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FIRST REPORT OF
UN-ADVENTIST ACTIVITIES

RESEARCH COMMITTEE

This is the complete summary of our
findings while probing The Shepherd’s
Rod infiltration and activities in our
churches, also the opinions of men who
study and think for themselves, be they
wrong or be they right.

Soon after our committee’s work be-
gan all of us became convinced that
there are more Rodists in our churches
than it actually appears and that many
others could in one way or another be
considered at least sympathizers. This
will be seen from the rebuke which we
faced everywhere we went. We were con-
fronted with talk backed by references
such as the following:

Many of our deep thinking men said,
“The successful Rod infiltration is due
to our manner of dealing with Its adher-
ers.” They said, “It is because we have
injudiciously made our teachings appear
inconsistent and our dealings unfair so
as to create doubts of our sincerity. Hav-
ing always protested against those who
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working through everyone who engages
in private interpretations of the Scrip-
tures, heresy, falsehood, and character
defamation—in anything to keep himself
and others in darkness and away from
the Spirit of Truth for this very time.

“Cease ye from man, whose breath
is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to
be accounted of?” Isa. 2:22.

In seeking out the truth of this or
any other disputed question, the words
of Elder Froom stand forth as a guide-
post of wisdom:

“The stifling of discussion is con-
trary to the very genius of both civil and
religious liberty, for truth is a living,
expanding principle. Repression of dis-
cussion is ever characteristic of auto-
cracy, with its centralized power of the
fear of disturbing the status quo. His-
tory marks it as notoriously the tool
of tyranny and the instrument of er-
ror. Controversy occupied a large part
of the formation of the New Testament
canon. Debate sifts fallacy from fact
and error from truth; but stagnating
conservatism with its accompanying
frown upon discussion, tends toward
ultimate uncertainty and disaster; and
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ter White’s writings is not doing harm to
the Rod but, in effect, is wresting and
extirpating the Scriptures by the use of
Sister White’s writings just as the Jews
wrested Moses’ writings in an endeavor
to contradict Christ’s teachings. These
are even worse than un-Adventist acti-
vities—nothing less than blasphemies.
Just as we must prove Sister White’s
writings right or wrong by the Bible, not
by something else, likewise we must by
the Bible Itself prove what the Rod is,
or is not.

All of us felt positive that if the laity
allow these blind and hostile but pious
men to go on with their foolishness and
blasphemies they will prove no less
detrimental to the church at this time
than did the pious priests in Christ’s
time by their foolishness prove detri-
mental to the Old Testament church.
Yes, as surely as God lives, the foolish-
ness and self-will of these heresy teach-
ers will prove no less detrimental to the
Denomination than did Hitler’s foolish-
ness and his false philosophy prove
detrimental to Germany.

Brethren, this alone is enough to
convince any open-eyed Adventist that
the Denomination is certainly at sea
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fore us. The Shepherd’s Rod is winning,”
they said, “because of our Iukewarm’
(contented) attitude—of being rich in
Truth and in need of nothing more. This
we know, is still another abomination in
God’s sight. It has broken our communi-
cation circuit with Heaven. It is a damp-
er to God’s cause and a deprivation to
our souls. To continue doing what we
now do is indeed blasphemy, especially
after having been told time and again:

“ ‘Precious light is to shine forth
from the word of God, and let no one pre-
sume to dictate what shall or what shall
not be brought before the people in the
messages of enlightenment that He shall
send, and so quench the Spirit of God.
Whatever may be his position of authori-
ty, no one has a right to shut away the
light from the people. When a message
comes in the name of the Lord to His
people, no one may excuse himself from
an investigation of its claims. No one
can afford to stand back in an attitude of
indifference and self-confidence and say:
“l know what is truth. I am satisfied
with my position. I have set my stakes,
and I will not be moved away from my
position, whatever may come. I will not
listen to the message of this messenger
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for I know that it cannot be truth.” It
was from pursuing this very course that
the popular churches were left in par-
tial darkness, and that is why the mes-
sages of heaven have not reached them.’
—Testimonies On Sabbath School Work,
p.65; Counsels On Sabbath School Work,
p. 28.

“ ‘. . This message [the Loud Cry]
seemed to be an addition to the third
message, joining it as the midnight cry
joined the second angels’ message in
1844. .. .—Early Writings, p. 277.”

“If the Loud Cry message is an addi-
tion to the Third message,” they de-
clared, “then why are we not expecting
it and praying for it? Why are we not
searching for it? And how shall we find
it if we do not even so much as look into
another man’s work, especially when it
springs up right from the midst of us,
and in the name of the Lord? The ‘addi-
tion,” we ought to know, will not come
down to us in a parachute, no, no more
than the first part of the first angel’s
message came down in a parachute. Itis
to come through some individual for sure.
Such an have-need-of-nothing attitude as
ours, cuts off Heaven’s communication
line, and makes absolutely impossible
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this book: and if any man shall take
away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part
out of the book of life, and out of the
holy city, and from the things which are
written in this book. He which testi-
fieth these things saith, Surely I come
quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord
Jesus.” Rev. 22:18-20.

Moreover, every tirade waged against
the Rod that we personally witnessed
was a boost for the Rod and a knock-out
blow for the Denomination. This was so
because they falsely accused the Rod of
contradicting Sister White’s writings.
The arguments and tactics used against
the Rod were exactly of the same type
and character as those which Sunday-
keepers use against the Sabbath Truth.
Our personal examination of the refer-
ences that were presented showed no
discrepancy between Sister White’s
writings and the Rod. Besides, the
arguments which these Rod execution-
ers use against the Rod actually put
Sister White at odds with the Bible!
Those who thus condemn the Rod must
be made to realize that no one but an
automation would fail to note that their
thus fighting the Rod by the use of Sis-
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time in Babylon, the world, and thus sub-
ject to the plagues, are called out, and
as they all come out of her, they all es-
cape the plagues (Rev. 18:4); none have
to die for any reason. They all know
that if they are good enough to come up
in the first resurrection, they are good
enough for translation.

Ridiculous it is to say that the stand-
ard of salvation is lower for the resur-
rected ones than it is for the translated!
And what damnation for anyone adding
such a strange thing to the Word of God!

These heresy teachers should be
helped by compelling them to prove their
teachings by the Bible; for such strange,
inconsistent and erroneous theology is
heresy of the lowest type. Notwithstand-
ing that it is downright blasphemy, yet
it is permitted to be taught while fight-
ing Truth to keep the people ignorant
of It!

We as a committee at last know that
what the Rod teaches, It proves. And
that is the very reason that these heresy
teachers, who have infiltrated the church
today with tares in no lesser degree than
did the heresy teachers in Christ’s time,
are warning all not to read the Rod, but
to burn It, and to refuse to take It. If
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Since closing our eyes against the Rod
has not caused It to disappear, or to
cease haunting us, we ought to know by
now that our closed-eye-tactics are as
sensible as an osrich’s sticking her
head into sand to get away from a hound.
Moreover, our talking against the Rod is
doing as much as the wind’s blowing
against fire; it intensifies it. And cast-
ing out the Rodists is making them mar-
tyrs, not heretics. Rome tried all these
methods but failed to stop the incursion
of so-called heretics.

These paragraphs were read to us by
many:

“No one should claim that he has all
the light there is for God’s people. The
Lord will not tolerate this. He has said,
T have set before thee an open door, and
no man can shut it.” Even if all our lead-
ing men should refuse light and truth,
that door will still remain open. The
Lord will raise up men who will give the
people the message for this time.

“Truth is eternal, and conflict with
error will only make manifest its
strength. We should never refuse to
examine the Scriptures with those who,
we have reason to believe, desire to
know what is truth. Suppose a brother
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held a view that differed from yours, and
he should come to you, proposing that
you sit down with him and make an in-
vestigation of that point in the Scrip-
tures; should you rise up, filled with
prejudice, and condemn his ideas, while
refusing to give him a candid hearing?
The only right way would be to sit down
as Christians, and investigate the posi-
tion presented, in the light of God’s
word, which will reveal truth and unmask
error. To ridicule his ideas would not
weaken his position in the least if it
were false, or strengthen your position
if it were true. If the pillars of our
faith will not stand the test of investi-
gation, it is time that we knew it. There
must be no spirit of Pharisaism cherished
among us.”—Testimonies to Ministers,
p. 107.

Nearly all who spoke of these para-
graphs closed with the following com-
ments: “It was this very principle,”
they said, “that we stood for when we
became Adventists. Had it not been for
our doing so, we would have still been
what we were before the light came to
us. And who persuaded us to follow this
Divine principle?—Not our ministers! No,
not at all. They hindered us. Since it
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and divided opinions are not only freely
allowed to teach their hell-bound doc-
trines, but are even paid for doing so!”
Yet these very men are shouting the
loudest against error and advising all
within their reach to look out for The
Shepherd’s Rod, that it has error! What
a paradox!

What is really surprising, though, is
that there are many, especially of the
laity, who, without a question and with
their eyes closed, like birds in a nest,
swallow whatever is handed to them.
They are too lazy to think, and too
drowsy to open their eyes to study for
themselves. They expect the minister to
carry them in his arms right into Heav-
en.”

Their taking in outright unauthori-
tative doctrines and private (uninspired)
interpretations of the Scriptures, such as
these blind teachers teach concerning
the 144,000, is incredible indeed. They
should know that all such perpetrators
are certainly agents of un-Adventist
activities. The saints know that though
Jesus comes in a time of trouble such as
never was, yet He delivers everyone
whose name is written in the book, and
that all God’s people who are at that
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saints, and no more! Will you then in the
Spirit of Christ and for your own soul’s
sake, take paper and pencil and figure
the percentage of saints and the per-
centage of devils, or tares, that now
constitute the membership of our church-
es? Well, since the membership now
numbers no less than 800,000, and if
there be only 144,000 saints in it, then
according to this ratio a congregation of
100 members would consist of about 18
saints and 82 devils! And since the
officers who run the churches are elect-
ed by the majority vote, do you see, who
elected them, who is in office, and who
is in control of the churches? Do you
wonder then why things are running as
they are?

If it be true that there are to be only
144,000 living saints when Jesus comes,
and if we double the membership by the
end of 1953 or 1954 as the aim seems to
be, then at that rate in 1955 there will
be 9 saints and 91 devils out of every
one hundred members. And if we double
the membership several times before
Jesus comes to receive His church, then
there will a not be even one saint in a
hundred members! Accordingly, whose
church is the church? the Devil’s? or the

—-20 -

—91 -
« K10 PNOT oY) 03Ul paf[oms 2aeY
reys 1t usym [o3essow s [odue piry} oyl
11 Surwrepooad ur jred e 30e 03 poprwiad
°q [ duQ AYSIA °U3 jo yiSuans Iy}
ur uoneldwa) PooISYIIM 2ABY OYMm ISOU}
ATuo Ing ‘A1013 ST Yim yjrea oyl ualy3if
0} st odessowr s, [o3ue PIIY} 9YL,
‘8061
‘61 "AON ‘PIeloH PUB MIIAdY woJj pajonb
Loyy sy 104 A1) pnog oyl jo own
oy} 3unmnp o3essow 2y} wreoord 03 ST
yoJnyo aJnd e jey) smoys,, ‘paIe[oap Aou3
00} ‘quowojels poasidsu] SUIMOI[0] 2U],
dyoanyo ay3 jo  uoneoyund ayj, ‘Uinij,
JuowIdpn 9y} 30U JI ‘Uoea)l sajqered 2saU}
op yeyM <9t ‘ceige wew) desys oy
Suowre woyj syeod 2yl ‘(g1-01:S¢ 1eiN)
osTm oU3} Juowe WO SUISIA UYSI[00J
oy} ‘(0H:E€T "1EIN) Yeayum 9y) 3uoure woij
sarxe) Uy} ‘(8%:ST ‘WeN) poold ay) Juowre
woJj Ysy peq 943 93e3}—IoY30 93 WOJj U0
Aipoq wiay3} 23eredas 03 J0U 1 S[ J3UIATf
oy} 03 op [im Sulall 2y} jo judwSpnp
oy} asoddns am op jeym Uy} ‘Yyjeap [eu
-1939 I9JJNS 0} WIY SUWIPUO0d pue ‘(g ‘9
‘G:0g "A9y) Isnf 2y} JO UONO2IINSAI 2}
Ul peap 29U} WOJJ 9SLIB J0U PINOYS JoUUIS
93 1By} S99109p pue—*‘SNo0ajy3LI ) WOJjJ
Jouuls ayl}—‘peq 9y} woj pood 2y} S3[00q
oy} ur sojeredas 1ey) Iom B SI peIP )

“If they have not kept pace with the
light, then how are they to give the
light? they asked. “Then, too, those
who tell us to listen to none but them,
are doing the very thing that Christ con-
demned when He said: ‘Woe unto you,
lawyers! for ye have taken away the key
of knowledge: ye entered not in your-
selves, and them that were entering in
ye hindered.” Luke 11:52. God has told
us over and over again in His Word to
investigate for ourselves.”

Another group insisted that we stay
and listen to the following:

“. . . Some of our leading brethren
have frequently taken their position on
the wrong side; and if God would send a
message and wait for these older breth-
ren to open the way for its advancement,
it would never reach the people. . . . ™—
Gospel Workers, p. 303.

“The Lord often works where we least
expect Him; He surprises us by re-
vealing His power through instruments of
His own choice, while He passes by the
men to whom we have looked as those
through whom light should come. God
desires us to receive the truth upon its
own merits,—because it is truth.”—Testi-
monies to Ministers, p. 106.
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“. . . Let me tell you that the Lord
will work in this last work in a manner
very much out of the common order of
things, and in a way that will be con-
trary to any human planning. There will
be those among us who will always want
to control the work of God, to dictate
even what movements shall be made
when the work goes forward under the
direction of the angel who joins the third
angel in the message to be given to the
world. God will use ways and means by
which it will be seen that He is taking
the reins in His own hands.. . . "—Id.,
p. 300.

“In every age there is a new develop-
ment of truth, a message of God to the
people of that generation. The old truths
are all essential; new truth is not inde-
pendent of the old, but an unfolding of
it. It is only as the old truths are under-
stood that we can comprehend the new.”
—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 129.

“Can we honestly assume,” they
asked, “that the Lord can possibly finish
His work on earth with us Laodiceans as
long as we stay blind? And who shall
open our eyes if not the Lord by fresh
‘eyesalve’ (Rev. 3:18)? Has the Lord no
fresh Truth—no ‘meat in due season™—
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shall proceed to give you the commit-
tee’s latest and personal opinion of the
Denomination’s plight and her remedy.
We, the committee, are not the only ones
who are thus convinced, either. Thous-
ands know that we as a people are deep-
ly asleep, and badly deceived; that it is
doubtful that even a bomb could awaken
us. Do you say no? Let us see:

We hold that the Denomination now
numbers nearly a million members, and
we have set our goal to double the mem-
bership. We brag about our achievements
with emphasis that God is blessing us.
It all sounds good and makes us feel
happy. Too, the whole Denomination
admits that the greatest part of the work
is yet to be done—that there are mil-
lions upon millions even in the United
States itself, who have not as yet heard
so much as the name Seventh-day Ad-
ventist, leave alone “the everlasting
gospel.” Plain it is, therefore, brethren,
that at the present rate of growth, when
the work is finished and Jesus comes to
take His church to glory-land, the De-
nomination by then will number several
millions.

Then, too, we teach that when Jesus
comes, there will be only 144,000 living
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