ul=
til after the vote was taken, Those who were being turned out were
quiet and calm, and some of them seemed to be under the direct inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit, for they read, after the vote was taken, some
very striking things from the Bible and the Testimonies when they had
the opportunity.

"One mother in Israel who is a firm believer in the "reforma-
tory movement" that is taught in the SRod, but who was not included in
the list of those disfellowshipped arose and pleaded with the pastor and
the members to study the Rod for themselves, She further stated %o
them that they were taking upon themselves a responsibility without
knowing what they were doing. In response to her plea the pastor stat-
ed that he did not have anything against those being disfellowshipped
and that he had not spoken against the SRod, but that he received his
orders from higher authority, to which this dear sister replied, 'There
is no higher authority than God, Elder.’ This mother im Israel ex-
plained that the S.D.As church was cradled in her home and referring to
those who were disfellowshipped said, 'These children are my children.’
It was a pathetic plea.

If the curtain could have been 1lifted I believe we would have
seen an angel writing over the door of that little church, 'Ichabod,'’
for I believe the Lord left the place desolate after such un=-Christlike
proceedings which took place that night,

These were disfellowshipped not because they were commandment
breakers, but because they were following the light that God is so gra-
clously sending to them at this time, which makes them better S.D.A's
than they have ever been. '

Notwithstanding the persecution, we have new interests who ap-
pear very progpective showing that those who are trying to cry down the
SRod are but bringing it to the front in fulfillment of the words, 'Sure-
ly the wrath of man shall praise Thee: the remainder of wrath shalt
thou restraine'" (Ps.763:10,)

News From Wyoming

A letter from that state says that a Conference Committee appeared
one night at the Sheridan Church and disfellowshipped all SRod believ-
€rs. The Conference presdident acted as the chairman, and as he admit-
ted, that evening, of not knowing the name of the author of the SRod, it
Proves that without personal investigation he condemned the message and
those who believed in it,. And though having no personal knowledge of
what they believe, he gave none a voice in defense of themselves. The
customary procedure and opposition was the order of the meeting,

Sre. Hendricks: understands that they are going to re-organize the
church and endeavor to prevent any of the SRod believers from attending
the services. It is hard to believe that the S.DeA, church, which has
from its very infancy advocated religious liberty, would engage in per-
secuting its own members for no other reason than for studying the Bible
through the eyes of the Spirit of Prophecy. It was just such a policy
which the papacy employed when they forbade their people to study the
Bible for themselves,

We are sorry that our brethren have allowed themselves to be con-
trolled and lead by the spirit of the papal tyrant of the dark ages.
Thus our hearts are saddened for those who think they are doing God ser-
vice by crowning themselves as "correctors" of "heretics," and not for
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those who are being persccuted, for to them the promisc is: "Bleswed
are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from
their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as cvil,
for the Son of man's sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joys
for, behold, your reward is great in heavens for in the like manner di

their fathers unto the prophets." (Lu.6:22,23.)

Twe of the Sheridan sisters composcd a letter and sent & copy cf it
to every. member of.the churche.

This seems to be real activity, and let us pray to God that by the
faithtul efforts of these sisters, many will awake to search the Scrip-
tures for themselves before the "door" is "closcde"

Of Interest From Colorado

Dr., W.S,Butterbaugh, in defense of his church membership, has ‘
written a long letter to the Colorado Conference president under date of
Auge2l from which we quote the followings

"You, as advisor, had ro authority to disfecllowship MeseesFOr SAYS
the Spirit of Prophecv,'A system of human invention, with its multitudi-
nous exactness will lcad its advociaitcs to judge all who come short of
the prescribed human standard...-Do not set yourselves up as a standard.
Do not meke your opinions, your views of duty, your interpretation of
Seripture a criterion for others, ‘and in your hcart condemn the :
do not come up to your idealews.In condemmning others, they ar
sentence upon themselves, and God declares this sentence is
177-179,)

"wesThus it is a self=evident fact that your dealing out an ex~-coi-
muniication to me was bascd @holly upon 'your interpretation of Scripture
&8 a criterion for others' dn contradiction to mine; ard it is perfecu-
%y na@ural that the Taityy,” with but a limited study of the question, arc

leaning upon the arm of flesh' (T.iM.106) raother than a personal inves-
tigation combined with a knowledge acquired by study and obedience to
the truth."

From a Worker in Indiana

Brokbher el under date of Sept.2 explains his numerous ex-
periences in his travels through the middle west in the interest of the
SRod which, for lack of space, we cannot enumcrate herein, and has becn
able to interest a number of families of which several of them have al-
ready fully taken their stand on the side of present truth. Besides
his public and private studies he hae scattered much of our frec litera-
tUure, Our prayers in behalf of his efforts are that God's word shall
not return void unto Him.

The Message in Idaho

Dr, and Sr, Roller, laboring in Couer d'Alene and Spokane, write
that interest is on the increase there, and that they "are studying with
a number," If any readers of the "Symbolic Code" have Adventist ac-
gquaintances or relatives in these localitiesy, we request that you put
Broes Roller in touch with them by a letter of introduction. This will
greatly assist Bros. Roller in his labors, and he will be very grateful
for all such help received,

Joyful Expressions From Converts to the Spirit of Prophecy
Through *The Phepherd™s RoaW
Dear Brethren:

I have read both volumes of the SRod and the tracts a number
of times with great interest. The result is that my belief in the
Spirit of Prophecy is fully cstablicshed,

I want to know and do the truth, and it mekes me happy to have
learned the beautiful truths set before me as I went over the studies of
the SRod together with the Spirit of Prophecy.

My prayer is, while endeavering to bring the message to our
brethren in the church and loved ones, that they will soon come to the
knowledge of this saving truth.

: (signed) Mrs. C. Riehl
Dear Brethrent

I can truthfully say that the SPod teachings wrought such an
sffectual work in my heart that I wes lcad to purchuse the Spirit of
Prophecy books. I made them & study night anda day. My Christian life
le transformed into a new experience for which I can't even think of ex-
changing at any cost,.

(signed) Mrs. Elizabeth Anderson
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Artoxerxes' Decree

The question as to which decrcc of the lledo-Persian kings is to be
aceredited for the commencement of the 2300 days of Dan.8:l4 is herein
answered:

The Great Controversy, poege 528, gives 407 B.C, as the date of Are
taxerxes' issuing the decrec, From this, also poage 326 with Ezra 9:9,
is by some understoocd Lo be the decrec which was to build the temple at
Jerusalem, But a more careful reading of the above mentioned pages
and the Bible will reveal the fact that the first three decrees which
completed the building of the temple (Ezra 6:14,15), prepared the way
for the proclamation to revuild the city and the walls is the event
which must establish the date of the beginning of the 2300 prophetic
years of Dan.8:14, for the fact that the angel said to Daniel, "Know
therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment
to restore and to build Teru salcl..s,The st@Bects SHAlY be built again
and the wall, even in troublous times" (Dan.9:25), and not from the com-
mendment to build the temple.

Moreover, Artaxcrzes' decree. participating in the building of the
temple (Ezra 63 14), is not the same, for the temple building was fin-
ished in the reign of Derius (Ezre 7:15),"and Ezra states that "after
these things" (Ezra 7:1); that is, after thc finishing of the temple,
the king proclaimed: "I, even I Artaxcrxes the king, do make a decree
to all the treasurers which are beyond the river, that whatsoever Ezra
the priest, the scrive of the law of the God of heaven, shall require
of you, it be done speedily." (Bzza 7:21.)

Therefore, the decrge in 497 B.C., in the seventh year of the reign
of Artaxerxes the king. whieh was not issued for the building of the
temple, but rather for the city and the wall, also to beautify the housc
of God which had been finished scme ycars before the above decree, and
before the expeditions of Ezra and Nehemian, who executed the king's
commandment, is the date of the beginning of the 2300 days of Dan.8:14.
See diagrom in tract 74, page 203 also "The Symbolic Code"™ of Augusts

1934 issue, page D Cﬁe\LQ\n»?F,J i

Christ in the Sanctuary Above and Also in the Church upon Earth

In reference to the question as tc how can the work of Christ in
the heavenly sanctuary and the chariot of Ezekiel's vision, according
to our truact #1, be harmonized; that is, how can Christ be in the heav-
enly sanctuary and at the same time be udpon the earth also is answered
as follows:

It is understcod that Christ's work will continue in the heavenly .

anctuary up to the close of probation, But Inspiration also declares
that He will be in the midst of His people - in %the church on earth -
during the time of the Loud Cry of the Third Angel‘s Messagey for, saith
the Lord, "I will dwell in the midst cof thge," "and many nations shall
be joined to the Lord in that day."(Zecch,.2:11.) "Cry out and shout,
thﬂu irzhabitant of Zions for great 1s the Holy One of Israel in the
midst of thees" (Isael2:6.)

The Spirit of Prophecy describeg in the following quotation the
time of His coming to dwell in the midst of His peoples

"They will question and criticise the work and position of others,
criticise every branch of the work in which they have not themselves a
part., They will feed upon the errors and mistakes and faults of others,
'until,' said the angel, 'the Lord Jesus shall rise up from His media-
torial work in the heavenly sanctuary, and shall clothe Himself with the
garments of vengeance, and surprise them at thelr unholy feast; and they
will find themselves unprepared for the marriage supper of the Lamb,'"-
"Testimonies for the Church,"Sp.690.

Volume 5, page 80, shows that He takes charge of the flock at the
time of the purification of the church, and "Testimonies to Ministers,"
1,200 states: "God will use ways and means by which it will be seenm

that He is taking the reins in His own hands. The workers will be sur-
prised by the simple means that He will use to bring about and perfecdt
Eis work of righteousness." Therefore, whether we can with our mortal

minds fully comprehend God's ways or not, His Word is true, which in the
above shows that though He will carry on Iis mediatorial work in the
heavenly sanctuary up to the close of probation, He will also be, during
the time of the Loud Crys uron earth in the midst of His people = the
church.

In the following, we shalli try t¢ give a meeger illustration of
how it can be possible with Him. Let us remember thet He is omnipres-
ent as described by the prophet, saying, "Thus saith the Lord, The heavs~
en is My throne, and the earth is My footstcol." (Isa.663l,)
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If it was possible for Him to be in the first apartment'of the =
heavenly sanctuary after His resurrection, and at the sgme time be upon
the throne of God away from the sanctuary (Rev.22:1;'E.w.55; see tract
#3, pp.21-23), then why would it be impossible for Hlm_to.be 1n'the heav
enly sanctuary as well as upon the earth, seeing that He 1is omplpresent?
We mortal beings are sometimes apt to draw very narrow conclus1ops re=
garding God and His work, and limit His mysteries by comparing Him to
our mortal beings.

If an angel can make the trip from heaven to earth in less than
fifteen minutes (Dan.9:23), then is it not reasonable that Christ also
can do likewise? His answer to¢ lary, after His resurrection, "touch lie
notjfor I am  not yet ascended to liy Fathers but go to Iy brethren,
and say unto them, I ascend unto My Father, and your Father; and to Iy
God, and your God. Then the same day at evening, being the first day cf
the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled
for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto
them, Peace be unto you (John 20:17, 19 ), proves the fact that Christ
went to heaven and returned on the same day. Hence, if it 1s possible
for our General Conference president to attend his business in Washing-
ton,D.C., and at the same time make a trip to some distant country,
which will take him months to accomplish, is it not much more possible
for Christ to attend both places while He can travel back and forth by
an incomprehensibly greater speed than lightning?

This fact is again attested by the words of Ezekiel, saying, "The
cherubims lifted up their wings, and moved up from the earth in my
sight." (Ezek.10:19.) And afterwards in chapter 11, verse 24 shows
that they again returned. ILet no one guppose that Christ is like a
Prisoner in the sanctuary and that He must stay there, but let us rather
remember that His work only is there and at His will He can come and go
more conveniently than a business man can attend his business in his of~
fice and at the same time live at home, :

Christ has further illustrated this incident in the parable of lark
l§:54: "For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who lcft
His house, and gave authority to His servants, and to every man his work,
and commanded the porter to watch." "After a long time [from His ascen-
sion to the purification of the church] the Lord of those servants com=
eth, and reckoneth with them." (Matt.25:19.) Consequently, the period
of His absence ends at the purification of the church at which time He
reckons with His servants and, Himself, taketh charge of His flock.

Peter and the "Keys"
Please Explain Matt.l1l6:15~-19,

"He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Siwmon Peter
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And
Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjonas: for
flegh end blcod hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is
ln neaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this
rock I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail a-
gainst it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven:
and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and
Ygaisoeve§ thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." (latt.

:15-19,

Let us first note the reason why Jesus said to Peter instead of to
some one clse of the disciples, "I will give unto thee the keys of the
kingdom of heaven." Peter was the only one that gave the right answer
to Christ's question, and Christ declared that "flesh and blood" could
not have revealed the truth to Peter but the "Father" only.

When God reveals something to a man which he for himself cannot find,
the Bbile term for such revelation is, Inspiration. Hence, Jesgus pro=-
nounced that Peter was inspired, and the subject of Peter's revelation
was the central theme of man's salvation - Jesus. The essential truth
that had to be precclaimed in Peter's time was that Jesus Christ was the
Son of God. Consequently, Peter had a message directly from the Father
of which he was a debtor to every living soul under heaven, and by which
every man was to be judged either for salvation or condemnation.

Therefore, the "keys" which Christ gave to Peter is the commission
of the gospel, and as long as Peter was carrying this commission, he,and
those who joined to proclaim the message with him, had the keys of the
kingdom by which they could bind or loose on earth and be sanctioned in
neaven. Thus it is evident that a messagce from heaven, proclaimed by
God's chosen servants, is all-powerful, and by it man's destinaticn con-
cerning his salvation is decideds
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Plainly, then, we sce thct the church is not the key, neither can
o man, or set of men, have the power to lcose or bind with heaven's ap-
Proval, execept they do gc by = MSEELZe directly from Goc. Moreover, it
will be noticed thet "different periods in the history of the church
have each been marked by the devslopment of some special truth adapted
to the necessities c¢f au;'s people atb time .Y G.C, 609, lencey, our
attenticn is ealled Dack to the Deginai of time,

It is bec$uqa Noah, like Pesier, iind a messages "keys," for the ne-
ceasities of God's people in his time that was able to loose or bind,
and .n evidence of thisg, God i the floo4d, against which the gates of

& not able to prevall ewise, abraham had the "keys" and
thus Cod said to him: "I them that bldss thee, and curse nim
that curseth thees and in thee : all famili€s Q& the zarth be
blessed." (Gen.12:2.) Thus Sodon Gemorrah were "bhound" - judged.
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So it was alsc in the lus nove ] -
"keys® from God -~ and by it were Go 's sncient precplels freedom, captiv-
ity or destruction eubﬁaw*i settled, Thus "losecs said, Hbreby ve
shall know that the Lord Liath seut me td do &ll fubge mvrks; or 1 have
not done them of mine owq nﬁxf, If these men die the common death of

all men, or if they be visited ofder thdQmigltation of all mens then the
Lord hath not sent ne, But if £ Lord make a new thihg, and the earth
open her mouth, and swellow thém up, with 211 that appertain unto them,
and they go down quick into the pi@ then ye shall understand that thesec
men have provoked the Lord. wnd 1% came to pass, as he had made an end
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of speaking all these wordsd that the ground clave asunder that was un-
der them: And the sarth openéd htr mouth, and swallowed them up, and
their houses, and all théMmen\tlit.t appertained unto XKorah, and all their
goods " (Num.16:28-52,) '

Truz, the ceremonial qutpm was committed by Moses to God s ancient
teople, but later, when they refused tc accept God's message, which was
especially adapted to thec necescities of Ilis people in the closing of
the typical ceremomial system, Christ took the "keys" from the Jewish
leaders and gave themto the founders of the Christian church.

Notwithstanding the example which God made of the Jewish leaders,
the successors to the apostles, as the successors to lloses,; by adopting
worldly customs and rejecting luther's messoge, they lso Octrljvu their
sacred trusts Hence, the "kecvs cf the kingdom of heaven" were taken
away from the early Christicm church (Catlhiolic later) and committed to
the Lutheran, and thus down through the Reformation to the preaching by
Wm, Miller, When the Prctestant churches at that time rejected Miller's
messagey, theyy too, hﬂ‘ittlnb Iy yefuped To Be ﬂny longer the stewards of
the gacred keys. Thus Miller and his associates possessed them until’

God's next message in 1844, when the keys passe¢d from the Millerite move-
HMEert e the SDaA. deHOQLngt*un. Tt is obyvieus thern thet the S Dl de=

nomination was to have the "keys" during the pericd of the judcment of
the de”d, or for the time prior to the Loud Cry of the Third Augel’s
Messa - the judsgment of the livinh

Fcns equently, as they are now rejecting the message to the Laodi-
eans, which in comparison is as John the Baptist's message to the Jew-
3 church, they are repeating the history of that people. Hence, as
he Jewish leaders in the rejection of tlie Baptist's message unconscious-
ly lost the "keys;" just so, the 3.D.A. denomination in rejecting the
"counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans," which message is cone-
tained in "The Shepherd's Rod," are blindly giving the possession of the
“kcys" to the followers of the Rod. Thus, when the Romen Catholie, &al-=
s0 the Greek, and cthers, anathematized those who QlS&QILCd with them,
they only condemned themselves and were powerlesg to either loose or
bind anything on earth that henven recornized,
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Things to Remcmber
¥ ig snxiove Tor reel activitVa Therefore 1%
believer in present truth report to this de=-
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vartment as socon as cars of or has any work to be done - small or
i It is alsoc necessary that those who desire to obtain employment
shiould report. °t 1te the Itind of work ycu are best fitted for and the

amount of experience you have had along that particular line for it is
our degire to place the right person on the right jcb.
The foee distributiocon of our tracts iIs maac vossible by a free-will

<

ing “n*y. May we therefore sxtend the privilege to all who wish to
& part in the financial suprort in this free literature? We sug-

take an offering once a week from his class for
worthy enterpr and that those who are isolated lay aside, if pos-
ikble, something ever: =k though it be only a penny, and have it sent
w0 this office designating it to be used for that purpose,
Remember the appointed hour for prayer each Friday evening.
The Universal Pub., Assn., Box 68, Station K, Los Angeles, Calif,

that every 1le
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The question has been ask ]

Harvest Tract,p.20, with the o i tfhe Freat Controversy,ps328, con-
cerning the beginniug of the 2300 DAY PROT

putation according to thes disgyam In tlic tract gives the date as 456
B.C.y whereas The Creat Controver peE S dn 4s T Bl

The above questior is auswered as fcllows: First, we must notice
that the 2300 days of Dan.8:14 terminsted in 1844, Therefore, as
shown’ in our Harvest tract,p.22, ceounting back 2300 years from 1844
brings us to 456 B.C., which reckoning canuot be refuted. But the
question still remaians as to how to harmcnize this conclusion with The
Great Controversy.p.328 where it says. "the begimnning of the seventy
weeks is fixed beyond question at B.C.457." In clearing up these
things, if we believe that the writings of Sr,.White are inspired,which
I cannot question, then we are compelled to accept her version as to the
year, as well ag the computation in tne Harvegt Tiudy. Consequently,
if both statements are right, then there must be a way by which both
dates can be proven to be correct.

Second, you will note that the Harvest study deals in terms of
years only, while The Great Coatroversy, in terus of exact dates, viz,,
"The tenth day of the geventh menth, the great day of etonement, the
time of the cleansing of the sauetuary, which in the year 1844 fell up-
on the 22nd of October." G.C.490.

Third, the Biblical reckoning of the prcphetic years is not accord-
ing to the Gregorian calendar, M:f rather according to the Mosaic. (Ex.
12:23 13:4.) Hence, after the Yseveath month" in 1844 there remain al-
most five months to the end of tue lousaic year, Therefore, counting
back from October, the "gseventh month,? 1844, to the beginning of the
2300 days, it will takefus Wel® to Octover, 457 B.C.s or to be exact,
from the tenth day of the seventh month of 1844, according to the loga~-
ic calendar, to the tenth day of the seventh month, 457 B.C., which
span of time is exactly 2300 years.,

The following diagram will aid you better to comprehend what has
been said in regard to the exact point where the 2300 days began. You
will note that the top of the diagram deals in the terms of the tract,
while the lower part in terms of The Great Controversy, showing that if
we deal with the exact month of the year, the 2300 day period must have
begun in 457 B.C., but if we computed just years without taking into
consideration the month or day of the year, then such computation will
take us back to 456 B.C.

¢d, "HoWw cuu we harmonize the date in the

Z15CY of Dan.8:14°9 The com-
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DIAGRAM OF 2300 DAYS (YEARS) - DAN.8:14.
Harmonizing the Harvest Tract and The Great Controversy

The Harvest Tract,p.20 dealing“\\\\\\\\\
in terms of years only
e
2300 days (years) [

4: 5 r?’ B’;Ce \14 5 6 BICI l 8 4 4 AuD"P/
lclnn.‘?llcllg

'.'.ll’?..... llll‘...l...

: 2300 days (years) =,

The Great Controversy,p.328 ‘
dealing in terms of exact dates _
{seventh month]|

|seventh month]

" We feel certain that all the readers of "The Symbolic Code" will
be glad to know that our tract #4 is about ready for’distr;butlon, and
in our estimation it bears the message in a definite, concise manner,
and clears many points which heretofore have not been brgught to lights
Therefore we solicit the co-operation of every believer 1n present
truth to teach the message end send the tracts to those whom they be-
lieve will study, or by sending us their names and addresses. As our
tracts are distributed free of charge, which is madg 90551ble by a free
will offering only, may We therefore extend the p;1V£lege to allﬁwh%
wish to have a part in the financial support of tbls free lltergtgle.
Hence, Wwe suggest that every leader take an offering once a weex lrom
his class for this worthy enterprise, and that those Who are 1so}ated
lay aside, if possible, something every week, though it pe only & §en-
ny. The only expense attached to this free literature 18 the COSg of
paper, printing, and postage. Thus, every nickel or dime plaiei:ghe
message in the hands of some one who is longing to kuow more ol wOd, of
his own condition, and of the needful preparation 10T translation.






